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Designers | Wei Yi International Design Associates / Shin-Yuan Fang

Project Team | Teresa Hong , Amber Hu

Photographer ] Dean Cheng

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Wood flooring, mineral cement, marble (galaxy ash, black and
white roots, small carvings), white spray paint, wood veneer, iron,
PVC panel, glass, algal soil, hand-made metallic paint, Plexiglas

Size | 240m?2

Project year ] 2020
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1. The entry vestibule partition is made of PVC and glass panels, giving the space a sense of penetration
but vague connection. 2. The partial height vestibule storage serves as boundary separation between the
entrance and the public area, and the hidden coat closet in the wall completes the functional requirement.
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Shin-Yuan Fang
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Wei Yi International Design Associates /
Shin-Yuan Fang

Shin-Yuan Fang received his
undergraduate degree from NTUA and
a master degree at CYCU. He worked
for several prestigious design firms and
then found his own design firm in 2003.
He has travelled extensively and loves to
transform his travel experience into his
design works.

Wei Yi's interior design works appears
consistently in famous international media
such as (PLACES Of Spirity , (ELLE
DECORY)Y , {Marie Claire ltaly) , {Home
Living) and <(Interior the best) . Many
of his works have won design awards
such as the TID Award in Taiwan, APIDA
Award in Hong Kong, IAl Award in China,
WAF INSIDE Awards in England, iF in
Germany, Reddot and German Design
Award, etc.

Shin-Yuan Fang prefers a modern style
infused with Chinese and Japanese
aesthetic philosophy; he loves to use eco
material in artistic arrangements.
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3. Multi-directional entrance vestibule deliberately integrated with the corridor width, provides flexibility to allow owner to set up a visual focal point at
end that extends into the space. 4. The overall design mainly uses an earth tone color scheme which outlines a comfortable and relaxing environment.
A floating platform between the two circular columns also serves as a reading area. 5. Designer Fang explained that although a good collection of
different materials were used they are deliberately organized to create an integrated visual experience. 6.7. The juxtaposition of an aged wooden
coffee table and chic floating leather platform collide to create a rough and delicate textural contrast.
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Reading, is not simply an interest or hobby but more about a life giving philosophy.
"The ability to appreciate art and literature comes from the accumulation of life.” That
is the description designer Fang used for this dwelling project. The project is located
in a well-known building by Richard Meier, close to Taipei 101 and Elephant Mountain
within a excellent geographical location and living functions. This project is similar to
other Richard Meier buildings with geometric shapes and large glass and pure white
tones to create a harmonious relationship with nature. Fang combed through the white
architectural elements and translated them into the three directions of interior design:
structural function, spatial quality and attitude towards life. Absent are customary luxury
design ideas as this project is finished with well thought and elegant details to compose
a tranquil but stylish picture.

Harmonious coexistence

The designer retained the original three circular columns of the building, and used
the addition of a piece of the block shape and translucent wall structure. This is a
composition of spatial depth with rhythmic cues that sprint off from the owner's initial
thoughts about what makes an ideal home when composed of a fluid open plan layout.
Fang commented that meeting functional needs is the fundamental task for a designer.
Then how to enhance the value of space, accurately grasping the balance of the visual
experience that is the expression of the designer's personal aesthetic and design skill
performance.

The definition of a good space is not judged by cost or material selection but rather how
best to manage the right scale and well-coordinated details that keep the spirit of the
space.This is the greatest design challenge.
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8. Lighting mainly uses a single source uplighting projection. A dot-shaped light source creates a
dramatic atmosphere. 9. Visually overlapped translucent linear plane and block elements enhances
the sense of spatial depth relationship. 10. Mesh frame iron structures serves as a linkage between the
living room and the rest of the place, as a key element that defined the space. 11. Floor plan.
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The project owner is open-minded with a forthright
personality who loves reading and enjoys cooking.
He imagined a home where he can easily pick up
books everywhere. The kitchen dining area is the
daily life epicenter, and he was very interested in
maintaining the sense of spaciousness of the place.
Based on this requirement, there is an open floor
plan with a free standing kitchen island as the central
focal point. There are two 140-centimeters mesh iron
frames next to the existing circular columns, together
those architectural elements form the "V Core" in
the space that clearly define the living room, dining
space and lounge area without adding any partition
walls. The line of sight has been greatly expanded
and it maintains a sense of openness.

