Daily Dialogue in Painting
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Designer_| Daniel Hu Interior Design Studio / Daniel Hu

Participant] Rain Chung

Photographer | Hey! Cheese

Category | Residential

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | mineral paint, wood veneer, metal, stone, rice paper, tatami mats,
sheer curtain, mirror

Size | 106m2

Project year | 2019
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Daniel Hu Interior Design Studio / Daniel
Hu

CREAPOLE-ESDI ARCHITECTURE
INTERIEURE DIPLOME

It is believed that space should facilitate
users to enter an emotional state and
presence, rather than become an
obstacle.

Hu is an expert on integrating aesthetic
beauty into life, excluding excessive lines
and designs that have nothing to do with
everyday life, and returning to the purest
patterns of space that humans need.
2020 Germany iF Design Award Interior
Architecture Gold medal - 2019 Taiwan
TID Award Commercial space Gold award
- 2019 Jin Tang Award Best Commercial
space Gold award - 2019 ltaly A Design
Award Silver award - 2019 Korea K
Design Award - 2019 Hong Kong APIDA
Interior Design Award - 2019 Taiwan
Golden Pin Design Award
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1. Entry vestibule with matching
background painting, hidden sense

of humor.
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2. Floor plan. 3. Island style sofa provide flexibility. 4. Daily use devices all
carefully placed in concealed cabinets. 5. Floor finish focused on humidity
proofing; ceilings and walls finished with texture rich mineral paint for
natural sensitivity.
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6. Curved ceiling to minimize dark corners and gently distribute light into space. 7. Lengthened multipurpose table for daily artwork making or
occasional family gathering. 8. Dedicated hand wash sink for tea making. 9. Semi-opened tearoom.

Love is passionate and delightful, but the passion can hardly be sustained. Only a relationship
can endure the challenges throughout time, not like glamorous jewels bit rather more like
graceful warm jade with understanding in between.

This dwelling project was designed by Daniel Hu for retired empty-nesters. They are
phasing out from the business world and slowly stepping back into a two person small family
relationship. Hu gently and thoughtfully designed the space as a reality check to re-exam
new/old relationships, by celebrating the beauty of distance and understanding within the
relationship.

Respect and understanding is the deepest love

Back to the design origin of the project, the designer first combed through the real needs
of the owners and concluded: “For a lifetime, what is the deepest love one can give to each
other? It is not about be reliance on each other, but rather respecting the independence of
each other’s souls and helping each other become more complete individuals. “Because |
love you, | willingly let you reserve the right not to make changes and compromise yourself for
me.”

Therefore, the design attention was focused on what is the comfortable distance between an individual’'s need, not to ignore or
avoid each other, but at the same time enjoy each other's company with a sense of security, which is the fundamental influence
on the project.

The designer used circulation and visual penetration to strengthen the connection between the two dwellers, so they can see
and sense each other's presence, yet enjoy their own independent space.

Hu pointed out that the couple’s living space in fact does not need complicated space separation, within the open floor plan so
the two people can take care of each other. Therefore, the main theme of this project was to maintain a transparent open feeling
with a spacious circulation and the ability to open up partitions, so natural light and air can flow freely. In addition, most of the
functional amenities are concealed within the cabinet walls, only present when in need. Further to maximize the sense of space,
the curved ceiling reduces dark corners and also gently guides the light into the space thereby minimizing unwanted visual
interference. It presents a simple and elegant beauty.
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1. Mineral paint: ceiling and wall finishes.
2. Water proofing paint: floor slab finish. 3.
Metallic paint: door panels. 4. Stained walnut
wood veneer: millwork. 5. Dimmable light
fixtures and track light wall washer fixture light

sources.
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1. Clients for this project are a retired couple with distinctive types of daily activities, quiet reading
vs. media entertainment, therefore separate independent spaces were required. 2. Provide a
Japanese style tea room for regular use that can also function as a guest room. 3. Prioritize storage
functionality, and bedrooms should be open plan for relaxation to avoid sense of confinement. 4.
Spacious circulation, entry sequence into master bedroom should meet barrier free accessibility
design requirements.






A great amount of design effort was focused on recognizing and fulfill both the owners individual personal needs and daily
activity preferences. The living room features an island-style sofa, a unique seating arrangement that allows the couple either
to sit side by side sharing conversations, or enjoy different media entertainment from different orientations. If further privacy is
needed, the bedroom/den space can be used for personal reading or watching films separately.

Step into the painting

Designer Hu commented the there are three level of needs that human search for in their dwelling space, First is to meet basic
daily functions and protection, like the proper design of air and utilities’ distribution; the next level is the space can reflect
personal taste, and the ultimate level is to fulfill inner spiritual desires. That is the essence of this project.

During design communication, the hostess revealed her childhood wishes. With the "step into the painting" as a design notion,
via space, Hu wished to inspire the hostess to pick up the brush, and enjoy the creative pleasure of creating art, as a realization
of her dream.

The plan layout, features a 3.5 meter long dining table which performs the double duty of hosting a variety of parties but most
importantly provides a platform for artistic creation. Adjacent to the long open space is the Japanese style tea room, as an
extension of the gathering space. It can also can be converted to a guest room when in need.

Another project feature is the whole house uses a light rice grain color gray tone-based wall coating, giving the space a soft
and warm charm. The abundant mineral texture rich coating has an overall consistency of timeless natural sense. During the
finish coating application, a special emphasis was placed on the hand brushing strokes, echoing the art painting strokes in the
hostess’s dream. Walls are further decorated with linen texture oil painting frames with matching textures and color, blending
the painting and reality. People in the space are as if they were in a picture gazing at the surroundings and gradually merging
into meditation. They are immersed, just like stepping into a picture, in tranquility and delight.
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10. Semi-enclosed tearoom to enjoy personal time. 11. Expandable tearoom can be opened up for larger group gathering use. 12. Open plan
allows natural light and fresh air free to flow through the space. 13. Master bedroom, continuation of the overall graceful style. 14. Bedroom headwall
custom-made millwork with retractable surface. 15. Open up telescopic door panels to continue the visual connection between master bedroom and

the main living space.
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