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Wei-Min Lee

B.A. Tamkang University

Master of City Design. Harvard University
M.A. Columbia University

A.LLA. New York State

R.O.C. registered architect
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Designer ; Wei-Min Lee Architect / Wei-Min Lee

Participants ; Tao Liu, Rei-Mei Wun, Wei-Hwa Tsai, Yun Want, Yun-Chin
Tan

Photographer; K. M. Lee, Tao Liu

Category ; Residence

Location ; Beijing

Materials ; white tone Moka marble , paint, hardwood dyed veneer,
plated titanium on stainless steel, leather, carpet, emulsion paint

Size 5 315 meter square

Design period ; May - June 2006

Construction period ; August 2006 - February 2007
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1. Living room (© K. M. Lee) 2. A design detail (© T. Liu)

085



FAETERBHAPTIIE Y] - FE5 kR ? B EEEEaF e (it T iR LIRS - AREDSBEEEIERER - Ae7E R Ibaiis

b > TEE ST T BB b - (7R DERMER AR - SRR - BT I E B E TR B SR ZR TS N AT ALY - RN
HAATRE Z [ B B AP AR AR SRS -

REBAT

R IR SRR R - ANZEREE A BB ARG - [RIZERAEUR R BH R - AR ~ Bl aR ~ e ~ e
BEPESERRERAN - PSR A S R IRE  AERETIAAERRE AN ERERSIE - R R i LR RS R TR i A X - BB B
TR T ARBERg il e - frrBHsEsrvash v -

EA AL SR DY TR0 - AN ZE RS B S g B S MRS - SRS S [ A R B 2 A DR BT BB R - 25 PRI FH BAKASE 1Y 5 [Tk
AR FH MR S0ME - BAGEFE P ERE ) B AY - SR NRE SR TR RE » ZZFH85 0T - RIS IRAA RACHGERE - Bl R e il 5
TV SHATAEIRE » F e LA B S U E B B e 17500 - (AT R R e AL e

3. BEE - RFACLFEROEE > SAAZTCHIE S E - (B 8%) 4. BE - (MR : 2iF) 6. IEXMAEEER - (BR  =ER) 6. RAF@EE - 7. FHEE - 8. :REAE
(g2« 838) 9. Ara - (HEsZ : BVE) 10. XBAE - (52 - 2175)

3. Living room in a tranquil mood (© T. Liu) 4. Kitchen (© T. Liu) 5. A view from the lobby towards the dining room (© K.M. Lee) 6. Existing Plan 7. Plan after
conversion 8. Second bedroom (© T. Liu) 9. Bathroom (© T. Liu) 10. Master bedroom (© T. Liu)
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Why do humans always search for new technology? This unique building offers
a partial view of this answer. This high-tech oriented apartment is situated in
Chea-Yan district in Beijing, a primary location neighboring the foreign diplomatic
special zone. This apartment is a curtain-walled building with the most advanced
facilities. The designer facing its particular impression was intent to retain its
modernistic fashion while offering proto-naturalist design. The need to balance
the building's bloodless skin with a living intimacy for the dwellers became a
crucial challenge to the design team.

Originality in human nature

This unique real-estate development starts from using all kind of high-tech
gadgets to protect the residents' security and property or even offers remote
control of household appliances. The major utility pipes or wiring are invisible
behind panel screens and monitors and the impression of each apartment unit is
revealed as a machine dominated box without any room to accommmodate even
the slightest delight of nature and human activity. This negative proposition
offered designer Mr. Lee a chance to make changes.

A physical environmental control system was the first to be deployed. A double
floor implanted with radiation pipes offers warm air from the ground that
gradually come up to warm the room in winter time. Air vents hidden behind the
ceiling and with particular angles avoid direct air stream contact to the residents.
Lee insisted that a comfortable life optimizes technology while carefully deploying
it as a beneficial element rather gadgets for showing-off.
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11. Planting quarter in dining room (© K. M. Lee) 12. A detail in dining room (© K.
M. Lee) 13. A detail of living room (© K. M. Lee) 14. A view from the dining room
toward the pathway linking to reading room (© K. M. Lee)
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15. Existing plan 16. Plan after conversion 17. A view from the living room towards the dining space (© T. Liu) 18. Bathroom (© T. Liu) 19. Bathroom (© K. M. Lee)
20. A relaxing corner gives cozy moment to home living (© K. M. Lee) 21. Bedroom (© T. Liu) 22.23.24. Roof Garden

Response to Context
This apartment has one unit on each floor, with two wings penetrating out from the central space. The east wing is designated for a public zone while the
west is for living. This plan offers each room an exceptional panorama of the city.

The existing plan enjoys a great view while being victimized by big structural columns and various fragmented corners; Lee placed screens and green plants

to reduce the awkward fragmented space and retain a spatial integrity. Green plants inserted as elements of visual impression guide the orientation from

public to private. In the bedroom, an indented space sealed behind two deep columns was turned into a relaxing corner.

Lee's endeavor tried to seek a total harmony of living condition and his selection of furniture pieces and furnishing elements implicate how he sees a living
domain as an inspiring gourd for spiritual refreshment. Subtle texture and reduced height level furniture guides one's visions outward to the city. Cityscape
and river view all around intertwine the landscape for the dwellers. It is as an echoing voice that calls for harmony between man and nature. Translated by Ray

S.C.Chu & David Mark Riz




