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Designer | Chains Interior/ Lien-Wu Chen
Participants | Yu-Zhi Huang, Jia-Ci Kang
Photographer ] Kyle Yu

Category | Residence

Location ] China

Materials | walnut wood, black mirror, mirror, building stone, stainless steel,

LED lighting
Size | 283m?2
Design period | September — December 2015
Completion period | January — July 2016
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Chains Interior / Lien-Wu Chen

Chen received his BA and MA from
TK University. Chen and his team
provide great design service in various
perspectives — from large scale planning
to even object design. The team is good
at renovation and remodeling works that
best fit the need in an aging dense city.
Major award records:2015 IIDA Global
Excellence Award - 2015 German Design
Award - 2015 iF Design Award - 2014
TID Golden Award - 2014 CODA Video
Award Winner - 2014 A'Design award
Silver - 2014 Good Design Award -
2013 Interior Design Best of Year Large
Apartment Honoree - 2013 APIDA
Golden Award - 2013 The 1st Grade,
Chinese Interior Designers' Competition
2013 IIDA Interior Design Association, the
best of Asia Pacific design award
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1. Heterogeneous link in material
and style

I
67



- IS
Ew ]I‘Ill!'l

1] in A —_—

| CEEH L AR
ITIRL R BT LUKE IRSRIES

g :1' Y 1 | & |
. . ¥ e b8 S

|

nd
™

IER2E : BREI=EE

TEESE TS E Z G VIR AU il TR B R > N HER R E R HE MR - [HE Rt AFTA - B

ARHYEL IR - whpk 7 HE5E - EEEFAEMEEERE  ZAEHEE(EAE - H5T2 ARG Rt AL - FERRE R
SITLIER SRR M RE " SLEAEE | SRKERE - 8 BRI DI S YRS AL - T2 AR R 2= S (E 8 -
HGERHE fE 2 - Sea A AR AMARFEEC LED KSR YR - MR DAAD xR RERE AL &ARINRAC - B8 - PP -
EHiRZ ~ BB A BRI ILHE - B & FE SRR IVR MM R A S BA - B MRV HS S IR - TR —
(EEFOZ 8~ —EEE - NPHMEHEIEELE] - RERESREL— TR R - R T RERIE e R A E R - i ISR Ry e
SHRETT IR S AT I E R Y NEE -
WEEE R R 7B IR - FE LR EENGL SR REE AR AR SRR - O i SR B s
=R

il —EAH A Y I AEBH I 22 [ - IRE R BB S ARRE T - ST EETHE — P BT A BEBE N B E ] - (B BB sz o - B R

interior FEB 2017

N —r =t —— == e
I | — (TS I -
| e el | g e L -
I r - - 53§ um : s
T e | B
; 1] a: meemiamy —— EOE | B I S
u n”“l 13 & E - -
AT : Tgmm—— ! LD
; '-nums 1 E - '_'_';'_t___ll, - | —
- L R s = — sWr Sl
! - ": ”_I' wld TR R % o — 1

ARIEETEET HAHRTE - FELUE MU RS e - —ER =
W R et EL - B 2 A LB AR W (RS A PR 08 2R B 3 B B R &Y
TR I DOV INEB S 22 ~ B NSRRIV IBRE 23R
iR (b — TR R - S EPRE ECRRE © T PRALERALIE AT TR
R BIR - Ry B IS I A BUREAAD R - SRS R A
TEAPL B AH YIRS o MEEREE 2 BT AZIE AR - W R THEC T T
—rEREYREE o

BEERANER It R OfCRoER - B 1.8 KERH
090 okt (2 HAE B ARV R EL - ENEARARASHHE
A > et Y] RS - AT A —ARAELT - AREAILE -

5 EIE - BlIiS
B8; EsRZER NER - 4. [O)1F s SEZEENEE 1t
&g - 5. SFEE -
2. Nest is a symbol used to form the ceiling and appears on
the surface of the partition 3. Transparent glass panel is a vista
from the living room to the private zone 4. Mysterious lighting
quality 5. Plan
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31T Material Analysis I