Bringing in the concept of "shadow play" imagery
at the entry vestibule, there are hollow PVC and
glass panels that create a translucent wall. The hazy
shadow and filtered light deepens the visual effect
of the space penetration, Fang further explained that
unlike the customary entry vestibule for residential
unit that generally provide directional guidance to the
next space in this project an "open volume" vestibule
creates a multi-directional field. Regardless of turning
left or right, one will be greeted with different scenery,
A passageway is deliberately pulled out between
the long strip of blocks (shoe cabinet) and the
translucent wall to provide spatial penetration with
flexibility for the owner to explore artwork display at
each view direction end point.

Explore the details through material differences
The living room is a combination of practical function
and display show case, each furniture piece was
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12. Custom made inner kitchen counter and cabinets echoing
the Vipp kitchen island system in the open space. Sliding
glass doors allow the owner to separate the kitchen. 13. A
Vipp kitchen island is the focal point of the project. Carefully
composed architectural elements deepened the visual effect
and greatly enhance the spatial relationship between the
human and spatial flow.

interior SEP 2021
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selected and placed with deliberate thoughts. The existing rounded structural columns create a spatial frame, and within the
visual frame is a carefully composed scene with the mesh iron frames and a linear shaped sofa designed by Philippe Starck.
A floating platform is adjacent to large floor-to-ceiling windows so the three form a "ladder"-like appearance at height with
subtleties that show the delicateness and playfulness of the design.

The owner expected the interior finishes to be worthy of storytelling and convey warmth. Fang collected an antique wooden
long-shaped coffee table and with old single chairs from Africa such as the classic Baxter table and through ingenious
arrangement to created dialogue. The contrast of rough concrete base with delicate floating leather matted platform next to the
warm fireplace sparks brings out the soul of the space.

Considering the habit of the owner who enjoys casually sitting around on the floor there was only moderate allocation of very
few selective furniture thereby leaving space openness to meet the resident’s pleasant leisure approach about life. There is
no conventional residential recessed lighting in the ceiling plane, Light approaching mainly uses single-source uplighting
projection. The light source projects a softer atmosphere effectively creating a more dramatic mood.

The master bedroom and bathroom are only slightly separated by partial height translucent wall. More interestingly, the free
standing bathtub is placed in a relatively open location only enclosed by silky screen and there is no visible floor level change
for drainage, Fang shared how the design team precisely calculated the drainage slope to ensure that water can flow smoothly
into drainage without overflow. For continuity and consistency the floor and wall finishes were deliberately applied with same
special finish paint.

Sincere and prudent handling of every small detail is a lesson from Mies van der Rohe, Fang orchestrated a tranquil yet playful
dwelling that is balanced with rational thinking and emotional design.

interior SEP 2021
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1. Take advantage of the translucent material quality
the design creatively creates space distinction without
separation walls. 2. Featured with a Vipp Danish
Kitchen island module, and complemented with
custom made kitchen cabinet casework. 3. Carefully
selected furniture and accessories, in addition to
classic brand name pieces from Cassina, Fritz
Hansen and Baxter, plus antique furniture pieces,
together they shape the vitality of the space.

FEBIEREEEEL Communication Note
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1. A sense of openness was the primary requirement from the owner along with easy access
to books. The mesh frame iron structure functions as bookshelves, provides book placement,
while the floating platform of the living room can be used as a reading area. The small desk
in the master bedroom allows occupants to be easily immersed in the fragrance of the book. 2.
Owners love the sense of nature. Seeking a comfortable and informal atmosphere the overall
design character concept was set to neutral with an earth tone color scheme color pursuing
the balance between movement and serenity. 3. Retain the existing building rounded
columns, and strategically introduce a block within the space to create an open plan. 4. With
the exception of two private bedrooms, the entire project was design as an open plan.
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14. Wine cabinets are made mainly of copper and rust iron, and the adjacent wooded cabinets are finished with a special paint to echo the material
finishes. 15. The reflective properties of the translucent wall give the residence a tranquil quality. 16. The meshed structures are not only elements that
define space but also contribute to light and shadow changes. 17. The guest toilet is calm and subdued, artistically organizing functional needs. 18.
Via the “aperture” making the visual connection and lessening the narrowness sense of the guest toilet. 19. The master bedroom. The free standing
bathtub is only enclosed by a silky screen. 20. With precious drainage flow calculations, the design team ensured that the floor remained level. 21.

The bathroom is presented in pure tones and the relaxation of mood can be obtained after washing the body.




