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Designer Shry-Fong Hu has worked with Lion
Travel for a long time. In recent years, Hu has
played an important role in helping Lion Travel
make the shift from a single travel agency to a
more active culture promoter. The Scholar's
Lounge near Taiwan University is a central
program for Lion Travel as it it houses the Lion
Travel Lecture Hall and Lion Cafe. The place is a
critical move for the Group and it is a bold
investment to creative a culture business.

Located inside the dense city fabric full of
scholar's footprint near Taiwan University, Lion
Travel's new branch is a sixty year old house.
The design started from as a renovation which

then added new energy to the space.

Design Concept 1: Re-Building

This old house had been used in the past for many purposes. Its previous tenant was a bakery store and the building had been
covered up fully with an added skin for marketing purposes. When Hu tore down the skin he surprisingly found that the existing
structure was not a typical flat-roof house but rather a house with a pitched roof and a mezzanine floor.

When the preparation work was underway, Hu watched as the timber roof framework gradually exposed itself to his eyes. He
abandoned his previous design and made a change to integrate the space with the exposed elements.

Almost every piece of the skin attached to the existing building was removed and a new skin was built. Some brick walls and
old timber columns were retained while Hu carefully integrated the old with the new structure. To enhance the dynamic energy
of the internal space, Hu installed Oteiza's metal art work in the center. This piece gives the court a centipede-like power like a
traditional Urban Forum. The existing arcade on the street front also saw a big change as its upper floor was removed to form a
more spacious public space open to pedestrians while increasing the visual height of the second floor lecture hall. This urban
strategy results in a tighter relationship between this individual structure and the city fabric.

Design Concept 2 : Re-design

The Interior retains a strong sense of time as it marks its paces to the future while it still exhibits its past traces. The old exposed
brick walls were carefully preserved and painted white. Three openings appear on the main wall which separates the exterior
and interior, providing a mystic light infiltrated through perforated aluminum panels. Rustic wood panels painted white converse
with the aging brick wall and the exposed timber structure on the top forms an impression coated with the thick air of nostalgia.
While the passion of the past did not fit into a precise time and spatial memory the emotion of an unknown time and space
soak into the visitor.

On the surface of the wood panels, there appear many inscribed letters. They are all city names taken from Italo Calvino's
famous book Invisible Cities. This is what Lion Travel mission intends to achieve, the sense that travel is a journey of new
discovery and Lion Travel's Scholar's Lounge will develop into a hub to connect the people who look such enlightenment.
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8. A view from the second toward staircase 9. A view from the staircase towards the lecture hall 10. Landing from the first to
second floor 11. Staircase and flight design 12.13. Artist Oteiza's metal sculpture stands in a position like a monument in a city
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14. Plan 15. The second floor seating zone 16.17. Seating zone on

the second floor and white color brick wall
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Business program and Spatial layout

Name
Category
Location
Customers

Spatial
significance

Lion Travel Scholar's Lounge

Life Style Culture space and Social Hub

New Taiwan University, Taipei

Not specified, The Public, community residents
Spatial Significance

Old elements are carefully kept in dialogue with
new additional elements. History is retold in a

creative way.
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18. White color wood panel and window that
introduces natural light to through perforated

panels 19. Details show window and seating
zone 20. Seating zone and void space 21.
Designe's Sketch: The Atrium 22. Designer's
Sketch: The Atrium and Ceilling. 23.24.
Designer's Sketch: 2 nd Floor Café main
material.
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