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Stephen Kuo

M.A. London Metropolitan University
B.A. University of the Arts London
Lecturer, Shih Chien University
Founder of Materiality Design, 2002
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1. Open style layout allows flexible
use of the living room. 2. Round
shaped staircase dominates the
lobby and directs one towards
the three orientation paths, two
horizontal and one vertical.
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3. Fan-shaped living room. 4. Rosy color diamond shape panel surface
reflect natural light with a glittering shine. 5. Reading corner’s intimate
atmosphere. 6. Kid’s playground on the upper floor.
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7. The first floor plan. 8. The second floor plan. 9. The top floor plan. 10. Book shelves along a linking bridge. 11. Staircase and the wood covered
flights. 12. Book shelves along a linking bridge. 13. Glass handrail design. 14.15. Staircase design allows natural light to penetrate.




This unit is at the top of an apartment building and enjoys an exceptional views and a roof
garden.

Stephen said that the client and family are middle-class and enjoy activities including
reading and sports. The couple’'s demand was that the new residence have a unique
characteristic to really fit the family.

Staircase is a landscape

The first impression of this apartment is its ample natural light and a staircase that leads
the family to the upper level, so the biggest challenge of the project was to coordinate the
needs of the family members and use this vertical link in a wise and efficient way.

The staircase made a positional shift, moving from the central position to a place near the
lobby, and has been reshaped from rectangular to a circular shape. The position easily
divided the three orientation paths allowing each member to easily access to where they
want to go, and the round shape forms a vivid body in an energetic way.

Light and living

Moving in the apartment is like being immersed in a fun journey where the eyes can catch
views with very different characteristics. The lobby is visually suppressed by the dominating
staircase and a curved wall where one making a turn will immediately find an extending
view showered in natural light. Even a reading corner placed in a tiny spot enjoys the grand
opening view in the living space.
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1. Solid wood veneer covers the all-surface partitions. 2. Special paint dye wood
veneer to mark color variation. 3. Exposed concrete to shape the staircase and a
curved wall. 4. Tailored-fabricated metal members apply on staircase details.

interior JUL 2022

FEBSBEEEL Communication Note m—

BNEBTEILIRRERIIEERET » BER/I\XKE » ENRWEEHAEZE
FEFREEE) - SEGAIMIVZERIRSE - BHEEERERIEFEETN - I
BEEB 2 TERVEIETIRE -

The family loves activities of all kinds and the design require
a totally different layout to accommodate everybody's living
demand.



Natural light is the most impressive element. Light is invited to linger on the surface of the floor yet the light is also guided to
make a sudden stop where it meets a block panel that only has punctured holes to gather the light. There are some profiles in
the wall shaped in a diamond geometrical cut. The facets of the unique shape reflect light in different directions. The glaring
shine of the profile makes the wall panel intriguing when one makes visual contact.

Flexible space

The lower floor is designated mostly for public use. The fan shaped plan allows a single visual center while the ample size
and flexible layout of every furniture piece allows the members to use the space in the way they love. The peripheral spaces
includes a bedroom, a kitchen, storage and a working studio.

The upper floor is for relaxing and includes bedrooms, a reading room and a most impressive roof garden, housing a BBQ
deck, outdoor bar, and a bubble house for kids. The space provides intimate comfort for every member to enjoy regardless of
rainy days or harsh weather conditions.
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16. Master bedroom and a sliding door links toward a reading room. 17.18. Master bedroom and a view-casting window to the lower floor. 19. Master
bedroom and master bathroom. 20. Independent walk-in closet. 21. Reading room and a ladder leading towards the roof garden. 22 . Roof garden is
paved in wooded planks and a bubble house stands for entertaining the children.
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