Free plan - Essence of space
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Designer; HU SHYR FONG

Participants ; P. C. Shei, Z. Y. Yang

Photographer ; Sam

Category 4 apartment

Location ; Taipei

Material ; exposed concrete, recycled wood, metal, solid hardwood,
solid teak, Panadom

Size; 172m

Design period ; April - August, 2010

Construction period ; August 2010 - January 2011

Being a publisher in the cultural field, the client has long been associated with art and design and therefore had strict quality demands for his new apartment.
The concept of this design was derived from the idea of the"free plan," Mies' clever invention for the Barcelona Pavilion.

This incredible structure was built as a German exhibition hall for the 1929 Expo in this Spanish city, and later it had a great impact on the development of

modernism. This structure was said to be the first building breaking down the actual border between inside and outside thereby allowing free movement and

penetration of the bodly. It also signified a total shackle-off experience of space and marked a triumph for the modern movement.

1. Entrance lobby and its dark color floor 2. The plan system tried to reveal an idea of freedom
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3. Partition in this apartment is detached structurally from the actual load
bearing system 4. Plan
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5. Dining space and its Tom Dixon furniture 6. L framework system wraps the dining and reading rooms

Design Concept |

Being a cultural man, the client well acquainted with architectural
knowledge. Before he commissioned to Shyr-fong Hu to design this
apartment, he studied a lot of buildings. This background allowed them to
have the closest dialogue and quickly find proper solution for this design.
The advantage of the site was its good view towards a forest. Hu pointed
out that this beautiful landscape offered him the development of a free-
plan design. Through the careful layout of materials and spatial system
inhabitants can have the unrestricted experience of the view and interior
space.

This apartment has a unique plan. The bedroom is located in a central
position which receives no natural light. The other spare space
surrounding the rim was completely designated to public space which not
only receives natural light but also has the most flexible ways of being
used. This way contributes to the flexibility of spatial function comes from
the installation of various sliding doors.

A typical apartment always uses partitions to separate space yet this
apartment abandons the typical partitions but relies on temporary
shielding-off mechanisms. This system totally collapses the ideas of
space and gives space a transitional moment of existence and free
extension to other space that belongs to outdoor landscape.

Design Concept Il

Materials are a crucial part of the residence. Careful selection exhibits a
total coherence of the space from entrance to the bedrooms. Dark color
paving provides the first sense of the residence in the lobby. Sliding doors
and circular holes in the doors which offer paths for the cats, allows one
vision to be extended deeper into the room. The Zen room, reading room
and kitchen look as if they are extensions of the lobby. The layout seems
to signify a contemporary living style where working, living and relaxing
are totally united.

There is an interesting point worth mentioning. When Hu proposed to use
recycled material, it was quickly accepted. Wood boards that were
originally used as concrete support were reused to construct many of the
furnishing objects. Small stools, trays and other interesting pieces were
also built with recycled wood boards.

Hu's personal signature of design fashion is not only coated with style but
it now even extends to issues of substantiality. Concern for our collapsing
environment calls for a quick response; Hu tried to act on this in his own
way by reducing waste material and looking for beauty from this strategy.
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7. Views extend to the natural landscape 8. Sliding door and its flexible expansion of space
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14. Zen room and its lighting quality 15. Zen room and its two exposed concrete walls
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Recycled boards and furniture

built using recycled materials
(1) supporting wood boards
before concrete casting (2)
Wood boards taken out from the
concrete surface (3) Clean-up
process of the wood boards (4)
Color testing on the boards (5)
Alignment of the recycled boards
(6) Recycled boards used on
wall (7.7-1) Final works using
recycled boards
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