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Designers | CYS.ASDO / Chung-yei Sheng
Participant] Jill Yang, Orange Kahn, Peggy Chiang
Photographer | Studio Millspace

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | building stone, veneer, paint, steel members
Size | 462.8m?2

Project year | 2021
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CYS.ASDO / Chung-yei Sheng
Chung-yei Sheng received his M.A. from
Harvard and worked for SOM and the
Polshek Partnership Architects LLP. He
returned to Taiwan and founded CYS.
ASDO in 2002. He has taught at various
schools and was the director of CSID. He
has received many prestigious design
awards including the iF Design Award,
TID Award, and WAD Award amongst
others.

Sheng is fully devoted to cultivating a
design typology for comfortable city
dwelling. He is particularly concerned
about the relationship between the
dwelling environment and nature and
hopes to find a better way to bridge the
gap between the two.
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1. The totally white facade reduces
its volume in relation to the natural
surroundings. 2. The building is
situated in a conservation zone.
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3. Rustic stone clad over on the lower part of the building. 4. Open-cut light well receives natural light from above which amplifies the visual depth in
the lobby space. 5. The building was not allowed to modify its size so the effort focused on strengthening its existing structure. 6. The first floor plan. 7.
The second floor plan. 8. The third floor plan. 9. bulthaup millwork is a major visual focus in the kitchen.
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This fifty years old building is in Tianmu is right inside a conservation region protected by law. The guidelines allow no new
construction activity except the renovation of existing structures. For this reason, the project had no way it could be rebuilt so
renovating the building had to meet current and future demands.

In 2017 the project launched, and for the last several years the permitting process has encountered many reviews and revisions
until it's full completion in 2021. The project had no choice but to reinforce its existing weak structure. Many metal plates were
used to wrap weaker components and the reconstruction of structural beams and columns were also implemented.

Reconstructed building type

Situated in a middle of a hillside, the building has an exceptional view and an ample green lot. Sheng preserved the main
building yet totally transformed its outlook from a solid rock covered body into a white element floating over grass land. But
a closer look at the lower body of the building reveals it is still wrapped by the rustic rocks as if nature is supporting the white
building.
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Textural Dialogue

The layout of the plan reveals the way the client wished to live as
the design goes beyond providing a simple functionality but rather
extends into living pleasure. There are some transparent quarters
such as the main staircase, which accesses directly to the outdoor
landscape, and the entrance court, which has a detached volume
differentiated from the main body. The first floor has an open facade
on the southern side, which casts exceptional good views of Taipei.
The family room on the second floor has a new inner courtyard to
enjoy light and a sky view, while solid walls along the perimeter were
removed and replaced by totally transparent glass panels.
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10. Ample living room gives the space living comfort. 11.
Landscaping is dominated by a water channel.

r

| "N

53



12. SBHE C NMEEIVESS > PhS1E5E - 13. KIEIRESEBI TS EIEZ0I08RIE - IBFAERETRYI - 14, KRS 2 181858 — L SN OIEE » S/EEINEHL
BMREYE 2D - 15. Z5EEAEIVENEZER] - SELZHFZERETRIESS - 16. XL EEBREAVS - BB TTRBML/EXN - 17. (LTS N iKEnE -
18. EEY/[E ° 19. PEILE ° 20. FILE °

12. Staircase court. 13. Ceiling formation amplifies the visual energy. 14. A central outdoor court was added to the existing building on the second
floor. 15. Girl's bedroom enjoys an ample view from its bathing position. 16. The furnishing style pay tribute to modern simplicity. 17. Wine cellar is
accessible via a spiral staircase. 18. East Elevation. 19. West Elevation. 20. South Elevation.




Coordinated design language

Mr. Sheng claims that the first task in renovating this old house was to
reinforce its existing weak structures and reconstruct the existing utility
system. The seemingly dynamic ceiling formation not only adds energy to
the space, it also hides utility pipes and the reinforcing metal plates.

The total time spent on the project was more than three years. Sheng
expressed gratitude with the client’s support and is happy to see the
completed work that fully satisfies the client and himself.
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1. The white surface of the building is a subtle gesture to a 1. The fifty years old building is situated inside a natural conservation park, so the
dialogue with the natural surroundings. 2. Interior furnishing building renovation needed to follow strict regulation codes. 2. Renovation works
uses extensive natural material like marble and various wood started from strengthen the existing structure. 3. To accommodate social gathering
species. 3. Imported brand-name furniture pieces were explicitly activities, the design has a precise border set between the public and private zones.
selected to match the building's materials and style. 4. To provide good ventilation and light was the main agenda of the design.






