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1. The spiral stair is the focal point of the space. 2. First floor plan.
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Chains Interior / Lien Wu Chen

Lien Wu Chen was born in a family full of
artists. After he graduated from TKU and
completed graduate studies, he went to
New York City to study art. He has won
numerous awards including the iF Design
Award, Red dot Award, G-mark Good
Design Award and the IDEA Excellent
Design Award.

Founded in 1999, Chains Interior is a
professional interior design company in
pursuit of innovative design as the goal.
It specializes in integrating art work into
space to improve the overall design level,
and use materials and colors to create a
very different design texture. Advocating
"post-styleism" design as a challenge to
past ideas and subversion of former forms
the firm focuses on the comprehensive
and fluid embodiment of design concepts
in space. In 2011, the City Gallery
provided professional art procurement
and consultancy services, and is actively
involved in the management of artists. Co-
organizing Taiwanese artist Mr. Chen Dao
Ming solo exhibitions with Taiwan Eslite
Gallery in 2011, 14, 15 and 2021, Chains
is dedicated to bringing art and aesthetics
into everyday life.
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3. From entry into the hallway, the concentric floor pattern expresses a good omen for the family. 4. Centered from the staircase, the floor plan spins
and expands out. 5. The glass guardrail panel with delicate silk inlay establishes a unique sense of order. 6. Private room. 7. Royal blue is the theme
for the living space.
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Someone said that Shaoxing is a city woven by
the river, as it is a major textile manufacturing city,
Shaoxing also holds one of the world's largest textile
trading market. The project owner is a local resident
and operates a textile trading business. Designer
Chen was inspired by the connection between the
owner and the geographical environment so he
proceeded to design the project with “weave” as
concept. In Ku-shih shih-chiu shou, an anthology
of Chinese poems, describes the legend of Zhinu,
the goddess of weaving, woven out of the beautiful
clouds in the heaven and sky. The design team took
the image of delicate weaving as the concept, and
converted it into a design language implemented
throughout the space.

Soft as yarn, light as cloud

Chen mentioned that building and space with its
unique vitality the design was to acclimate and tailor
this special quality. On his first site visit, he felt the
old layout hindering the development of space,
therefore the very first task for the design team was
to demolish the fragmented partitions and allow
the circular staircase in the middle of the building
to be free and visible. Project “weave” transformed
the upward staircase as the main character of
the space. The spiral stair is the center of a reel
of thread, whirling from inside out and space is
expanded by this image of concentric circles.
Oriental emperor gold and the Western royal blue
form the main color scheme. Blue sofas, pillows,
carpets and curtains, interior finishes gently render
the tranquil atmosphere while the ceiling, lighting,

8.9. KEMR ~ (BEM ~ IBRZEEFIIRIVEERIREFLHEERR -
8.9. The golden inlay from the ceiling, lighting fixtures,
cabinets to door panels, reveal the subtle luxury.
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1. Glass : A large number of glass and mirror materials, not only enlarge the
space bit also retain the penetration quality of the space. Thorough painting
techniques create a hazy atmosphere. 2. Metal : The metal wire represents
yarn, from the ceiling, lighting fixtures, cabinets to door panels, weaving
through the space, weaving out of the space. 3. Color : The application
of Western royal blue and the Eastern magenta divide the two spatial
atmospheres.
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1. The existing plan layout hindered the development of the space,
so the first task of the design team was to remove the fragmented
partitions so that the circular staircase in the center of the building
could be visible and liberated. 2. After the completely reorganized plan
was complete the original staircase re-emerged as the core of the
spatial circulation giving the plan and visual field breathing space for
transition.



cabinets and door panels with golden metal inlays bring out a luxurious sense companied
with Damascus style patterns that symbolize the integration of East and West. Whether it's
a neatly arranged pattern or randomly altered large prints, each bedroom uses different
textures and patterns as the visual subject with different fabrics showing different styles
and tones. Within the new plan layout, the staircase became the center core transition
space of the overall circulation, the glass guardrail panel with delicate silk inlay establishes
a unigue sense of order.

Because the owner's life and work complement each other so in addition to incorporating
his favorite “textile” into the design, he also expected space that could host business
related functions.

Therefore design team placed the dwelling function spaces on the 1st and 2nd floor,
including the living room, kitchen, Western-style dining room, private space and
bedrooms. On the lower level, the design team used artistic paint color as contrast to
distinguish the office and leisure entertainment space.

After experiencing the elegant softness of the Western style, one comes to the basement
and encounters a full oriental flavor, dark lines and bird-shaped fixture leading residents
into the Chinese garden artistic concept. The designers took the idea of auspicious cloud
mists around the lower level and spread painted gradient pattern on glass panels to allow
light into the space but retains privacy. Opening the glass doors, one can see layers of
slate are stacked into the shape of a mountain, accompanied with planted bamboo that
flutterings in the wind, and is composed into a landscape scenery. The last embellishment
is the vermilion red that radiates a warm tone into the space also serves as an auspicious 14
omen for the whole house.

The designer commented that this project is a metaphor of textile fundamentals, starting with pure base fabric through
the process of interweaving threads through various techniques to create a beautiful fabric. From the ancient Silk Road to
contemporary Shaoxing city, textile products are and have been an important medium of exchanges between different cultures
just like this project which has implemented a Chinese and Western integrated style in space that echoes the inseparable
relationship between people and space.
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10.11. Dark lines and bird-shaped fixture lead residents into the Chinese garden artistic concept. 12. Layers of slate are stacked in the shape of a
mountain, accompanied by planted bamboo that flutters in the wind, and is composed into a landscape scenery. 13. Second floor plan. 14. Lower
level floor plan. 15. Vermilion red glows with a warm tone in the space and is also an auspicious omen for the whole house. 16. Private office space
with generous storage capacity.
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