1. LED Ilght tube and wood elements woven into a basic element of a
huge “nest.” 2. Mirror extends the paths of light 3. Black kitchenware
matches with the black color wood closet and glass panel 4. Solid wood
table link to a marble piece 5. Silk laminated glass panel gives the panel
an opaque melody
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FBIBEEL Communication Note I —

1. To save budget, old material was retained 2. Dark color is the main
tone to satisfy the client's demand 3. Family need is the basic demand
for the couple 4. Furnishing materials from the previous design was
mostly kept 5. Bathroom was part of the existing conditions

6. Tectonic formation indicates a bird’s nest 7. Storage space was added to the new plan 8. A view from the dining room towards the living room




= 4
=
.
3
45
L
4
i

9. TRABERERREBT—E » SREHEADZEREERBIRE_EKRE - 10. TEABSHEPIEHERIE » WEIRKMIRIEHREEFIA RS o 1. ZEAENBOVELISF052 1H
RIFEIR - BEBEEREERERES—F o 12. TEARMIREIGEI R » @B RniEnmis -

20 year’s love

The residence was finished two years ago but the layout was not quite satisfying. Chen’s recent intervention was totally new but
he reserved materials from the existing plan; such as a piece of marble, already used in living room that was removed and then
installed in bathroom.

The client is a couple, married recently, yet have lived together for the past 20 years. They finally chose to get married and
bought this new apartment to be furnished as their living compound as if they reached the destination in the race started 20
years ago. Chen was emotional when he said: “my client’s story reminded me of the story by Oscar Wilde. “Nightingale and
Rose.”” “The tragedy of the nightingale’s death gave birth to a red rose inviting a pondering of love and its essence.” He looked
at the couple and knew their true love make them decide to marry and the space is the venue that withnesses their love.

Ironic symbol: a nest

Nest is a symbol that usually indicates the safeguarding of a family. But this symbol also has a sharp contrast as it may
implicate cage when the nest is full. Like family which also carries a double message, both responsibility and love, a cage or
a safe harbor. The woven elements create a nest that always comes from feather, fiber, twigs and other organic pieces. The
weave truly has a good implication that associates with family linkages and the intimacy of family relationships.

Chen used two basic wood pieces and LED lighting tubes to form the basic elements of the ceiling formation. The members
were then woven together from thin to thick, and from up to down. The multiple growth of the basic element provides a good
impression like a huge nest. The floor is clad in wood in various colors. The colors signify the changeable rhythm of the natural
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9. There are two dressing spaces inside the master bedroom 10. Master bedroom view 11. Existing tiles and sanitary facilities were retained while
the lighting fixtures are all new 12. Master bedroom view and its interior ambience

world.

Chen'’s alteration of existing plan focused on the uncompromising condition of the existing furniture pieces such as kitchenware,
closet and storage which required immediate change. To stay on budget, Chen used existing pieces but ordered additional
pieces to provide a linkage from new to old. This work needed particular attention to avoid problematic linkages between
incoherent colors, styles and scale. Chen said: the shiny piano like surface of the new kitchen makes a link to the glass and
wood closet intentionally to leaving traces of time. The closets are linked in different platform height appears for similar reason.
A solid wood table provides a link to the black marble table and extends the length from 1.8 meter to 2.7 meter. A slanted angle
in the solid wood table forces a similar treatment on the opposite direction where the stone is cut at a similar angle.

Passion in natural light

Chen’s new plan opens up a border to receive natural light and allow the light to permeate even into the kitchen. The Mirror in
certain spots creates a visual expansion and converts the sharp natural light into a more gentle way. Chen believes the best
representation of natural light in this home is the light in gray tone and low color hue. He was particularly fond of the time when
sun is about to set.

The natural which changes over the course of the day invites a richer font of human emotion and the color lends a great
sympathy to a feeling of intimacy. Chen explained that light is magic that gives the space all types of emotion. He also said that
a truly good design is a work that knows how to use the right materials to display the beauty of light and provide affection for its
dwellers.
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