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PANORAMA Design Group / Horace Pan
Director and founder, PANDORAMA
Assistant professor, Hong Kong
Polytechnic University

Deputy director, Hong Kong Interior
Design Association

PANORAMA Design Group has been
devoted to multiple commercial space
designs such as hotels, restaurants
entertainment venues, retail outlets,
sample houses and villas. It has won
many design awards: iF Design Award,
RedDot Award, IIDA Excellent Design
Award, IDA Award, JCD Design Award,
and APIDA Award, to name but a few.
Horace Pan was constantly invited as
keynote speakers for International Events
and Symposiums. In 2016 he was invited
as a juror for the APIDAAP Award 2016
and for JCD Award in 2017.
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1. Bamboo forest was the main
design idea for MeeHotel.
|
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2. Bamboo woven ceiling formation in an undulating curve. 3. A grand scale bamboo
woven screen right behind the reception area. 4. All surrounding ambience in the
reception hall appears in a warm comfort. 5. Reception hall plan. 6. Guest room level
plan. 7. Sky Café plan. 8. Bamboo ceiling leads the visual focus towards the reception
table.
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9. Bamboo artwork hangs in the central court in a tranquil impression. 10.11. Design drawing. 12. Sky Café can be used as a ceremonial hall for

weddings.

AT Material Analysis
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1. MeeHotel uses bamboo extensively; bamboo appears in the
reception hall, Sky Café and all level guest rooms. 2. A grand
bamboo screen in a highly sophisticated craft manner embellishes
the reception hall in an exceptional way. Other material uses such
as Diatomaceous earth wall further augments the sense of natural
comfort.
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1. MeeHotel is a renovation project. PANORAMA Design Group transformed
it into a relaxing hotel with a brand-new impression. 2. Bamboo craftwork
is highly sophisticated work, integrated to the calculations of the weaving
pattern. A 1:1 full scale Mok up was built before the actual grand screen was
manufactured.
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13. Two types of guest room: standard and suite style. 14. Bathroom. 15. Restroom. 16. Back lit lighting inside the guest room. 17.18. Bamboo
woven technique is a highly sophisticated craftwork relying on tedious calculation and manual work.

Bamboo forest is the name of the region, but the district is right in the hustle and bustle of Shenzhen. Facing Shenzhen Bay,
MeeHotel enjoys the regional convenience of traffic and has views to the hillside and ocean. The hotel is a recently renovated
aging hotel, and the total transformation will carry a brand-name management team. Three major renewal efforts were the
reception space, Sky Café space, and all the guests rooms.

Dwelled in bamboo forest

MeeHotel invites its guests to enjoy its amity by natural submersion. Entering this hotel one is immediately attracted to the
scenic surroundings like a bamboo forest. A curving bamboo ceiling invites a gentle approach to the reception table, enclosed
by a craftwork bamboo screen. Other materials and supporting lighting fixtures all feature intimate color and textures that match
the bamboo. Artificial lighting is cleverly hidden to illuminate right inside the hollow part of bamboo; Diatomaceous earth used
on the main walls and its rustic surface provides a sensible reaction to the surrounding light.

The hotel layout has several central courtyards on every two floors in the guestroom quarter. Within every courtyard hangs a
bamboo artwork like a flying bird. The bamboo object is gradually transformed and extends its wings to penetrate into the guest
rooms. Each standard room or suite room enjoys a similar interior bamboo view and bamboo and rattan materials are woven
into the main panels right behind the bed. Lighting features are located in hidden positions. The bathroom is pure white with
spots dotted in silver and copper colors.

The Sky Café, located on the top floor offers guests a place for relaxation. The existing old building was partially torn down,
and reuses the remaining structural elements to construct a bamboo building. The building invites natural light to enter from a
skylight and provides a total wonderment experience to the sky at night. An illuminating object like a moon hangs in a position
attracting one’s visual focus in this Café.

The design team had to tackle many technical problems for each of the bamboo objects. To hang the object under a high
ceiling was not easy patrticularly those in the central courtyard of the rooms’ area and Sky Café. To manufacture and hang the
objects in the right position incurred endless discussion and even the use of 1:1 full-scale models to make sure every joint detail
and the scale was right. PANORAMA Design Group’s effort contributed not just to the rejuvenation of the old facility but also
elevated the craft of bamboo art in the very demanding interior furnishings in a hotel project.
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