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Albert Ho , Jen-Suh Hou
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Ho + Hou Studio Architects / Albert Ho,
Jen-Suh Hou

Ho + Hou studio Architects was founded
by Albert Ho and Jen-Suh Hou; both are
registered architects in USA and had
accumulated 15 and 8 years working
experience, respectively. They set up
the team in 1997 and since then they
have won numerous awards locally and
internationally.

Ho + Hou studio Architects enjoys their
relationship with clients. They love to
listen and always arrive at the best
solution, geared to both pragmatic
feasibility and aesthetic excellence.
They believe a good design is a precise
process derived from observation and
analysis leading to problem-solving. It is
neither a fashion nor a desire quenching
tactic.
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1. Artworks are mingled into the
space.
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2. Round shape carpet set a border for seating with designer furniture pieces scatter about. 3. Bar
table, features titanium plate, ebony wood surface and marble panels. 4. Plan. 5. Titanium plate gives
the space a dynamic visual layering.
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6. Kitchen is painted in gray and Burgundy color plasters to make good its dialogue with
the VIPP kitchenware. 7. Painting studio. 8. Indirect lighting, inspired by James Turrell’s
artwork. 9. Bathroom details. 10.11. VIPP kitchenware dialogues with the French style
window framing motif.




Ho + Hou studio’s work is well known for its essence of beauty in terms of the simplicity
and clarity in their use of material. This project further withnesses how they mingle art
into architecture and as an interior furnishing tactic.

The Clients are good collectors of art and they expect they life is fully surrounded
by arts. The works needed to be settled like those in a fine institution and this high
expectation had to occur in a non-conventional living room.

Curvature and free space

The entry space is defined by a curved wall and visual hints direct the spatial layout.
The living space is hidden behind the curved wall and the space is encircled by
furniture and a round shaped ceiling formation. The limestone pattern is aligned
with the ceiling border and dialogues with another round area with a bar table that
is immediately linked to the dining space. The ample living zone is dominated by
artworks and the positions of each piece were carefully selected to yield space for
enjoying them. The whole living space is not restricted by a designated function but
rather can be used depending on the occasions.

Like an art gallery

To give the artworks a distinctive role, the surrounding furnishing materials are simple
in color and texture; Limestone paves the floor, and stucco in a light color covers
the surface of the ceiling and partitions. The lighting design is a delicate element to
provide the best illumination for arts and satisfy the pragmatic demands for daily living.
Inspired by James Turrell’s lighting art, the ceiling niche and lighting bands turn a
functional element into art. Similar inspiration appears in the color pattern used in the
bathroom, which uses a Ellsworth Kelly’s drawing as a model. To preserve the client's
collection of many precious art pieces, the team implemented a professional air-
conditioning and humidity control system. 9
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FEM DT Material Analysis
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1. Limestone: floor paving. 2. Venetian Plaster: ceiling and partition walls.
3. Gilt titanium plate: embellishes wall surface. 4. Black color titanium finish:
used in kitchen to embellish the VIPP kitchenware.
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1. Art collection mingle into the furnishings. 2. Living room needed
to be fresh and stylish rather than a conventional setting. 3. VIPP
kitchenware needed to be incorporated into the design.



Evolving styles

Like an art gallery, the residence houses art of different
styles. The living room is ample and calm, good for
displaying contemporary art pieces; the dining space and
bar area furnished in fine wood in dark colors is a terrific
spot for art-deco art like seen in Paris bistros. The kitchen is
dominated by VIPP kitchenware in a modernistic beauty and
high abstraction, while the French style window grating posts
obscure the contrast of two fashions. Furnishings inside the
master bedroom and master bathroom represent the Art-
Deco fashion of early modernism exemplified by simplified
molding and decorative elements in gray, white and black
colors all of which give the space a unique experience.
Terrific detailing and fine construction is the reputation that
the team earned and this project maintains their reputation.
Metal members such as gilt titanium were used to increase
the visual layering and even create slight visual variation
between different rooms.
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12. Master bedroom in an old Shanghai art-deco mode. 13. Master bedroom in a tranquil comfort. 14. Master bathroom and its color motif, inspired by
a Ellsworth Kelly’s painting. 15. Master bathroom in an art-deco fashion. 16. Child’s room. 17. Gallery bookshelves. 18. Child’s bathroom.
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