As The Handscroll Hainting Unfurls
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Designers | Chians Interior / Lien Wu Chen

Project Team | Yi Sin Jhang, Fangfei Design / Li Fang Shen
Photographer ] Ying Liu

Category | Residence

Location ] China

Materials | mm paint, gold foil, marble, tile, glass panel, metal
Size | 611.6m?2

Project year| 2021
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Chains Interior / Lien Wu Chen

Lien Wu Chen was born in a family full of
artists. After he graduated from TKU and
completed graduate studies, he went to
New York City to study art. He has won
numerous awards including the iF Design
Award, Red Dot Award, G-mark Good
Design Award and the IDEA Excellent
Design Award.

Chains Interior seeks innovative design
and has a very good sense in inserting
art pieces into space. He proposed an
idea called “Post-Style” , which states
that a good design is always derived from
a previous design and any innovative
idea are born out of bold challenges. He
founded City Gallery in 2011 and works
with Eslite Book to curate works of various
artists.
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1. Living room right behind a
Chinese landscape painting glass
wall. 2. A standing lamp illuminates
a vista wall to welcome the family
returning home.
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3. Large windows invite picturesque views into the room.
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Suzhou has more than 2500 years of history, and is considered to be the oldest city in China. Its unique geographical feature
of water canals has given the city the nickname of Eastern Venice. Right along the main channel is a district restricted to
only residential purposes so its construction had to follow the toughest guidelines and local codes to protect its long cultural
heritage.

The residence sits along main Suzhou cannel and immediately joins with a century old canal while the other side of the
residence meets another river conduit. Lien Wu Chen imagined this work as totally integrated into the site and eventually be
pictured as a landscape painting projecting a daily life not much change from medieval times.

A scroll painting

The client is a couple with two children. The program required independent bedrooms and an intimate family room. Chen’s
design started from a garden and then gradually moved from the lobby to the public zone then moved to the upper floor
and private quarters. The rhythm of spatial movement follows a virtual trip in the natural landscape like scenes unfolding in a
Chinese scroll painting and each view guides the twists and turns that join together in a continuous flow.

The first floor is the public zone. The main door along the car path was slightly converted to guide the twisting turns until the
path hits a vista wall illuminating by a standing lamp. The sharp turn that passes the wall then meets a silky screen which allows
visual penetration to the living room. Large windows invite inside ample natural light and project a long picturesque canal view.
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4. Dining room and herring-bone motif glass panel. 5. Chinese landscape style painting printed as wall paper used in the dining room. 6. Tea platform

overlooks the canal views. 7. The first floor plan. 8. The second floor plan. 9. The third floor plan. 10.11. Family room, the second floor. 12. Intimate
color in the family room.
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Behind a herring-bone patterned glass screen is the dining room wrapped by two partitions covered by a landscape painting.
On another side appears a tea platform which is easily accessible to an outdoor river view and can look towards the husband’s
childhood house.

The second floor is the second page of the picture books. The space starts from a family room and four functionally different
rooms surround the family room and each plays an independent role yet can be joined together as a single space. The family
room allows the two kids freely play, read, and sleep. The third floor is the master bedroom, housed under a pitched roof.
The perfect position of the reading room window directly confronts canal view and tree top meets the window edge to give a
romantic fair-tale fantasy.

Chen said he was moved by local culture and the unique river life inspired him to use local iconic color like black ink and motifs
like a labyrinth loop and herring bone pattern and even modern artistic work has transformed this from a traditional lucky motif
to be used extensively. The furnishing objects appeared in this residence have unique features which is dominated by round
shapes; lighting fixtures, furniture pieces, art work and small furnishing pieces which have all adopted the round shape as the
basic form. Chen has said the round shape signifies prosperity and blissful happiness and is an eternal symbol as a family
gathering.
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13. Family room is used for family gatherings, and kids can play and read in the space. 14. Each room has its unique view. 15. Kid's room. 16. The
second floor bathroom. 17. The third floor master bedroom. 18.19. Reading room can enjoy terrific canal view.
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1. Modern Masters paint is a special paint, and offers water wave on
the surface of a wall. 2. Suzhou local gold foil craftsmanship appears
in the ceiling and lighting fixtures as a decorative motif. 3. Landscape
painting wrapped inside a glass panel and several tailored design
furnishing pieces are fabricated by fine craftsmanship.
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1. The designer persuaded the client to convert the existing half floor height
window into a floor to ceiling window. 2. Client strongly demanded a family
gathering spot, to allow kids and parents gather together in an intimate mode.
The layout of the residence is fully divided by its floors, the lowest is for the
public, the top is exclusively for private use.

35



