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Designers | Ho + Hou Studio Architects / Albert Ho, Jen-Suh Hou
Participant] Ssu-Hua Yu

Photographer ] C.K.L

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | gray marble, walnut veneer, metal structure staircase, glass
Size | 287.6m?2

Project year| 2021
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Albert Ho , Jen-Suh Hou
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Ho + Hou studio Architects was founded
by Albert Ho and Jen-Suh Hou; both are
registered architects in USA and had
accumulated 15 and 8 years working
experience, respectively. They set up
the team in 1997 and since then they
have won numerous awards locally and
internationally.

Ho + Hou studio Architects enjoys their
relationship with clients. They love to
listen and always arrive at the best
solution, geared to both pragmatic
feasibility and aesthetic excellence.
They believe a good design is a precise
process derived from observation and
analysis leading to problem-solving. It is
neither a fashion nor a desire quenching
tactic.
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1. A five-meter-long table can be
used as a working table, brunch
table, and as a platform for holding
finger snacks during a social
gathering. 2. The spatial layout was
re-arranged.
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3. The open court retains transparency through the use of tempered glass panels. 4. A walnut wood long wall separates the public zone and utility
space. 5. Walnut wood wall and gray color marble floor in an intimate mood. 6. Open style entertainment room.
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7. The lower-level plan. 8. The upper-level

0| g [T

4 plan. 9. The staircase is like s transparent art

I pieces mingled into living room and audio-
video entertainment quarter. 10. Details,
— staircase. 11. Display platforms joined into

the staircase. 12. The second floor reading

space enjoys good air and natural light. 13.

8 The reading room is situated in the position

leading towards the master bedroom.

This apartment is situated in center Taipei and enjoys an exceptional mountain view. The clients are a couple raising two young
children. They value living comfort and love to enjoy quality time for family gatherings.

Even though this unit had a terrific air quality the existing furnishings were tight and inefficient in terms of spatial layout. This
design began by re-organizing its spatial system.

Vertical view

Albert pointed out that the challenge of the design was the position of the existing staircase. The new one moved from the
previous position near the lobby to the physical center of the lower floor. It was slightly lifted up onto a wood platform and given
visual prominence like a small stage.

The handrail is fabricated of tempered glass panels and supported by thin metal bars. The transparency of the staircase allows
light to travel freely from the two sides and creates a visual depth interrupted by the up-and-down movement of the residents.
Ascending the staircase, one finds displayed art works which are part of the client’s collection.
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14.15. Master bedroom. 16. Master bathroom and its gray color floor. 17. Master bathroom equipped with black color sanitary equipment. 18. Bathroom
in intimate ambience.

Spatial layout reorganized

The lower-level plan was re-organized, so the public zone is divided into four zones — living room, breakfast/brunch dining at
the front position, and an audio-video room and formal dining room at the rear. These zones can also be linked together as a
single zone to accommodate large social gatherings. Besides the public zone, there is a utility zone where storage, bathroom,
utility equipment and kitchen are settled right behind a walnut surface partition.

The upper floor is fully dedicated to bedrooms and a reading room, which is situated in the central position surrounded by
bedrooms. All open to below edges are clad in tempered glass panels which invite natural light to permeate in.

Design for users

The spatial layout was designed to fit the needs of the residents. The wife requested
| = | an easy to maintain and pure aesthetic space so the design team provided a flexible
; use main living space. White color wall surfaces and marble floors can be easily taken
care of. The air ventilation system was redesigned to maintain perfect air quality and
sound humidity control.

There is a five-meter-long island style platform, used as a casual working table to
meet the husband’s requirement. The wife’s reading corner is in the master bedroom
in a position where the kids can join in. The husband’s art collection pieces appears
in a pivotal positions and there is an audio-video quarter to entertain every family
member.
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1. Gray color marble floor. 2. White color paint and walnut veneer
set the partition tone. 3. Gray color granite tiles and black color
sanitary facilities in bathroom. 4. Staircase is structured by a metal
skeleton. The flights are covered by solid wood pieces and the
border is divided by glass panels.
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The biggest challenge of the design was to rearrange the position of the
staircase, and the final solution was to place it in the physical center of the
apartment. Entertainment room allows free access without being confined to a
sealed room.




