Natural Sensibility
IS EE L

5% Bt &/ ORSRET /AL RSB

2 E F | SIE R S2iE

2 B BB

ZERIMEEE ) BIEE(ETE

MASERIE ) &

ETMEL TLIIAEER C ST T - IS IS ~ KR ~ IR
Spasnd

[i=1] &1 226 ¥

ERETRFRIL 2013 % 2014 £

STLBFRE L 2016 &

interior OCT 2018

Designer | Ho + Hou studio Architects / Albert Ho, Jen-Suh Hou

Participants | Y. T. Yang, S.H Yu, Y.S. Peng

Photographer ] C. K. Liao

Category | Single House

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | paint, pebble wall surface, glass, glass block, wood floor, Epoxy
flooring

Size | 747m2

Design period | 2013 -2014

Completion period | 2016
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Albert Ho, Jen-Suh Hou
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Ho + Hou studio Architects / Albert Ho,
Jen-Suh Hou

Ho + Hou studio Architects was founded
by Albert Ho and Jen-Suh Hou; both are
registered architects in USA and had
accumulated 15 and 8 years working
experience, respectively. They set up
the team in 1997 and since then they
have won numerous awards locally and
internationally.

Ho + Hou studio Architects enjoys their
relationship with clients. They love to listen
and always arrive at the best solution,
geared to both pragmatic feasibility and
aesthetic excellence. They believe a
good design is a precise process derived
from observation and analysis leading to
problem-solving. It is neither a fashion nor
a desire quenching tactic.
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1. The building is one among many
in the community. 2. Glass block
wall invites natural light to enter but
protects privacy.
|
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3. A buffer zone set between outdoor and indoor. 4. The natural light lobby court provides convenient sitting for shoe changing. 5. Lounge and its
expanding visual link to the outdoor landscape. 6. A passage “bridge” crossing the living room. 7. The first floor plan. 8. The B1 floor plan. 9. The
B2 floor plan.
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10. Living room has an expansive seven meter height and
enjoys total penetration of the natural view. 11. Mountain view is
borrowed as an art piece in this house. 12. A view from pathway
bridge towards the living room. 13. The first floor has a zone
reserved for home working office. 14. Staircase railing uses
glass panels to maintain transparency in the space. 15. Balcony
platform is an intermediate zone set between indoors and garden.
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1. Building wall surface: NIPPON paint, pebble
surface treatment. 2. Glass block was used as
part of the building wall. 3. Wood floor: the B1
& B2 floor surface. 4. Epoxy floor: the first floor.
5. Glass: staircase and access bridge railing
panel.

ESEEEL Communication Note i
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1. The 40 years old villa was renovated to meet new demands and satisfy living comfort with good
air and ventilation. 2. The house is a place for good living, and required space requires for both the
safety of young children as well as intimate family spaces. 3. Two vertical court invites light and air
to fully permeate and enlivens the space by rich and dynamic visual layering. To assure safety in a
seismic zone, additional beams and sheer walls were inserted to reinforce the structural integrity.
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16. Living room and dining space. 17. Open style kitchen. 18. Diagram for spatial programming.

Situated at the foot of a hill, the old villa house was fully renovated into
a retreat domicile. Albrt Ho and Jen-Suh Hou took advantage of the
site and invited a new experience of living, fully immersed into nature
and the site.

Views

The existing heavy surface of the house was partially removed and
replaced with glass block wall. The total outlook of the building was
consolidated by a strict geometrical system and the existing balconies
were torn down. The transformation turned an aging appearance into
a modernistic precision, not for fashion but rather for convenience and
function. The attached screen skin protects privacy and assures it will
not be violated by cold wind in winter.

To allow rich layering of the natural views which change due to the
different seasons, the layout provides a strong visual access to the
outdoor views. Large windows invite light to enter and permeate freely
on every floor.

Transparency

The entrance is situated on the first floor, the highest level of the
building. The first floor houses the lobby, an art gallery, lounge, guest
bedroom and garage; the B1 floor is designated to the living room,
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19. Pantry, a small corner for chatting. 20. Playroom will someday turn into a children’s bedroom. 21. East-West Section. 22. W. Elevation. 23. E.
Elevation. 24. N. —S. Section. 25. Dining space enjoys terrific natural light.

dining room and kitchen; the lowest floor includes several bedrooms, playroom and a space linking to outdoor garden.
Transparency is the unique feature of the house and its feasibility required the reexamination of the existing plan. The new
design included puncturing holes into the existing floor in many locations. The open-cut floor creates vertical penetrations
and adds visual layering between interior and exterior. One of the most important elements of the opening up tactics was the
complete release of the elevator court. This created a space that provides direct physical access to the surroundings and even
hollowed up the roof to create a skylight. The second portion is an open-cut space linking the living room to the lower level and
art gallery on the upper level. The living room is visually accessible from every level and this makes it the central position where
all living fabric is grouped around.

Sensibility

Interior furnishings have no redundancy, every element plays its own role. Gentle white color was used extensively and creates
a tranquil mode which peacefully accommmodates the surrounding objects and furniture pieces.

The void space is not one of nothingness rather it was preserved to house lingering shadows and illumination and all the activity
in their family’s daily life.
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14. Master bedroom and tranquil furnishings. 27.
Diagrams of the renovation 28. Master bathroom
invites light to come in through the glass blocks. 29.
B2 garden is covered by artificial lawn, to assure safe
play area for young child.
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