Watermoon Villa
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1. Plain lines form the building's exterior appearance and display a harmony. Photo©Z. X. Liu 2. A moderate slope connects to the garage with a cross-bar design.
Photo©K. M. Lee 3. Etched doorplate is simple but elegant. Photo©Z. X. Liu 4. Pool surface reflecting the scenery is located inside the garden. Photo©Z. X. Liu
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Mr. Wei-Min Lee, Partner-in-charge, LWM Architects

Bachelor of Arts in Architecture, Tamkang University, Taipei, Taiwan
Master of Arts in Architecture and Urban Designs, Harvard University,
U.S.A.

Master of Arts in Architecture, Columbia University, U.S.A.

Certified Architect, New York State, U.S.A.

Certified Architect, Taiwan

Designer ; LWM Architects / Lee Wei Min

Participants ; Mr. Guan-Jung Pan & Ms. Mwi-Chi Lin

Development; watermoon development corporation

Design Director ; Chairman Giovanni Chao

Construction ; Ton Sin Engineering Corporation

Photographer ; Mr. Gou-Min Lee & Mr. Zhen-Xiang Liu

Category 4 Villa

Location ; #16, Her-Feng 3rd Road, Her-Feng Zone, the Hwa Community
of Great Taipei District, Shin-Dian, Taipei County, Taiwan

Major Building Materials: gray sandstone, Indian basalt, beige stone with
golden pattern, Borneo ironwood, solid teak, carbonized wood, black
iron, double-layered clear glass

Total Floorage: 344.67 square meters

Ground-level Floorage: 118.52 square meters (the biggest projected
area)

Property Size ; 476 square meters
Design Period ; July, 2007 - December, 2007
Construction period ; January, 2008-December, 2008
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5. Lobby with a visual penetration brings the focus outdoors. Phot . M. Lee 6. Ample windows in the living room introduce outdoor greenery inside. Photo©K.

M. Lee 7. Living room. Solid wood and stones in large scales compose a clear appearance. Photo©K. M. Lee 8. Glass partition inside the kitchen. Photo©K. M.
Lee 9. Living room and kitchen. Photo©K. M. Lee
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10. Water flows along the wall from the second-floor pool to the fist floor, forming a small cascade. Photo©K. M. Lee 11. Balconies in different floors provide
platforms to view beautiful scenery. Photo©K. M. Lee 12. First floor balcony is a platform to appreciate the little waterfall. Photo©K. M. Lee 13. Stepping stones on
the first floor constitute a passageway that leads to the wine cellar. Photo©K. M. Lee 14. Ceiling-to-floor glass windows introduce the green panorama indoors.

Photo©K. M. Lee 15. Floor plan on the first floor. 16. Floor plan on the second floor. 17. Floor plan on the third floor. 18. Floor plan on the mezzanine floor. 19.

Floor plan on the roof.
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20. Suspended staircase provides a visual penetration vertically and allows sunlight to pass through. Photo©K. M. Lee 21. Hot Spring room. Photo©K. M. Lee 22.
Master bedroom. Screens replacing solid walls provide flexibility in space. Photo©K. M. Lee 23. Left facade. 24. Right facade. 25. Windows on the tilted roof
allow sunlight penetration. Photo©K. M. Lee
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26. Details in family room. Photo©K. M. Lee 27. Details in bathroom inside master bedroom. Photo©K. M. Lee 28. Mezzanine
floor is fixed on top of the family room inside the master bedroom. Photo©K. M. Lee 29. Bedroom. Photo©K. M. Lee 30.
Master bedroom. Photo©K. M. Lee 31. The back mountain-view is the Villa's selling point. Photo©K. M. Lee




~in search of a pure touching moment after experiencing the pomp and

vanity of this wicked world~

Enjoying a spectacular mountain view, the Watermoon Villa is located in the
high-end villa district: Her-Feng Zone of the Hwa Community of Great Taipei
District, Shin-Dian, Taipei county. Designer fuses the environment, building
and space with harmony to unveil the abundant beauty underneath the
simple surface. Wrapped with a plain exterior, the design complexity is best
exemplified by attention to details and precise utilization of building
materials. The Villa reveals the residents' inner selves and tastes.

