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Neri&Hu Design and Research Office /
Lyndon Neri, Rossana Hu

Lyndon Neri and Rossana Hu are the
Founding Partners of Neri&Hu Design
and Research Office, an inter-disciplinary
international architectural design practice
based in Shanghai, China, with an
additional office in London, UK. They
are also Founders of Design Republic.
Neri&Hu are named Maison&Objet
Asia Designers of The Year 2015 and
Wallpaper* Designer of The Year 2014.
In 2013, they were inducted into the
U.S. Interior Design Hall of Fame.
Their practice was the 2011 INSIDE
Festival Overall Winner, won AR Awards
for Emerging Architecture in 2010 by
Architectural Review.

Besides award-winning architecture and
interiors, Neri&Hu have designed products
for brands including BD Barcelona Design,
Classicon, Gandia Blasco, JIA, LEMA,
Meritalia, MOOOI, Parachilna, Stellar
Works, neri&hu, among many others.
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1. Cave like resting niche
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2. Interior view linked directly with the Hong Kong cityscape 3. Copper furnishing elements 4. Wood is used extensively to provide intimate comfort

for the users
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5. Glass invites nature’s light and outdoor view 6.
Multiple uses of the space 7. The 25th floor plan
8. The 26th floor plan 9. The 27th floor plan 10.
Section 11. Section, skylight 12. Rich spatial
layering
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13. Staircase is a central figure of the office 14. Bloomberg office linked by staircase on three levels

DT Material Analysis
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1. Wood is used extensively; it offers intimate comfort for the workers
and creates visual depth in the all metal clad urban environment 2.The
design for the main staircase came from a concept of “wood box” 3.
Considerate details for workers: electronic outlets, mirror and personal
lockers hidden behind the wood panels 4. Large windows invite the total
merging of interior and exterior
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The office is the Hong Kong branch of Bloomberg, the media giant of the
world. Situated on floors from 25th to 27th, the office enjoys great views
of famous Victoria Bay. Bloomberg wanted the vertical link and resting
area to be ample and comfortable so as to provide all its workers with the
best relaxation opportunities.
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“Ordinary things contain the deepest mysteries... If anything
is described by an architectural plan, it is the nature of human
relationships, since the elements whose trace it records — walls, doors,
windows and stairs — are employed first to divide and then selectively
to re-unite inhabited space.”Robin Evans’ 1978 essay Figures, Doors
and Passages analyzes how ordinary elements of a plan and their
arrangements interact and shape occupancy. A simple corner or
window opening is in fact inscribed with a complex matrix of spatial
relationships that determine how a space is used. Neri&Hu’s design for
Bloomberg Hong Kong’s internal office stair is in part inspired by the
mundane elements of space-making - windows, passages, staircases
and thresholds.

The client’s brief was to design a staircase to connect the 3 different
floors of their office with the explicit rule that this stair should to be used
daily as the only vertical connection within the office to encourage
employee interaction. The existing spiral staircase was sculpturally
iconic but the geometry was not conducive for the daily high traffic
volume. The challenge was re-design a staircase that would work within
the structural limitations of the knock-out panels in the floor slab, while
still creating a more spacious journey. The new staircase expressed as
a wooden box insertion, the staircase massing actively denies the view
to Victoria Harbor and instead focuses on framing activity within the
office while still offering curated views out. Recessed barrisol lighting
was designed to mimic natural skylight cuts in the ceiling.

Each of the three levels is designed with different functions to
accommodate a diverse set of vertical programs. The journey begins
on the 25th floor reception, expressed as a carved niche with a window
framing the harbor view beyond. This level is designed to be the most
extroverted in nature with a large event space stage for gatherings, built
in benches on the perimeter as well as dedicated areas for small break-
out group seating. Upon closer interaction with the millwork, hidden
bespoke details are revealed to the user within these seating niches
- small wood and bronze panels fold out to reveal charging ports,
mirrors, and functional ledges where a cup of coffee or cell phone may
be placed — unexpected details in support of the ordinary rituals of daily
office life.

Continuing up to the 26th floor, different views are framed along the
circulation path. Given that the Bloomberg recording studio is located
on this level along with conference rooms, the idea was to create a more
introverted space to address issues of acoustic containment and visual
privacy. In consideration of the more quiet nature of this floor, built-
in seating facing the harbor view side is provided for solitary respite.
On the final level of the 27th floor, the staircase opens up again to be
more extroverted to bring in views of the surroundings. The massing
is reduced further in scale, punctuated with larger openings and clear
glass to provide expansive views. A cantilevered viewing podium is
designed as part of the auditorium break-out space to provide dramatic
views down the multiple levels and the journey culminates in a lounge
facing the harbor view.
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15. Resting area and relaxing snacks 16. Elevation, the 25th floor 17. Elevation, the
26th floor 18. Elevation, the 27th floor
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