Villa Smrriti Curtiage, Yanlord Land Suzhou
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Designers | TK CHU Design / TK Chu

Participant | Bryant Liu, Claire Chen, Egerie Liao, Kevin Zheng, Penny Lu,
Penny Lin, Maru Jiang, Peter Yao, Chelsea Lu, Chobit Jian,
Yanyi Lee

Photographers ] Ting Wang

Category | Residence

Location] China

Materials | snow flake marble, silver cavity stone, oak wood, metal tube,

acrylic, titanium gilt plate, copper, paint, wall paper, leather
Size | 3603.3m?2
Project year ] 2018
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TK CHU Design / TK Chu

TK Chu has worked in the business
for the last 40 years. He loves to use
decorative elements and terms them as
NEO ART DECO style. He is the founder
of several home furnishing brands and
has had tremendous influence in luxurious
real-estate developments, such as NAGA
Home, Chateau Star River, VANKE
Beijing, Poly Group, Suzhou Green
Town, to name but a few. Chu's creativity
and innovative spirit has attracted many
followers and led design trends well
known by people on both sides of the
straits.
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1. The living room is like a pavilion
that opens up to a garden courtyard
with a 360 degree view. 2. The first
floor plan.
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3. Natural and man-made objects mingle to form a whole. 4.

The second floor plan.
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5. Dining room. 6.7. Tea room is a secluded zone. 8. B1 floor plan. 9. Tea room links to a basement collection room.

Kusu city is one of the intact medieval cities in Suzhou. It has surviving several famous gardens including Lotus Root Garden.
The project Villa Smriti Curtiage, Yanlord Land Suzhou takes the ideas of Chinese garden design and explores all the
possibilities to bring the best experience that harmonize humans with the sky.

Interior mingles with exterior
Chinese garden design is different from garden designs in other cultures. = Y ———

It is not just a spatial layout but also a total experience in aesthetics rooted g e Al ._1_J
deep in Chinese culture joining elements from nature and man-made like =
mixing poem tropes from ancient times. Villa Smriti Curtiage, Yanlord Land
Suzhou is centered by a court and surrounded by an elongated indoor
space. The living room is treated like a pavilion in a garden with total visual
penetration to the garden court. Furnishing pieces are all made of natural
materials to imprint a vivid perception as if one was wandering inside a
Chinese garden.
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A Chinese design technique called “borrowing one view from another” is used in the layout when walking from the entrance.
One follows several twists and enjoy views in the gaps, long distance views, and vistas that end in the living room and garden
court. A forked path leads to a tea room from the main entrance as if in a secluded space. A small staircase the follows
bookshelves links to a collection room. This space is client's the most personal space.

Extensive unfolding view calls for mental wandering

There is a large basement in the plan and design needed to find a solution to invite light to enter. The design team studied
Chinese pagoda and wood frame systems and arrived at cutting an opening to the basement. Steps leads into a transitional
floor then sink down to the lowest floor, as approaching a temple housing client's inner mind. The basement floors is divided by

s

interior MAY 2021



10. 35E0IBEENVEE(IHEY » FEZERI IR —IRAVEIE « 11. ERERFF - TS EAINIE AT 2CA2NE » IS ILLEA —ISEAIAINERES - 12-15. i FEMEEE D BIFR

SO e A

ut i d . e

BIIRLLICR] ~ SHIBLUR BTG RV RTZER » FEISEEZSREIALRELLISEIFEN - 16.B2 FEE -
10. Split walls provide fragmented views usually seen in a Chinese garden. 11. Light well and it's support ing metal framework system. 12-15.
Basement space is divided into spaces for leisure comfort including a bar, art room, and audio-video room. 16. B2 floor plan.

entertainment rooms, bar and art collection space. The central tea
pot right below the skylight stands an art work in tremendous beauty.
Chinese garden design is not simply a style rather a spatial
experience fully engaged with artworks, literature, painting and
gardening. Villa Smriti Curtiage, Yanlord Land Suzhou explores the
essence of Chinese aesthetics and seeks a total embrace of nature
and the man-made harmonized as a whole.

A DI Material Analysis
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1. Central light court is supported by metal frames in a traditional wood structural
system. 2. Tea pod right below the skylight. Upon the top stands a stainless
sculpture reflecting the surrounding light. 3. Furniture pieces are all natural
materials to provide a sensible comfort as if wandering inside a Chinese garden.
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1. Initial design proposed a complete link between interior and
exterior spaces. 2. By following the building code, the design
has a larger basement which needed an innovative design
solution to invite natural light to enter.
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