Tai-Lai Kan

Myst, Shanghal
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Designer | archinexus / Tai-Lai Kan

Participants H.S. Huang, B.C. Fen, Z. Y. Ho

Photographer) Z. Y. Lu

Category | Night Club

Location ] Shanghai, China

Materials_| cable, mirror, metal, stone plate, gray brick, glass, acrylic
board, cement board, wood texture tile, mirror stainless, foggy
stainless, perforated board

Size | 2070m?

Design period | December 2012 — March 2013

Construction period | November 2013

EYPsastSEETRAT / HEk archinexus / Tai-Lai Kan

archinexus, founded in 2004 by Mr. Tai-Lai Kan, a leading-edge design practice

PSR ETE TR T » AYILHE 2004 TF : A TIPSZZ43EE | based in Taipei City. It is a creative and collaborative design firm with extensive
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) . profile projects. He returned from the US in 2002 and found archinexus and many of
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e are capable of making dreams come true. The firm also run a consultation business
FISEENDE related to many fields particularly for night entertainment facilities.
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1. Myst building facade exhibits a solid cable woven facade, detached from its surroundings
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2. All columns and beams are fully
covered by reflective materials in
the bar space 3. Bar space and bar
table design showing off the QR Code
emblem 4. Bar space and dazzling
LED covered pillars and endless
reflections by the surrounding mirrors
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City entertainment clubs have been popular in Asian cities for the past thirty years.
In the last ten years, they have begun to mushroom in popularity and now they
are seen as indicators to measure a city’s prosperity and its ranking in the trendy
fashion of globalization.

Myst, Shanghai was born to entertain people in the city. It contains a mixed program
of a restaurant, night club and ballroom. Located in the busiest commercial district
in Shanghai it appears like a solid box chained by cables displaying the most
dazzling fresh night life pleasure.

Entertainment and mobility

Mr. Kan, the designer, proclaimed that a rising megacity is being born of a mixed
program of entertainment spaces. Young people in particular are the generation
push this kind of new entertainment hub — mixing restaurants, social activity, party
gathering, night club and even business conventions. This kind of hub also plays
a role as an outlet for high pressure working people desperately looking for relief
under a heavily loaded work day.

Myst, Shanghai is a single structure housing a restaurant / bar on the first floor, club
ballroom on the second and a VIP lounge and private party rooms on the third.
Initial programming proposed a rather flexible space for highly efficient
management and flexible hours. This simply yielded a space on the club floor with
a centralized plan and bleacher seating. This theatrical layout allows the division
of the big space into several independent zones. The secret is Mr. Kan adopted a
module system and that allows fast alteration of the space from a single big space
into several smaller compartments.
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Fresh new

In facing the high competition in entertainment spaces Myst had to suppress its
competitors with both its high-end facilities and high fashion interior. The club
is a high ceiling space full of columns all clad with stainless panels or mirrors.
Reflections of an endless abyss form the total ambience of the space and the
impression is further enhanced by short movie clips broadcast on LED screens
which are mingled with the structural elements. Bar table examples are also
impressive and the design was apparently inspired by the QR Code emblem. Many
small cubes form the basic element of the table.

The elevator court is particularly interesting; back-lit perforated panels are
illuminated like a scene only seen in movies. The mirrored reflections and light
beams intertwine on the floor and ceiling creating the impression of a high-tech
factory. A space set between the Club ballroom and the VIP lounge provides a
precise border between the public and a private zones. The space is tailored like a
bank vault. The VIP lounge and individual rooms exhibited some unusual manners.
Some are coved by rustic tiles but some show a silky surface metal and glass
panels.
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Materials used in the Myst invite light to be condensed and radiated in endless e
ways. The reflective panels blur borders yet provide the maximum stimulation of
desires. This disoriented territory more or less represents a true life in a megacity. In
true life the real and fantasy already mix. Nothing seems real but everything is real. R
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5. Elevator court and mirror clad surroundings 6. Elevator court and back-lit perforated boards
create what feels like a virtual space 7. Elevator court and mirror reflections in a high-tech mood
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8. Theatrical layout space provides a
centralized spotlight view 9. Club space

and its flexible layout
and a long bar table 11.
zone to enter the VIP space

10. Club space
Intermediate
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A DT Material Analysis

1. Cable — cable was used to cover the main facade 2. Module furniture
— module furniture was used to gain the spatial efficiency and flexibility in
use 3. Perforated board — this material covers the elevator court to create
a sense of high technology 4. Mirror, stainless — these reflective material
help invite visual attention
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1. Mixed used entertainment space offers an all-in-one entertainment
space 2. Efficient use of space to meet all kinds of demand 3.
Entertainment provides sensuous excitement
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12. QR Code graphic appears in VIP lounge 13. VIP room 14. VIP room 15. VIP room lounge
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