Light In The Wilderness
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Chains Interior / Lien Wu,Chen

After graduating from the Department
of Architecture at Tamkang University
in Taipei, Chen went to New York City to
continue his design education and further
developed his unique design style. Chen
is a Taiwanese interior designer whose
award-winning experience includ es the
four major design awards in the world.
Founded in 1999, Chains Interior
pursues innovative design, specialized
in integrating art into space, elevating
overall design quality, advocating "post-
Styleism", and believes design should
not be limited to one specific style. They
are challenging existing developed
forms and thinking, and are committed to
bringing aesthetics into daily life.
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1. Titanium-plated ceiling creates
the visual effect. 2. <Post-Digital
Surface> by French visual artist
Pascal Dombis.
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3. Installation art and digital display create an abstract
screen at entry vesibuile. 4. The use of genuine, simple,
not overly decorative materials as a base creates
a natural scenery with texture, and enhances the
atmosphere through light and shadow.
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5. Titanium-plated ceiling creates the visual
effect. 6.7. Multi-directional sofa allowing
different forms of conversation. 8. Floor plan. 9.
The master bedroom feature wall echoing the
image of the wilderness. 10. Master bedroom
dressing room. 11. Master bedroom bathroom
adjcent to a multi-purpose room. 12. The muilti-
purpose room is situated between the master
bedroom and the living space, which can be
used as an extension of the public domain and
also serves as a private space for the couple.




The designer pointed out that this project’s idea was based on the religious faith of the owner. Chen was inspired by the
passage "And | will also be your light in the wilderness; and | will prepare the way before you." He decided to distill the meaning
of the biblical scriptures, with the light of the wilderness as the design theme.

The light in the wilderness is not only precious, it also offers calming enlightening peace for people. Therefore, the space uses
primitive, simple, non-overly carved and decorative materials as the base. It has a wilderness scenery with rough textures and
selectively uses genuine, simple, not overly polished decorative materials asa base, and then lights up the atmosphere with the
light of the virtual and real. This creates a home field where the owner's family "Is in the city, and the heart is in the wilderness."

Day and night, the flow of light

The design challenge for the project was how to meet the needs of the family that includes a couple and their four children and
to create an intimate space that could maintain privacy. With two designated entrances, the designer created two circulations,
and took advantage of the existing exterior opening conditions to create two different atmospheres, light during the day vs. light
at night, to bring out the sense of flow and temporality of light.

The first circulation path leads to the main public space. The designer used the concept of "light box" to introduce daylight to
create a bright and open space. The living room is planned along the exterior view windows, and the two sofas with thick bases
are metaphors of large boulders that can be seen in the wilderness, calmly and quietly situated in the space. The pendent
fixtures add a noisy sense of rhythm to the silent visual tension.

Besides translating the natural scene in the wilderness, the designer also intended to express the power of stability through
the expression of the architectural structure. Coating the existing structures with an architectural grade concrete finish and
encasing H-beams with metal plate emphasizes the structural appearance in a creative way and the use of alternative methods
highlights the original appearance of the building. A multi-purpose room is set between the master bedroom and the living room
and the master bedroom, which can be used as an extension of the common space, also functions as a dedicated private
space for the owners.
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The other circulation route is more a private
passage for the family, connecting the kitchen
space with the children’s bedrooms. As the
core of daily life for the family, the sense of
embracing through wrapping layers makes family
interactions and emotional communication closer.
Different from the abundant sunlight in the living
space, the lighting scheme here creates a cozy
night scene, flipping the light shining from the
outside to the inside, and presenting the luminous
volume from the inside through transparent
stone material. The warm glow emits a peaceful
and comfortable atmosphere. Although the two
circulations subdivide the space the are cleverly
reconnected by a corridor located in the center.

The light that art brings

Designer Chen commented that there are two
levels of light present in this project.

The first is the physical light, sourced from
sunlight and artificial light from various fixtures.
The second is the light of the virtual image, with
a light-themed artistic creation to inspire spiritual
enlightment.

French artist Pascal Dombis's <Post-Digital
Surface> is placed at the entry vestibule, which
changes with the viewer's movements. This
allows the occupants to feel the impermanence
of life through visual amazement as they return
home. The main entrance is guided by German
artist Hans Kotter's <Colour Code> which uses
light to examine the relationship between light,
color temperature, chroma and space.

A large scale painting by Rodney Dickson's
<Untitled Yellow and White> is a perpective
feature in the living room. The unconventional
oil painting techniques creates a painting
with a large void white spac, illustrating the
transformation and desire to let light enter.

In the private zone, smaller scale artworks are
used to echo the spatial tonality. Placed at
the circulations intersection is the multi media
art piece <Smaragd> with interative light and
shadow display by the German artist Christiane
Grimm. The walkway leading to the powder room
has a videosculpture art work that takes the
image of water flowing from video sculpture artist
Marck's <gegenstorm> to guide the movement.
The designer commented that it seem to be
dreary while in the wilderness but it is actually
quite noisy. Because of the openess and
incredible views it makes restlessness seem
insignificante. He modeled the home space
into an art gallery-like field, injecting a lively
atmosphere through art.
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13. The muted glow is used to bring out a quiet and comfortable atmosphere. 14. The dining space features a night scene lighting scheme. 15.
Bookcases and seating along the corridor enhance the space function. 16. Guest bathroom finished with natural materials.17. Children’s bathroom,
with Lego elements enlivening the spatial vocabulary. 18. Children bedroom shows the choics of wallpaper with a wilderness plants pattern to add a
childlike atmosphere. 19. Bedroom with green color theme echoing the scenery outside. 20. Bedroom bathroom, fragment stone texture echoes the

sences of the wilderness.
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1. In addition to transforming the natural scene in the wilderness, the designer also
intended to present a stable energy through the expression of the architectural
structure. He coated the existing structures with architectural grade concrete finish
and encased H-beams with metal plate to emphasize the structural appearance in
a creative way. 2. In the dining space, the counter island is made of stacked stone
slabs that imitate bedrock texture. Translucent stone allows the volume to glow from
inside out and distinguishes the night scene with colors and materials.
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1. The design challenge of the project was how to meet the
needs of a family of six and create an intimate space with
privacy for all members. 2. Choose original, simple, not overly
polished or decorative materials as the foundation to create a
natural scenery with a rough texture. Enhance the atmosphere
with light and shdow to create a wilderness-like home field.
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