Sense of Simplicity

CES

L]
EZETERR .
&2 &t &
R &l
ZeRGIEE
HASENTE
EZHH

[i=1) Li=f|
BB

USELEE
Y KL ES
S E R IR BT
fEEZER

=¥

BROMAZARHENE ~ MR AN ~ FOHKE ~ REZRZE ~
FIE S F xR~ BHEEREG - SEHEREEO
ENEREEEG ~ KEG ~ KESERIE

106 1

2022 &

interior JUN 2022

Design Team | Waterfrom Design

Designers | Nic Lee, Richard Kuo, Eugene Huang

Photographer ] Lee Kuomin Photography Teams

Category | Residential

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | European oak floor, steel brushed oak veneer, Japanese tatami
mat, leather, rust copper paint, white travertine, granite, terrazzo,
ceramic tile

Size | 350m?2

Project year ] 2022
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Nic Lee, Richard Kuo,
Eugene Huang
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Waterfrom Design / Nic Lee, Richard
Kuo, Eugene Huang

"The shape of water comes from
the vessel it carries and it adapts to
environmental changes with boundless
imagination." Established in 2008,
Waterfrom Design has specialized in
both the field of interiors and architectural
design, adhering to the original intention
that design should be like "water”, pure,
organic and with flexibility.

Major Design Award: 2021 Best Real
Estate Project of ELLE DECO China
Interior Design Awards (Tidewater
Gap), 2021 AD100 China Most
Influential Architectural and Interior
Design {ANEST Collective), 2020
Frame Awards, Jury Prize Winner
for Single-Brand Store of the Year
{Exhibition of Frozen Time) , 2020 Asia
Pacific Interior Design Awards, Gold
Award of Leisure & Entertainment Space
{Exhibition of Frozen Time), 2020
Golden Pin Design Award, Best Design
of Interior Design {Reading under the
Lake)
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1. Wood finishes support the theme
of the project. 2. Deliberately
compressed entrance amplifies the
volume of the main space.
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3. Flexible furniture composition creates places for lounging throughout the space, one can enjoy the scenery everywhere. 4. The external design
vocabulary is extended into the tea room, and the division of the wall strengthens the rhythm.
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5. Exquisite design details and rich layering throughout the space. 6. The curve of the ceiling plane conforms to the river channel and the building
shape as the interior design echoes the exterior appearance. 7. The slim column neatly conceals the sliding doors, and the lightweight volume does
not block the view so it presents itself as an object in display.

Located on the banks of the Tamsui River, "Sense of Simplicity" sits on a unique natural landscape. The interior planning
follows the organic curvature of the building structure to take advantage of the large area of views. The design team explained
that considering this project can be designated as a "vacation house" the floor plan layout is relatively more casual than the
typical residential space. The emphasis is focused on natural lighting and spatial openness to create a comfortable and warm
environment. It is a healing place where one can embrace the greenery of landscapes.

The overall planning of the space is carried out with the concept and technique of “openness," to emphasize and encourage
the interaction with the exterior scenery.

The deliberately compressed entrance scale contrasts with the enlarged interior public spaces and open views. The designer
has further explained that the space will not be divided by fixed partitions but rather by changes in finish material texture to
define space This draws a clear boundary and emphasizes the features of the project openness.

Encounter Meeting the light, accompany by the scenery
The most outstanding characteristic of the project site is the tremendous beautiful landscape and abundant of natural light.
How to highlight these advantages and allow residents to leisurely enjoy the entire river view and the mountains at all times

M DT Material Analysis
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1. Interior finishes focused on selecting neutral tones. Low-key and warm textures
create a bright and peaceful atmosphere. 2. Use of the grille screen system for
spatial openness at the same time maintains privacy. 3. The lighting strategy uses
localized light sources to create diverse light and shadow scenes in the space. 4.
Furnishings were selected with flexibility and style in mind, with a novel feeling in
their classic appearance.
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1. As a vacation house, the project has an open plan strategy
focusing on the flow of light and view throughout the space.
2. Minimizing permanent partitions preserves spatial flexibility.
3. An adopted traditional Chinese architectural vocabulary
is supplemented by geometric elements to compose a
comprehensive picture.




enjoy was the main task for the design team. This project widely adopted "architectural" vocabulary, using staggered walls, and
even hanging walls to construct the spatial rhythm. The designer added that it was necessary to pay attention to the balance
between the various volumes in order to maintain the integrity and visual balance. While carrying out the space partitioning, it
was necessary to appropriately retain the openings to enable natural light to filter into the core area and so it could be shared
by the entire space. The design team used a variety of geometric elements to compose spatial perception layers, such as the
circular shape of the ceiling which echoes the image of the river, this not only fortifies the leisurely atmosphere of the room,
but also more closely matches the organic appearance of the building, therefore bringing a harmonious and stable living
experience.

Overall, the spatial atmosphere is depicted in a harmonious stroke by a large number of light colored materials. Wood and
stone were used to construct a comfortable background so that the external scenery and the daily laughter of the occupants
become the most colorful part of "Sense of Simplicity.” A free standing counter is made of light gray stone with a subtle natural
texture that becomes the visual focus in the space and also marks the spatial change. The designers noted that details still
need to be maintained even in the large space’s open area, therefore they implemented various detailing techniques such as
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thickening the wall, dividing the surfaces, and chamfering corners, etc., to
meet not only the functional needs but also to outline unexpected shadow
effects and create more of a sense of sequence for the space.

American writer Henry David Thoreau's famous work "Lakeside Essays",
described his simple life by the lake and his reflections on life and formed
the inspiration for the Waterfrom Design team to introduce this quintessential
aspect to the project by deliberately placing a number of resting corners in
the project, such as the tea room, living room with flexible furniture, lounges
, etc., In these spaces one can leisurely find a personal quiet corner, or
chose to engage with the sky, river views, or with people and life around.

ey g
Well organized leisure life

Privacy is an inevitable part of the living space, and the design team 1
solved this through a "grid system.” For example, the double-layered lattice of the tea room provides two very different forms of
transparency, and the flexibility corresponds to spatial and functional needs. The living room connecting the master bedroom
and public space, serves an intermediary space for the public and private domains also uses sliding grille doors to achieve
the needs of openness and privacy. A deliberately placed thin column not only conceals the door hardware, but also serves
as a double-sided unique display at the end of a view. Exclusive details are also the focus of this project, such as the adoption
of traditional Chinese wooden structural support bracket details, prudently detailed cross-shape as well as the column array
arrangement. Layers of delicately constructed details create a beautiful order and the space is complete with cultural reference
but not overwhelming. Paired doors that form the entrance to the master bedroom frame the sense of symmetry, and the interior
is integrated into a clear axial relationship that retains the appropriate window openings for light and air to flow freely. In it most
basic form this residence highlights the clarity of space, which allows a dialog between space and the mind to achieve the
beauty of daily life.
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8. Symmetrical master bedroom design with a direct river view. 9. The fine grille sliding door maintains the spatial continuity but also obscures the
distance between the two sides. 10. The master bathroom is also symmetrically planned, with the interstitial seams of the columns allowing light to
filter in. 11. Floor plan. 12. Full height window opening leading to a large balcony is the best stage to enjoy the river view.




