Sunlight Impression
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Designer| Chains Interior/ Lien-Wu Chen
Participant] Yu-Zhi Huang
Photographer] Kyle Yu

Category | Residence

Location | Taipei, Taiwan

Materials ] wood, cavity stone , retro mirror, mirror, tea color mirror, metal,
steel, wood flooring, marble, cavity stone paint, granite tile,

glass
Size | 198m?
Design period | January-February 2015
Construction period_ ] March-August 2015
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1. To give the site a focus, a lobby wall set in front of the hall allows one vision to make a turn
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2. Grand window invites the outdoor view like a long scroll painting
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A view: Far-away mountain

Mountains view in three directions gives this residence a unique feature. It is particularly favorable on the east side as it
accepts the first sunlight beam every morning as a good sign of prosperity and health. This observation translates to a plan that
orientated the main space to the east to receive a caress from the nature.

The plan is divided into two sections; the east side is for the public and has a continuous view to the mountains. Behind
a partition wall there is a bedroom and a bathroom. The living space joins with the dining and kitchen to form a linear and
obstacle free zone. To enter the living zone, one walks through a lobby and bypasses the balcony, which is fenced by a vista
window view. The two sides of the living space are mirrored easily reflecting outdoor views, and they expand the space in a
deep dimension. Facilities like electronic appliances are all hidden within the partition walls.

The master bedroom is spacious and has the closest relationship with nature. Windows open up on two walls to accept a
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3. Wood is used extensively in more creative ways 4. Ceiling formation meets with positions of the three screens 5. Relaxation room behind the
screens is used for reading, playing musical instruments or taking a nap 6. Open style dining room and kitchen

complete mingling with its surroundings. The bathroom is virtually unbroken by glass panels within the bedding area. The closet
is limited to a section close to the door. The integral layout of the interior accepts no redundant furnishing pieces. Mirrors in
the bathroom are like an open window to catch a window view and join with the grand window views from the other side of the
room.

Layering in a winding path

Chen confessed that complete openings were not quite right for a living space. A good layout for the living space had to
comply with a certain value of hierarchy. Visual layering from the elevator hallway to the bedroom has been divided into three
layers; a twist turn guides a corporeal movement that ends up to the balcony and then to the open living space. There a woven
metal screen defines a pathway leading to the bedroom.
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The three layering process is a typical Chinese order for living spaces. The metal screen is a crucial element that creates visual
layering. With the additional element of the sliding door that sectors open the living space to the private zone, the layout seems
to be simple yet sophisticated in spatial interest.

Rhythm in free strokes

Lien-Wu Chen, the designer, said that even nature plays a role in the space and the right material is similarly important to the
quality of the space. The client’s insistence on a certain spatial ambience fostered the design direction which was something
to be worked out after several tries. A graffiti drawn by the client’s five years old kid led to a consensus agreement of the
ambience of the living space; the color and graphic composition like Paul Klee make them believe that this home should be
created in a more relaxing way, without being shackled by certain spatial style.
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Paul Klee said that lines are walking dots. It suggested that good
art is not a taken-for-granted style but rather it finds a good way to
interstate color and drawn elements. Chen’s selection of wood as
the main material in this home is not conservative but rather they
come together in different textures and formation.
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7. Big window eastward accepts the morning sunlight 8. Reading table is
arranged behind the sofa set 9. Living zone in fully open style 10. Plan
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11. Three screens divide the living space into different layers 12. Closet and wardrobe is hidden behind two partition walls in the master bedroom
Ample natural light fully permeates the master bedroom and bathroom 14. The mirror of the sink is like an open window with an outdoor view through
reflection of the other direction 15. Master bedroom layout makes a nighty degree turn to yield a small space to avoid direct visual penetration to the
bed position
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1. Three metal screens use thin metal threads to weave delicate patterns

2. Five kinds of solid wood were used to build the space 3. Sliding door,

clad over by mirror is set between the kitchen and dining space
1. This apartment is the client's second home and he wished for a
different living style 2. The interior space displays a leisure ambience in
contrast to an apartment in the city 3. Spatial style complies with the taste
of the owner 4. The living space takes great advantage of the mountain
view 5. Client's habit of healthy diet prepared in a fully equipped new
Chinese style cooking facility




