Boundless Tranquility
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Designers | X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Participant] Chia-Ying Chen

Photographer ] Hu-Se Image Studio / Yung-Lun Hsu
Category | Residence

Location | Taiwan

Materials | Stained wood veneer, mineral paint, ceramic tile, stone, metal,

glass, solid wood flooring, carpet, leather
Size | 290.9m2
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Chih-Chung Shen
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X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Chih-Chung Shen graduated from
University of the Arts London in 1998.
After returning to Taiwan, he founded
X-Line Design Co., Ltd. in 2005, then
set up Chih Chung Shen Union Design
Co., Ltd in 2013, and serves as both
director and design director. The firm's
design concept is to explore the essence
of space through a constructed “linear
tension." This allows the study of the
flowing relationship between spaces
as well as the constant relationship
between human perceptions and space.
The practice has received numerous
awards, including 2019 London Design
Award, 2019 The Best of Canada Design
Award, 2016 A' Design Award, TID gold
awards in year 2008, 2011, 2012, and
2014, etc. In 2017, Chih-Chung Shen
served as a jury member of the Italian
A' Design Award & Competition. At the
same time, he was invited to participate
in cross-strait speeches.
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1. The project " Boundless
Tranquility " is in an iconic apartment
building in Tamsui District and each
unit enjoys a spacious terrace and
superb views. 2. The rough textured
rock at the entrance initiates a
magnificent impetus.
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3.4. Selectively chosen wood grain, stone, and mineral paint echo the natural features of the site, and metal with reflective effects amplify the
advantages. 5. The small recessed fixtures like fishing boat lightings at port, fits the customs and culture of the site and becomes a part of the
storytelling. 6. Floor plan. 7. The owner requested large island counter in the space, with a matching color and finish material background, to create a
contextually warm ambience.
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8. The island counter, dining table, and chairs have coordinated finish materials and are consistent with the project’s design color scheme. 9. The
zigzag shape of the circulation forms the flow of perspective, maximizing the overall visual effect. The flooring material changes subtly define the
spatial boundary. 10. The curved wall and arc shaped ceiling design are extensions of the soft profile of the architecture into the unit. 11. The corridor
outside the daughter's room is in a relatively closed space, the floating volume still retains the illumination of the zone.

The natural location near the waterfront green space is a unique advantage of "Boundless Tranquility", where one can enjoy the
continuous rolling mountains and long river views simultaneously. One of the architectural exterior features is the curved profile
which presents the beauty of soft lines, while each unit has a spacious terrace and imposing spatial scale. Designer Shen
commented that as this was a dwelling for the family after the owner's retirement, the expectation for this "retirement house" was
warm colors and quiet atmosphere. Therefore, the design team followed this objective to extend the design strategy so that
in addition to highlighting the unique conditions of the site, they also endeavored to create a functional, aesthetic, and visually
pleasant place in line with the mood of the occupants.

Public space: energetic and open
The designers cleverly incorporated the building features into the interior planning and design. The smooth curved shape of
the building provides an unobstructed view of the estuary, and the large full height windows transfer the exquisite scenery
outside, into the residence, thereby expanding the interior space. The public area adopted an open planning approach, and
the physical boundary between different functional space is hidden and invisible. The wall leading to the master bedroom
passes through the entire public area ceiling and is presented in a rounded arc, hoping to strengthen the connection with the
exterior fagade. Through the winding flow planning, the line of
sight produces a maximum effect under the existing framework
restrictions, revealing the artistic conception of the design. Within
the public area, one can experience the magnificent outdoor
scenery up close and live in harmony with nature at all times.

In the transition between the public and private spheres, the
designer added a suspended hanging volume leading to the
daughter's room. The floating shape allows the visual perspective
to continue, creating a gradual transformation of circumstances
that helps the mood transition when walking. Shen also explained
that this area is situated at the relatively closed core area of the
building, so by introducing a volume with a hint of the penetrating
effect, not only preserves the necessary privacy discreetly, but
also maintains the sense of openness at the surroundings.
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Subdued luxury, emphasis on nature

Throughout the project, whether it is space planning or material selection, the relationship between the environment, spatial
structure and dweller is accentuated, and the designer conforms to the excellent geographical conditions of the site. He
drew inspiration from the surroundings, sparkling light, and mountains, by selecting various materials that echo the concepts
of infinite, continuous and reflection. Through the form of borrowing light and scenery, he painted an attractive and rhythmic
picture. The use of metal titanium plating adds a natural tonality of refinement and rich interior expressive tension.

