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Designers | INDOT Design Studio / Armin Cheng

Photographer | Hey!cheese

Category | Residential

Location | Taiwan

Materials | Slate, Eco-friendly coatings, mineral plating, wood veneer,
Metal, PLam, ultra-wear-resistant floors

Size | 62.8m2

Project year| 2021
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INDOT Design Studio / Armin Cheng
Since its establishment in 2011, INDOT
design team has believed that the design
is an attitude for life and space should
not be just a box or enclosure but rather
have an architectural sensibility and
vision constantly testing standard space
frameworks while aiming to increase the
interaction between people in the space.
It should also intentionally reduce the
designer's voice, allowing the users to
express their identity and be seen. In
addition it must provide a high quality of
living as a good design not only satisfies
each project’ s unique requirement but
also brings comfort to the users.

Cheng, the owner of INDOT Design
Studio has a dual identity as an illustrator
with architectural design background.
He is an enthusiast of all creative things
and enjoys discovering interesting ideas
from daily life activities. In terms of
spatial design, he is expert at breaking
conventional frameworks with unique lines
and a spatial penetrating language that
forms the shaping INDOT style.
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1. The free standing island counter
is the central feature of the space. 2.
White and gray are the main colors
of the project.
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3. Floor plan. 4. Free standing island counter with custom made
hardware framing to incorporate moveable dining tables and
chair storage. 5. Considering the owner's lifestyle and future
planning the project layout was designed to be a one bedroom
suite. 6. Amplifies the sense of space through pure building
materials and bright colors.
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Conventional residential design project usually selects the family's living room as the main design focus from the visual focus of
the entertaining wall with large sofa, and oversized wide living room which together become a social functional space for family
gatherings or visit. However, with the transformation of urban living patterns, one might regard the "dining room" in a similar
nature but with more flexible functions as the new focal point of daily routine. Since the early design communication stage the
owner couple commented that they enjoy doing all sorts of things together including doing house chores, prepping meals,
watching movies etc. Instead of a series of dedicated functional place they were looking for a space where they can enjoy their
life together. Therefore, within the limited project area, designer Cheng decided to enlarge the scale of the dining space that
features a free standing island bar counter, to redefine the daily formation of life for the dwellers.

Boundaryless living space

"Redefinition of Home" is located in the center of the Yonghe District in New Taipei City. Although the indoor space is not large
it has a great proximity to daily life functions. The existing two-bedroom apartment layout did not meet the owner’s needs
and it appeared to be very congested. After carefully evaluating the couple’s daily routine and future planning, the designer
completely reorganized the floor layout and initiated the design of the island counter as the devised feature of the space.

As soon as one enters the room they immediately see the free standing counter island located at the center of the space which
looks like a simple rectangular volume but in fact contains many functions. The designer considered the island counter as
extension of the kitchen, At one side of the island counter are custom made hardware and accessories that can store movable
dining tables and chairs with a large amount of storage cabinets lined along the other side. The simple bar counter is more than
a place more for just prepping meals. With enhanced functionality, the island can be turned into a space for work, reading and
even leisure and relaxation. The integration of kitchen and living space also functions as a connecting space, linking various
spaces together. Instead of the conventional sofa taking up floor space in the room, a custom made built in seating platform
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1. Wood: selected to enhance the warm dwelling atmosphere.
Portions of the wood material are finished with white paint to
increase the sense of brightness. 2. Mineral paint: gray mineral
paint with a light texture enhances the spatial vocabulary.
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1. Based on the daily routines and needs of the owners the designers used the free
standing bar island as the main design theme to redefine a lifestyle by enlarging the
scale of the kitchen dining space as a blend of living functions. 2. The multi-purpose
open common area can be converted into a bedroom as needed.



along the window makes the overall spatial perception more spacious and more fluid in circulation. Considering the owner's
family planning with a possible family member addition in the future, a reserved open space at the rear can be converted into a
bedroom when in need. The raised stand extends from the seating platform that can be used for the bedding, and the adjacent
storage cabinet can be used as a wardrobe closet. The additional spaces were planned to accommodate a future additional
piece of furniture or partition. The master bedroom is hidden behind the kitchen partition. It utilizes a similarly raised platform as
a bed frame, and is enclosed with a closet, the wardrobe and adjacent desk.

Designer Cheng commented that in addition to maximizing the spatial perception of the planning, he also focused on
maintaining the visual simplicity. The whole project has white and gray as the main color tones and they are combined with
warm wood material and textural mineral paints. The design intent is expressed through simple clean materials and bright colors
to amplify the sense of space. The lighting scheme uses linear lights that can multitask as circulation guides, with recessed
spot light fixtures hidden away in direct sight to maintain simple clean surface planes without disruption. In addition to dividing
the field and arranging functions within the limited floor plate a large amount of storage space was cleverly incorporated into
the space planning. From the seating platform to the adjacent perimeter walls carefully concealed with various storage cabinet
casework the recessed partition panels cleverly blend into the cabinet joint details through out of sight of the design approach
which reduces the awareness of the existence of the door panels. The objective theme of this project's design, just like the
project name given by the designers, was to redefine residential space and redefine the idea of home for the owners.
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7. Maximize the space quality and keep the visual simplicity. 8. The platform seating along the window to replaces a conventional sofa thereby freeing
up more space to allow open plan circulation. 9. Hidden storage space. 10. The multi-purpose open common area can be converted into a bedroom
as needed. 11. The master bedroom is hidden behind the kitchen. 12. Semi-open kitchen design, allowing direct connection to an open island in the
space. 13. Grey slate as the main finish material in the bathroom. 14. The master bedroom with raised platform bed frame, surrounded by a closet
and desk.
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