How can our homes harbor both life and soul?
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: Participant ; Chia-Hsin Chi, Yao-Pin Zhuang
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Material ; metal, painted veneer, brick, PanDomo, Oak, hardwood
Size ; 231m

Design period ; October 2008 - January 2009

Construction period ; February 2009 - July 2009
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1. Weekend House and its ambience of casual relaxation



For many years a designer's job was to guide the client in acquiring taste, and he was the
director of the quality and texture. While many contemporary clients are no longer the
receiving party, their sophisticated experience often tops the knowledge of professionals.

This project reflects this contemporary phenomena; the client's extensive global
experience already shaped their view of a good space. Because of this subjective
condition, the designer is the one who in one way who tried to coordinate their views and
on the other fulfill their needs for actual materials and good design. The void is becoming

an essential "element” of design so as to not intervene in the client's strong demand for

adding something in its place.

Design Concept

The clients were a mother and her daughter, who is a graphic designer and once worked
for a famous fashion magazine. They spent a long time abroad and already developed
their favorite inclinations of a good space. After several dialogues as the project was
proceeding, a strong idea came out. They found the loft style would be the best
interpretation of their life and their delight for the family trend.

This design shows nothing of what designer Hu is so familiar with; he looks for a more
casual design language. The residence was no longer guided by a single coherent design
syntax but rather detachment from any condensed language. Weekend house may be a
more appropriate term to describe this apartment as it displays elements such as rustic
bricks, wood panels and partitions patched with family photos instead of expensive art

pieces.

The design was a process that can be designated as a joint design or "participatory
design" with the clients. Two main zones compose the plan; in the public zone materials
reveal a deep sense of time. The details are an elaboration of the whole process; for example, the main brick partition and its texture encountered a sudden
shift of decision. At first three kinds of brick were considered while the actual site mock-up provided the final solution from material choice to tectonic texture.

On the secondary elevation of dining space there is a blackboard partition; this unusual element gives an impromptu pleasure. The menu or recipe written on
the board delivers an air as if taking a vacation in a weekend home. Careful selection of many of the designer's furnishing pieces increases the dialogue
between the body and relaxation.

The rear section of the apartment belongs to the bedrooms and reading room. A herringbone patterned wood floor warms up the room and displays an
intimate melody of good house life. Hu's professional training reveals his particular views of beauty; color, material details and furnishing pieces they were
picked to argument the concept developed by the members of the family. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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2. A view from the family room towards the dining space 3. Weekend House in a city apartment
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4. Fine metalwork and its interlacing pattern in a partition maintain a dialogue with the brick wall 5. Living room
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6. Relaxing informality brings ease to crammed daily life 7 A black board in dining room and kitchen 8. Herringbone pattern in the private zones 9. Clients offered
many their ideas on materials and furnishing pieces
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10. Plan 11. Reading room corner 12. Secondary bedroom and bathroom 13. Master bedroom
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Living Room) Main Sofa - Poliform - Couch - Fritz Hansen - Stand Lamp - Christophe Delcourt Lobby) Lobby cabinet: e15 -
Chandelier: Tom Dixon Dining room) Lang lamp: Tom Dixon - Chairs: Herman Miller Family room) Red sofa: Vitra - Lighting
fixtures: Artemide - Stand Lamp: SANTA&COLE Bedroom) Bed: e15 - Lighting fixture in bath: Moooi Second bedroom) Lamp:
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Fritz Hansen - Lighting fixture in bath: Flos
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Designer,s furniture pieces :

BEZfEMalm Fireplace
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14. Window box design - hand drawing
15. Headboard design - hand drawing
16. Wood grating pattern - hand drawing
17. Concept drawing for the master bathroom
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