With the help of light, the metallic materials can not only reflect large areas of the window scenes, deepen internal and external
interaction, and overlap effects, but also outline different rhymes throughout the day. Designer Shen noted that the lights at night
and the city neon street scenes are hallucinogenic, and the atmosphere is very different from the day. He expected to shape
romantic feelings under the layering of materials. The image of fishing lighting at the port is transformed into small, embedded
lights in the public spaces, which are illuminated in the form of natural radials, so that artificial light sources and river features
are blended to create a rich visual feast.
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1.The overall material selection mainly focused on lenient warm materials
that are suitable for a retirement dwelling. 2. The characteristic feature
of the finish material are accompanied by the flow of light and shadow,
creating a flowing picture, like water ripples. 3. WALTER KNOLL sofa
has neat and flexible modules that can be reconfigured according to
different needs and makes it easy to enjoy the landscape. 4.In addition to
general lighting needs, supplementary lighting such as recessed fixtures,
embedded lights, wall sconces, single-point projection light sources were
provided. They all play an important role in the space, creating a virtual
world.

12. Deliberately integrated building features make up the interior. Under natural light, the natural texture of the material is further accentuated.
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1.This project is a retirement residence which needed to reflect nature,
subtlety, and tranquility. 2. Given the distinctive appearance of the
building, the design team tried to integrate the features to make the
interior and exterior a consistent image. 3. Since the early design stage,
a lot of effort was spent on communication between the owner and the
design team with a focus on how to balance the owner's expectations
with the designer's professional perspective throughout a continuous
development process. 4. Whether it is plan layout or material selection,
there was also a requirement to focus on the features of the site and
emphasize dialogue with the environment.
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13. Hostess bedroom. Low-chroma purple color paired with luxury stones and pearlescent paint bring out a feminine elegance. 14. Hostess's private
bathroom. 15. Exclusive bathroom space for the owner. 16. Male master bedroom. The curved wall softens the boundary. 17. The wooden grille of the
daughter's room enhances the Japanese style atmosphere. 18. The seating design along the window provides flexibility. 19. View of the daughter's
bathroom.

Bedroom: personal style
All bedrooms were configured as individual suites, and the owner couple each have their own private space with consideration
to their personal quality of life. The family members have distinct personality, values, and style preferences for their private
domain.

The daughter's room design was inspired by Japanese culture. It is a quiet, harmonious Zen atmosphere, a world for healing
the soul. The designer used the windowsill as the connective media linking the Japanese style interior with exterior scenery,
so the occupant can rest on the window side seating and enjoy the scenery in a leisurely pace of life. The elevated seating
platform is also consistent with Japanese flair, as it has built-in flexibility of electronically adjustability for different uses of the
space. This provides full liberty and allows the body and mind to enjoy a pure relaxating time.

The bathroom takes into account the lack of natural lighting, so the intentional openings in the wall allow additional light into
the bathroom. The beauitiful light and shadow effects created by the sunlight changes, make cleaning a beautiful and ritualistic
experience.

The hostess' bedroom faces the mountain view, which
reinforces the design concept of connecting the interior with
the landscape. Together with planning for functional needs,
the design team took great care on crafting a low-key lavish
interior that the hostess loved, based on low-chroma colors,
luxury stone, pearl textured paint and materials that have a
sparkling luster under the projection of light. Superimposing
delicate texture changes, it presents unique feminine
elegance characteristics. The master’s room design focused
on "total relaxation.” The curved wall was designed to modify
transitional turns, guided by the building's gentle curve. It
highlights the design concept throughout the project where
materials are interwoven with rough and detailed contrasts to
create a comfortable home in perfect proportion.
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