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Photographer | Marc Gerritsen

Category | SPA treatment center

Location_| China

Materials | stone, jade tablets, walnut, teak, brown color glass
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Completion period ] 2012
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1. Lobby, from exterior facade to interior refined elevation, showing the evolution from rough to smooth texture as metaphor of the efficacy of the Spa
therapy. 2. Design concept sketches
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3. Entry lobby with two-story high wall, atrium space with indirect light to form a cathedral like feeling. 4. Interior Elevations 5. Lobby, slender 8 meters
high space, overall clean and simple design uses linear elements and plays with proportion to form the spatial aesthetic.
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6. Lounge area display walls which can be changed according to the season change. 7. Deep equidistant gap between exterior and interior facades
to construct layers of spatial sense. 8. Lounge space maintains a low and hidden feeling mainly for rest, or quiet conversation. 9. Sections
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1. The use of rough textured stone, polished stone, translucent jade
surface, from exterior to interior shows the evolution from rough to
smooth as a metaphor of the effectiveness of the Spa. 2. More the 6,000
pieces of jade stone were used to construct the elevation, the translucent
quality of the jade stone enhanced the light fixture quality. 3. Composition
of Walnut and Teak wood constitutes a warm and peaceful atmosphere.

ESBEEN Communication Note
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1. The Name brand provides exquisite body and mind soothing and
infirmary experiences. The space design is abstract to resonant
environment characteristics reflecting the essence of spa retreat
experience. 2. Focus on the unique spatial experience and sensation,
attention to detail and texture. 3. Minimize the exclusion of beams and
columns, expand the elongated partition, allow for a high and slender
public space. 4. Separate the indoors and exterior, create atrium effect in
between space to eliminate the indoor closed in feeling.
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10. B2 plan 11. B1 plan 12. Spa area skylights bring in natural light into water treatment area. Lounging platform separates the men and women
pool areas but still maintains the continuity of overall space. 13. Elegant art installations between circulation. 14. Stairway, the general and quiet
atmosphere leads to a slower pace.

"XiXi Meta Spa" is located in Xixi Wetland, China, Situated within
the lush vegetation and quiet environment of the XiXi Wetlands,
China, XiXi Meta Spa is located in the lower levels of a boutique
hotel. The Spa provides exquisite top level water treatment
and services. With the XiXi as a focal point combined with the
elegance of local history and natural surroundings, the Spa
provides exquisite physical and mental relaxation, delicate food
convalescence and other unique experiences. Albert Ho and
Jen-Suh Hou shaped two major characteristics, on one hand
abstract resonance with the natural environment embodying
the essence of spa and on the other they capture the top level
guest preferences for unique experiences and delicate sensory
preferences.

The Spa has an independent entrance leading to the hotel's
interior in order to maintain visitors' privacy. The spa consists of
two floors, the entry lobby is located on level B2, the staircase
is the center of the space and the surrounding area is arranged
radially. The designers were expected to break through the
existing building layout in order to create an independent internal
environment. As far as possible they eliminated the beam/column
so as to expand a slender proportion so as to shape a church like
entry hall.

The two-story building facade is finished with gray color
limestone. It stands upright tall and symmetrical. The facade
resembles a mountain rock wall, the visual experience praises
nature eternally by utilizing polished stone and translucent jade
stone to define the characteristics of the interior space, In tension
a isometric deep gap separates the interior from the exterior
creating a sense of layered space that makes the lobby a giant
box embedded in the ground. The purpose of the inner and outer
facades is to dispose of the light source between the gap so that
the artificial lighting from the top of the shed, results in a natural
light-like feeling. Visible exterior stone texture and spilled light
source eliminates the sense of closure, the light differentiation
and shadow emphasizes the wall materials textural contrast from
the exterior primitive cortex to interiorize the fine elevation as the
metaphor of the efficacy of the spa treatment.

Compared to the grand entry hall, the adjacent lounge space is
relatively quiet. The lounge area is mainly for guest relaxation
or quiet conversation. The display wall can be changed in
accordance with the characteristics of the season to transform
content extended to various theme situations. The treatment
rooms are designed in a conventional linear arrangement. The
rooms are in combinations of single, double or loft-style rooms.
View framing, color, texture and lighting effects are all used to
create room atmosphere.

An eight-meter-high space with a skylight introduces natural light.
It was necessary to maintain the privacy of the adjoining men
and women pool areas. Inspired by the traditional Turkish bath
facility, the tall back seating function as screen wall which not
only achieves the separation required between men and woman
areas, but allows for space to continue to flow and extend like an
infinity pool.
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15. Exposed gray rock wall and amber-like transparent jade wall in contrast. 16. Purification treatment room corridor, with mahogany wall and brown
color opaque glass, overall clean and simple design. 17. Purification treatment single room, a box situated within a box, the enclosed rest area along
the scenery window 18. Purification treatment loft, separated by floor levels for individual lounge area and treatment rooms.

In technical details, space temperature and humidity are strictly controlled in order to provide the most ideal comfort conditions
for the guests. Lighting design was also intended to simulate the timing of natural light with the day to night color light
temperature changing through out the day.

Space is further infiltrated by Chinese cultural heritage as the scholar's favorite jade is a main installation element through out
the project. The clear and long-lasting features of jade stone is in response to the ultimate goal of the spa treatment. Despite
the fact about the utilizing the classical material jade, the installation techniques are trying to give new life. The use of mosaic-
like hand-forged jade embedded in the metal frame, and then use the frontal and back lighting to express the glory. Review in
depth, the jade stone is in the glory color mixture of light gray , yellow-green, color with fine texture grains, no excessive beauty
but elegant. The jade walls appeared in various space, continuously interwoven with the rustic walls of corridors, staircases or
spa zones, creating a visual contrast between elegance and magnificence.

The Ho+Hou Studio Architects is always been simple and elegant. Slender proportions with details are also consistently refined
beautiful details. Regardless of project type the selection of materials are ingenious. The overall design style in low-key but
interesting. This project continues the Ho+Hou Studio Architects style with a consistent elegant color scheme, for example:
rock gray, walnut and other dark colors wood in contrast to light gray and yellow green color. It is not difficult to find out even
within the varied texture of the material, the designers' intention to create a practical and aesthetic pleasant atmosphere. The art
installations located in the intersection point of dynamic circulation path, in between the flow of the time and space, to nourish
the sensation of body and heart, describing the eternal pursuit of beauty.
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