~Cloud~

A beautiful blue sky with clouds serves as the Villa's background. Designer
tries to frame the picture of the Villa under a blue sky. Situated on a hill, the
Villa's front fa?ade overlooks roads underneath, while it's back faces the
mountain. Viewing from the street level, pedestrians' visions can be misled
because there seems to be one level apart between the front and the back.
Actually the Villa is three-story high. The back mountain-view is the Villa's
selling point.

A residence is the best expression of the resident's inner self. Simple
exterior lines of the Villa blend in the environment. Exposed cast-in-place
concrete forms the walls. Creative use of natural building materials such as
stones and wood follow the natural forms of the landscape rather than
disturbing the landscape by making it conform to the constructed space of
a building.

Designer also incorporates the "Green Building" concept which focuses on
increasing the efficiency of resource use ~ energy, water and materials ~
while reducing building impacts on human health and the environment
during the building's lifecycle. Copious recycled building materials are
utilized. The wooden exterior is only covered with a thin layer of protective
paint. The original wooden color can be seen and the lumber is non-toxic
to the environment. Double-layered glass windows provide more natural
light and lessen the need for electric lighting during the day. They also

maximize solar gain in the winter. Such high-efficiency windows can reduce
energy use.

~Water~

Attention to details can be best illustrated in the water scenery. In the
outdoor space, balconies in different floors provide platforms to view the
beautiful scenery. In the indoor space, the ceiling-to-floor glass windows
and doors allow the sound of water flows to enter the Villa.

The building is surrounded by water that flows both horizontally (waterfall)
and vertically (pools). Water flows along the wall from the second-floor pool
to the fist floor, forming a small cascade. Standing on the bridge
connecting the first-floor garden and second-floor garden, one can overlook
a full garden view. An outdoor stone staircase also provides a passageway
to view the little cascade when one descends.

Water scenery is a symbol of a mirror that reflects one's mind. Stepping
stones are embedded in the pools, forming a path for one to take a walk in
serenity to cleanse his/her mind. At night, pools are basked in the
moonlight while stepping stones are reflected with starlight. It's a perfect
moment to enjoy peace in mind.

~Greenery~
The Villa closely blends in the nature. When the home-owner comes home,
he/she feels like returning to the nature.

Innovative designs of windows provide beautiful view while preserving
privacy at the same time. A large quantity of ceiling-to-floor windows is
located in the Villa's back facing the mountain to introduce the green
panorama indoors. Window frames work as picture frames to incorporate
the spectacular mountain-view that can be appreciated from every floor
inside the Villa. Natural building materials like solid wood and stones in large
scales are used in the interior designs while black iron depicts the contour
of different layers in space. Even the meticulous designs and labor work of
the garden plants are purposely avoided.
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~Lighting~
Another focus is the application of sunlight. Light does not randomly penetrate the interior space but rather is deliberately

arranged. Designer opens three ceiling windows on the tilted roof to introduce passive solar indoors. Crossed bars can reduce

the strength of sunlight while keeping privacy.

Indoor screens replace solid interior walls to allow accessibility and flexibility in interior space. Glass partitions and suspended

staircases provide visual penetration vertically and horizontally.

Indirect illumination and wall lighting are the major sources of interior lighting. Chandeliers and table-top lamps also scatter

around the rooms. At night, the Villa is filled with soft light, thus creating a poetic atmosphere. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu & David
Mark Riz
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32. A built-in bookshelf is located in a corridor connecting the walk-in-closet inside master bedroom and the study. Photo©K. M. Lee
33. At night, the Villa is filled with soft light, thus creating a poetic atmosphere. Photo©K. M. Lee 34. A suspended staircase leads to
the mezzanine. Photo©K. M. Lee 35. The mezzanine study with a bookshelf wall that extends from the second floor. Photo©K. M. Lee
36. Black iron depicts contours in space. Photo©K. M. Lee 37. Front fagcade. 38. Back facade. 39. The green panorama can be seen
in everyday lives. Photo©K. M. Lee 40. Walls and floors are cleverly connected to allow sunlight penetration. Photo©K. M. Lee




