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Designers | Wei Yi International Design Associates / Shin-Yuan Fang

Project Team | Teresa Hong, Cindy Wu

Photographer ] Dean Cheng

Category | Residential

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Mineral Paint, Spray Paint, Metal panels, Manmade stone, Solid
wood flooring

Size | 99.1m?2

Project year | 2021
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1. Design team extended the vocabulary of the space through "platform planning" 2. The entry storage
cabinet defines the boundary between the vestibule and living space, a contrast between solid and void
in the space.
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Wei Yi International Design Associates /
Shin-Yuan Fang

Shin-Yuan Fang received his
undergraduate degree from NTUA and
a master degree at CYCU. He worked
for several prestigious design firms and
then found his own design firm in 2003.
He has travelled extensively and loves to
transform his travel experience into his
design works.

Wei Yi's interior design works appears
consistently in famous international media
such as (PLACES Of Spirity , (ELLE
DECORY)Y , {Marie Claire Italy) , {Home
Living) and <(Interior the best) . Many
of his works have won design awards
such as the TID Award in Taiwan, APIDA
Award in Hong Kong, IAl Award in China,
WAF INSIDE Awards in England, iF in
Germany, Reddot and German Design
Award, etc.

Shin-Yuan Fang prefers a modern style
infused with Chinese and Japanese
aesthetic philosophy; he loves to use eco
material in artistic arrangements.
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3. The entertainment wall is composed of different
materials. The main challenge was how to accurately
present the proportions of materials and as well as the
material dialogue between surface as visual continuity
was the main challenge. 4. Transforming an existing
25 year old apartment building with a relatively narrow
layout by using floating geometric blocks as space
dividing boundaries while also retaining the sense of
penetration of the space.
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"The soul of space, the sustenance of life" is the design essence ]
upheld by designer Fang for the residential project of "Family". The -
existing apartment building is a 25 years old structure with a relatively o _ : | _[
compressed lower floor height, compacted narrow interior layout as = |

well as insufficient natural lighting. Considering the family consists of
an owner couple and two cats with simply living needs Wei Yi's design
reconfigured the plan layout and circulation, working with the existing
structure, elevations, and materials to improve the living space quality for
the occupants.
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Three-dimensional life trajectory linked by circulation

The existing plan layout was affected by various structural limitations,
as well as a limited floor plate. While there were up to four bedrooms
and a raised Japanese tatami room it did not meet the owner's needs
and overall appeared to be very compressed. Therefore how to make
the overall environment look spacious and not oppressive was the main
requirement made by the owner.
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5. The sloped ceiling planes runs through different spaces bringing continuity to the public area.
6. The essence of this project is distilled from the Scarpa’s design concepts. Natural and smooth
transitions from plane to three-dimensional volumes and the separation and connection between
elements is the demonstration of design talents. 7. The platform design fulfill the special functional
requirement - cat jumping activity stage, which becomes a lounging leisure corner for family to
gather and accompany. 8. Unique details at Cat jumping platform. 9. Existing floor plan. 10. New

8 floor plan. 11. The wood flooring fortifies the sense of warmth of the space.
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Due to the existing conditions and the impossible to demolish bearing wall and
upturn beam structure the interior had many restrictions. In response the design
team reconfigured the plan layout, reorganize the circulation based on functionality,
and maximized the public area spatial efficiency. For the area with existing low
beam conditions the use of a sloped ceiling plane solved the low head height
clearance deficiencies and the ceiling plane now functions as connector of the
integration of the dining room, living room, and lounging area. The continuous
surface enlarges the visual effect .

Through a "platform planning" technique to resolve the upturn beam disruption,
the designers extended the monolithic plan vocabulary into a three-dimensional
connection This also improved the layout with a special function (cat jumping
platform) to meet the needs of the two cat family members.

The "Family" project is focused on examining and rediscovering the companionship
between family members and the interface with the dwelling space. Designer Fang
further explained that he applied the Italian architect Carlo Scarpa's architectural
detailing vocabulary such as notions of elaboration, composition, separation and
detail, volume and corner, etc., through rigorous and delicate design techniques to
present the multiple appearances of the elevations.
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12. Indirect light is the main lighting sources and the only place where specific fixtures are needed. 13. Kitchen consists of white finishes as a theme.
14.15. A retractable sliding door allows the space to be used as a guest room or opened up as part of the public area. 16. Master bedroom. A simple
and elegant environment that creates a calm and relaxed ambient. 17. The master bathroom with a very shallow sloped floor level for a positive water
flow to the drain. 18. Screen door detail at master bedroom.
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The space as a whole used pure white as the base tone, seemingly simple plain but containing a host of exquisite details.
The “floating platform” a four sided entertainment center cabinet is a showcase of the designer’s design ability to accurately
balance the distance to the ground, articulate the material thickness, reveals and proportion. In addition, the delicate change
in material is another key points of the design team's attention, within the same white overall appearance, with distinct finish
textures, imperceptibly expressing the sense of design.

The design thoughts must be in tune with the current situation

Fang paid great attention to the relationship between the vertical surface and the horizontal plane and the balance between
distance and proportion was very important. He commented that when working on floor

planning, it is necessary to make design strategy adjustment according to the existing l

given conditions, rather than implementing a fixed and rigid model which ignored the ”“m m iIIH
appropriateness of matching with the surrounding environment. Like the existing upturn beam ||| “'
structure in the space, the design team conformed to the given height, transforming it into a

seating area for family that also can be used as extension of the cat jumping platform to create

a smooth circulation. The configuration and shape of the cat jumping platform is constructed

with reference to cat behaviors and daily activities. Implementing Scarpa style poetic detailing, ) |

the setting off the floating and lightness of the volume is full of design creativity. The master || H| |
bedroom consists of simple elements emitting an elegant and tranquil temperament, and e

the meticulous design thoughts shape the appropriate scale and proportion for the space; lm Mml .
Softening the physical boundaries between spaces, organizing a functional framework, and

instilling a personalized atmosphere are the three design principles to which the design team

adhered thus and giving the old house not only a new appearance, but furthering offer the

occupants a pleasant, simple and comfortable life.
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1. The space uses white as the main color scheme tone
envisioned through a variety of finish materials and rich
textures such as paint, spray paint, and iron plate. 2. The
floor was originally conceived to be a painted finish but was
then replaced by wooden flooring to enhance the warmth of
the residential environment. 3. The use of grille and glass
elements allows spatial penetration as wells as superimposes
the gradient layer of the home's spatial effect. 4. Furniture
and accessories all mostly imported brand names.
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. The design team analyzes the owners' living needs and reorganized the floor
Iayout. They only retained the master bedroom and a multi-purpose room reserved
for use as an extension of the public area or as a guest room. 2. There were many
restrictions and deficiencies of the existing site so how to eradicate problems through
design, enlarge the sense of space, and optimize the feeling of life, were the main foci
of the project. 3. As family members, design considerations needed to include meeting
the needs of the two cats and their daily activities. 4. All structures and elevations
were carefully calculated and organized to create a well-organized and rhythmic

atmosphere.
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