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Karv One Design / Kyle Chan

Kyle Chan, the founder of Karv One
Design, WYDF World Young Designers
Global Champion, Guanghua Longteng
China Interior Design Industry Top Ten
Outstanding designee, Hong Kong
New Design Force representative, Sidu
Architecture and Interior Design Partner
and Asia Pacific Design Director, has won
the "Asia Pacific Young Designer Award"
interior design gold medal, US Interior
design magazine “Best of The Year
Deign Awards” and many others. Karv
One Design founded in Hong Kong in
2008, with branch offices in Guangzhou,
Shenzhen and Nanjing, is an innovative
business design company. It provides a
full range of services including business
planning, space design, branding and
integrated communication. It has served
a number of large-scale well-known real
estate developers as well as clients in
the cultural, educational, office, public
service space resulting in a wide range of
successful projects in numerous fields.
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1. A forest restaurant in the city with
naturalism as the design concept.
2. Entry vestibule features a floral
installation.
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3. Central planting zone as spatial feature. 4. Entry reception,
the origin of the service circulation. 5. The main dining space
with dark color scheme finishes. 6. L shaped floor plate posed
various design challenges. 7. Glass partition separates different
functional spaces but retains the visual connection.
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8. Curved partition walls gracefully subdivides the space into
elegant dining zones. 9. Floor plan.

As soon as one steps into the restaurant, one is
immediately greeted with an abundance of green,
from the landscape view outside of the window and
lavish indoor plantings extending all the way up to
the table top with refreshing cuisine like stepping into
a forest feast. "Naturalism" is the concept behind
the main design scheme, resonating with different
sensations from the visual, auditory, tactile, and taste
to create an immersive dining experience.

The project is located in a newly completed
community on the outskirts of Hangzhou. In addition
to serving as a third-party operating restaurant
operations, it also serve as a center for community
activities. The public gathering space also doubles
as the development sales reception center as the
owner looks forward to extending the "good life"
vision from the overall design concept into the
marketing approach. Karv One Design took on this
difficult challenge, closely linking food together with
nature, people and daily life in the restaurant space.
As the designer noted in the forest, everything
seems rejuvenated after the rain so that is probably
the most delightful sight and place to enjoy cuisine.
Starting with this notion, the restaurant is named
"Afterain Floral Theme Restaurant" and guests are
expected to spend time leisurely experiencing
nature.

The design uses the "Four Seasons" concept to
divide the space into four main themes: "Spring
Sakura Park" for children to play, "mid-Summer Cafe"
at the beverage bar, "Autumn delight" as the main
dining seating area, and "Holly Private Banquet"
are the VIP rooms. The menu design also conforms
to these theme, through the naturalistic minimalist
cuisine, allowing patrons to completely immerse
themselves in the unique restaurant atmosphere.
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The restaurant in the forest

The overall circulation is organized in accordance with the spatial functions. It accommodates large crowds in the he main
dining area and a beverage bar is located in the front area. The children's play zone, VIP rooms and offices are in the rear
portion of space to maintain privacy and avoid crowds.

The main design challenge was to overcome the disadvantage of the L-shape floor plan and create a comprehensible thematic
experience. The designers customized a memorable story at each designated area and artistically intersperse marketing
material thereby making travel through the spaces s a fun exploratory trip.

The project is defined as a fine dining restaurant and mainly uses darker color textile finishes that render a more calming
sense. Whereas the front area’s light wood ceiling and floor finishes serve as a backdrop for the greenery to offer a tranquil
atmosphere for guests to relax and soothe their mood. Designers mentioned that, as the main design element, other than some
fixed plants the majority of the landscape potted plants can be changed out based on the seasons and holiday festivals needs
to provide diverse visual interests and enhance the sense of the four seasons and the passing of time.

The beverage bar is located at the pivotal point of the floor plan taking advantage of the existing atrium to introduce natural
daylight into the core of the space. Large floor-to-ceiling full height windows open up the space. Carefully selected feature
trees planted at the center of the square shape of the bar are the visual focus. The designers subdivided the atrium into gridded
shapes giving emphasis to the daylight and shadow effect, while also using white to finish the interior side of atrium to enhance
the overall brightness. Lighting illuminates the grid at night defining a more refined atmosphere. Seated along the bar counter
one can experience the light changes sifting down from above mimicking the sunlight filtering through the shade of the leaves.
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10. VIP private room for group gatherings. 11. Children play zone. 12. Restroom interior details. 13. Hand wash sink counter with integrated planter;
nature takes part in daily life. 14. Arch framed opening extends the curved design language.

The rear portion of the plan layout in accordance with privacy needs. Low height partitions define the children’s play area, VIP
private rooms and concrete wall finished office space. Large amount of curved glass partitions were inserted to subdivide
space but maintain visual penetration. Curved glass wall with plants forming a green landscape artfully position the high-end
restaurant somewhere between a ceremonial formality and a sense of relaxed nature achieving a balanced atmosphere.

Karv One Design created a very rich overlay of different content and scenes of space. This green project allowing diners to
enjoy the natural theme of cuisines and at the same time enjoy the seasonal scenery, almost like sitting in the middle of forest
where a visitor can enjoy a multi-level experience in a short period of time.

A DT Material Analysis
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1. The front area ceiling has a light color wood veneer paired with dark grilles.
Wood texture sets up a relaxing natural atmosphere. 2. Beverage bar and
central planting zone is directly below the existing atrium and is the the focal
point of the space. 3. The rear area uses curved glass partitions to subdivide
space based on functional needs, but maintains visual permeability and enhance
the texture of space by material.
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1. "Nature" is the main design concept to create a dining in
the forest environment in the middle of the city. 2. This project
combines the functions of a restaurant and a sales reception center
and must meet marketing needs without affecting the dining space.
3. The main design challenge was to overcome the disadvantages
of the L-shaped floor plan and create an immersive experience.
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