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Ho + Hou Studio Architects was founded
R EASEE ~ SRIEHE R bRl - BREDEMNIM RS - BEEGRB S - B S HY RS [ by Albert Ho and Jen-Suh Hou; both are

registered architects in the USA and had
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experience, respectively before moving to

BTRKE] > I TR T R ~ SR WA IR B Sk A R A A Taipe. They set up the studio In 1997 and

since then have won numerous awards

RESPEBR TGS A Lo T ES RS BB - OB o B2 ocaly and itemationaly.

Ho + Hou Studio Architects believe that

FEIREIEAIEE « KA o BhAh - ESEPUSMU TR L HEE R - BIAMGEMSEE  dosion is a process of synthesis. On one

level it is the synthesis of architecture,

jﬂﬁﬁ ?TWE@ 7"% ]%?E%’ﬂ;%/— Bﬂ‘FE’j/HDX interior, and landscape. Each influence

and is influenced by the other. In this

%ﬁnﬁ% H E%E{%Z:EE\”E@%{&S%% > %’;‘E-‘Z sense, they are a multi-disciplinary design

practice that allows the nuances and

mafj}}kﬁlﬁ ,ﬂ: ﬁjtmz%g@%ﬁsﬁafjm{. :[j-‘:f_'/J considerations of each discipline to enrich

and enliven.
ﬁiﬂ[&_ﬁZ% réE L)\&m&hfcﬁ;ﬁafj{ﬁjj:ﬁ On a practical level, it is the synthesis
of the clients' desires and aspirations.
Instead of preset solutions, they begin by
listening, absorbing and understanding.
ﬁﬁ - }EEE With this comes a design that focuses
on the resolution of desires and not the

imposition of a style.
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. 1. The building is perched on a hill,
P o BIRELDERE Ffzo0y > PG RE R - and surrounded by trees. 2. The

preserved old tree near the front
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3. A scenic winding path down in the gardens. 4. Main entrance of the old building with new view window to the left. 5. Tranquil lobby with another
new window to the garden. 6. Living quarter in a tranquil air. 7. Main living quarter has a non-obstructive view to nature.
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This building is perched on a hill of Taipei basin, embraced by densed vegetations. The building and the garden was the
client’'s home till they were all grown up and move away, since then the site has been left empty and unattended. The new
attempt is to re-establish the estate into a family retreat. Ho+Hou Studio Architects saw a rare opportunity to take advantage of
the site and allowed the revised structure to be reconnect with the nature.

The Blending of New and old

The first thing the design team did was to make a detail survey of the site. The access road is at the highest level and then
gradually descending, through several terraces, to the main living level. Albert Ho stated that he exerted a lot of efforts to
preserve the integrity of the existing fabric, such as the stone wall, plants and winding steps, even some aging marks of the
old building were intentionally kept intact. Two large full height new windows are created to bring N/S connection and previous
openings for old air-conditioning are now transformed into openings to allow light into the space.
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8. Dining room brings back old memories. 9. Living quarter with old air-conditioning opening as windows. 10. The design retained the existing
window openings while tearing down most of the blocking walls. 11. Bathroom with clean line details and fixtures. 12. Pathway divided the private
and public zones. 13. Mezzanine level plan. 14. The second floor plan. 15. The first floor plan.
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16. New metal framed staircase with wood treads. 17. Bedroom with a view. 18.19. Sections. 20. Balcony with a firing pit.

The Endless Expansion of Space

The new layout tried to relieved the existing space from many dead ends
and unites the various height levels in an integrated space.

The pivotal space is the newly created central main stair well, which
extend vertically and horizontally to invite natural light from above and
spatially joining different rooms together. The main living/gathering space
has been stripped of most existing walls to provide extensive view from
the inside to outside. The large view windows with expansive balcony
allowed for un-obstructive view to the city. At Night the building gleam
like a gem on the hill.

True Materiality

The design team treated the old building with great sincerity. The building
retained its existing texture as it was partially transformed by adding new
elements on top of the old. For instance, the old motif tiles were kept and
modified by adding metal edge and an area rug. The client was happy to
be immersed into his old memories.
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Materials used in this project tried to take advantage of the natural condition of the site, its natural light, the lush vegetation and
the flowing air. Subtle and Humble colors in white and gray are applied and solid wood used to add warmth and juxtaposition

the space. The surfaces with different reflectivity invite lights into the space resurrect the old structure.
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1. Nippon Paint. 2. Concrete squid floor. 3.
DuPont Corian. 4. Stainless steel, brushed
finish. 5. Old original tiles.
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1. The old building is client's family asset and he grew up here. The renovating effort includes structural
reinforcement and furnishing work to provide proper space for a retreat and social gathering venue.
2. Site characteristics needed to be addressed as the renovated had to pay respect to the existing
structure and invite old memories to return.
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