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Natural order is a voice that wakes up the spiritual calling in human beings and
that is the mother of beauty. Louis |. Kahn said: "Intuition is the most precise
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feeling, a way that knows the essence of creation." Recently Shyr-Fong Hu has
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made design a process of re-finding himself and style has given way to a
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deeper meaning of space, in way of simplicity.
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This unique single house located in Tainan is a most revealing work that tells
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how Mr. Hu has looked for change. In the south side of Taiwan, light, breeze
and clear horizontal line between land and sky gave the designer a complete
sight for observing. " Things" are now more readable and time is feels more
permanent than it is known in city. Building is the anticipated job of human labor
and technology activates a process of living, that is, the birth of a house.
Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz
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L-House
Terseness and Tranquality
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This TID 2010 Award winning house design was unanimously
accepted as the best house project of the year. The client is a
chairman of a contracting company. He looked for a design for
his personal domain for years; Mr. Shyr-Fong Hu took charge of
the design and turned the project into a success.

Within the house dwells the client's family: a couple, their
parents and two boys. The site is L-shaped, and Hu laid out the
longitudinal side for the public while the shorter side was for the
private zone. A central court offers the space an internal
landscape while its exterior shows a defensive and anonymous
outlook.
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2. L shaped building blocks with a courtyard preserved for

enjoying tranquility 3. Drawing shows the building interior
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Materials
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Exposed concrete: The proposal was to use exposed concrete in the whole
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building, yet the budget was not large enough. The exposed concrete is only
used on a fence wall divided by 90*180cm modules.
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Pebble-washing: this surface treatment was used to replace expensive
exposed concrete surface. This appears in 90*360cm modules because this
measurement is good in keeping good proportions while avoid uneven color on
the surface.

Aluminum grating: it is installed at the balcony to shield the ferocious sun-light
in South Taiwan and gives the facade a deeper layering in shade and color.
Low-radiating glass: it is used to filter out unwanted radiation from sunlight
Wood board: this specified wood usually used by ship-making is for decking
used outdoors.
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architectural perspective shows the Tea House 6. 3D perspective shows the courtyard

and public space 7. Adjustable aluminum grating system allows multiple phrasing to
respond to natural light 8. Aluminum grating system in facade melody
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9. Building and interior have an integrated link 10. Staircase leading towards a terrace 11. Outdoor courtyard 12. Handrail details of the staircase - perforated
boards allow light to pass
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Design Concept

"L - House, a five story private residence is located in the historical district of Tainan and surrounded by buildings ranging from four to eight stories.
Two 8 meter roads are the main accessible arteries on its two sides. The site features an L-shaped plot and Mr. Hu featured a solid box along the road
side and a void space on the back for an internal court. The facade facing the back uses aluminum grating to maintain privacy while the front facade
only has punctured openings that provides a more defensive expression of the house.

On the second and fifth floors, Hu laid out two "grand-spaces"; one is a semi-outdoor tea house, fenced by metal grating panel; another is housed
under a roof space functioning as a gym-room or space for art studio. The recessed fourth floor has deep shaded spots that dialogue proportionally
well with the other part of the gray color wall. Black-color window frames, gray-color tone brush stone and exposed concrete make up for the most
part the facade materials and its color. This gray-brown dominated color system extends to interior furnishing for spatial coherence.

Lobby space has an atrium space protected by a metal grating wall; when light casts upon the panel, shadows are woven upon the ground in fantastic
patterns. Behind the atrium there is a pond shielded by glass panels; ones' orientation then ends at a 7 meter high living room in the the central part of
the house. Facing the room, two green yards set up the visual path and land on tranquil vistas dominated by beautiful landscapes. The Dining space
borders the grand living room and several geometric cabinets clearly define the spatial differences.

The balcony terrace is fenced by aluminum grating that filter out the ferocious sunlight and its heat in afternoon and the system also enriches the
spatial depth. It is tailor made and was carefully studied for proportion and rhythm. The system is also features an adjustable mechanism so that the
grating position can be adjusted to fit the user's requirement for light.

The staircase is another important element of the house; it is of an extra-large scale and allows natural light to permeate from the higher to the lowest
floors; its hand-rail has perforated panel that provide paths for light. Artificial lighting takes advantage of the recessed spare-space where two
materials join; vertical and horizontal lighting bands appear in the evening give a gentle caress to its family members who comfortably dwell within.
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13. Lobby space and atrium 14. The first floor bathroom 15. Weaving pattern metalwork that filters light and forms patterns on the ground 16. Pond view and

lobby space
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17. kSR BFEAILUEETERBZRIRM - BANEREHRF - 18. AHZTHER TYENZTREBEB RRER > BFFGHAMR  siAMNBAEELRE EHSN¥EFIIZERTea 17. The seven-meter high living room gives a spiritual touch of Mother Nature 18. Rich spatial layering in main public space 19. The first floor plan 20. The second
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W R &l SMEE Photographer ; Sam
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21. Module control room design combining facilities and systematic layout 22. Lobby Space 23. Daytime lighting quality in the bedroom balcony 24. Dining room
and a staircase leading towards the Tea House 25. Outdoor Courtyard.
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Shyr-Fong Hu's commands
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In this award-winning work, what is the most unique feature of the design? And what were the
most satisfying parts?

There are three distinguished parts in this design and they were the most satisfying. First, mutual trust
between the client and me mark the success of this design. As we all know house design is a functional
solution. This project goes further to ask whether it can offer its family
members an "extra space.”

"Extra space", this odd term, comes from two ideas; the first is to give the
family members a space that can make a link to "others functions® outside
routine activity; secondly, an extra space is a space that features a dialogue
with urban texture.

For instance, | created a staircase routing from the dining room to a semi-
outdoor tea terrace, this space is good for having dinner or entertaining
friends under the beautiful sun-setting sky of the city. The terrace creates a
deep recessed space that provides powerful energy to the facade.

Finally, I was lucky enough to be commissioned by a client who gave me full
professional support from constructional phrase. "Zero mistakes" made this
project very smooth.

This work won for you the 2010 TID double gold awards. What does
this project mean to you in your career?

The project was not just an interior design but rather a coherent job starting
from architecture and moving towards the interior. In presenting this project
to TID jurors, we used many graphics to show how this design was
processed from its beginning to its end. | did not do many things on the
interior but rather let the building design do almost all the work for the interior.
| appreciate how the jurors know the essence of this design, and their pick
may mark a significant record in my career.

Is there any significance that you want to share with us in this unique
project?

In fact, as | said earlier, interior design is part of the building design; but it also
give me another thought; | think interior design should not pay too much
attention on richness of material. | noticed a contrast between
"fundamentality and cosmetics." | would rather spend more time on the
fundamental things of design such as good proportion, functional layout,
healthy physical environmental control etc. instead of spending time to find
expensive materials to cover up the surface of the building. "Cosmetics" is a
superficial skin that only covers the truth.

[L - House is definitely a coherent design. There is no "style" that can
describe it's identify; it is a design that is derived from program and moves
from architecture to the interiors. The interior design is a spatial atmosphere
that was forged from the beginning.



