MORPH

=il

| |

8% Et #&\. Various Associates | #5585t / BB 1555 Designer_| Various Associates / Qianyi Lin, Dongzi Yang
£ H &/ FEFEF Participants | Jingjing Tang

® R &l BhE Photographer] Shao Feng

ZERGMEES | 2 ITHEERIEZE™R Category | Multi- purpose theatrical space

AASENIE L PE Location| China

FEBME = - 870~ =58 ~ ERET Materials | golden tile, silk fabric, gold foil, cavity stone
=) & 303 1 Size ] 1,000m?2

IBEESE{D] 2019 & Project year | 2019

AR

e

interior JAN 2020



ZEMEIH - R RERH AR E - SRS EOTR RE R
Foft MORPH #7 & ~ 8 ~ (LRI LT -

MORPH i 2 e L T ol > & —
PESAb R ZEM > BA =850y © AT -
EE RS~ W EHAZERE] o S R 2 HL
% F MORPH > [@g H&r & ~ 891 ~ #E1b
By an )y BRSSO E B AT R L 3
B BB EARTETT -

B EASCEES - BRI SCABIRTRIRY 20T
ok o DURCEAUER G A LA 22 [ HY
AIREHARE - o EE SIS RYACE AT RE 0 R
FRBEEIE Y ANBLA > DA Rz N B Z2 R P e 2R
HIBRE ~ T8 - BEEfi/m L DL1TEET R
TS BN By T EE B > AE R T Z54W 100
ANHIZ s Bl B 2 2 - RESR M
BEMICELIANESEREERRK - JEEEE
HYRI R e T R - e bR & A 5
i — B = > FTRE & ] B 51 Rl s iH 2
Bz [E A A M U L B R E]
R PR RV L E) -

ZEfE &S i EEATHERAE N &2 7 oRAyPE s R - 1 h0 2 MEVIERE - BIREESR
B GEE TP SRS EIEE - R LAEPEhR S B ThRE L - 7 H 75 18 R EREGhH -
BRELEAE - AESE SRR - S —(EERS - EALEENRE S EE AR SCRH S 2 A A —
G - FEHAF Ryl P sUEE 0y - [FRH R S 2 MO MBI SE /Y - BN > SMEREL
B AR B FEREE — RS R o B B AE R E EE SRE  A n SERR 5 TR
| A B IS S S H AR R 1 - DI By B R M TS > FTRE T 1
P22 IR RIRME -

—
Qianyi Lin, Dongzi Yang

EENE
EERET R — R MEENERET TIFE »
ETIFMTS R = BRIEER ST ST EEEE - T
ZERRITHS 2017 5F - HEBBIPRIESE g
STEMEEX » B EmER
PIEZET ~ MIEAZE ~ FEAIEZ
TS i K B 1 TH B BYE
eZEETIRE 2R - > Bk
BRI BUEMENNEGRE » e EESETT
EHE IV IREMR - @F - (FR— R
7 TEMHS{FFE » Bl 2Rz
TEREI T - ERERIE IR ~ IRFEEEASRAR -
ZEIZAIVESRER ©

Various Associates /

Qianyi Lin, Dongzi Yang

Various Associates is an architecture and
interior design practice working regionally
and internationally on research-based
design projects.VA was founded in 2017 as
a team of designers from an international
background with professional expertise
in architecture, interior design, material
design, graphic and interaction design.
The studio is developing ambitious high-
end projects including boutique hotels,
restaurants, retail spaces, workspaces
and galleries. VA focuses on enhancing
spaces and developing material details
using bespoke approaches to give unique
visual expressions to each project. VA
also gives artists and designers a platform
to collaborate and reimagine new ways
to be creative and break down barriers
between the arts.
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1. MORPH stands quietly in a
corner of a busy city. 2. Bar area
embraced by warm color cavity
stone walls and ceiling.
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3. The first floor ceiling has a gold
color hole puncture to overlook
the second floor. 4. Colors used
4, mainly in the space include red,
2 blue, mute black, yellow and gold,
representing the traditional five
colors in Chinese cosmology. 5.
Gold foils layer in rich texture.
6.7. Section drawings. 8. Design
processing drawing.
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Located in Nanshan District, Shenzhen, China and occupying a corner of a building, MORPH is a mixed-use space with a total
construction area of 1,000 sgm. "MORPH" means transformation and evolution in Chinese. The client hopes to build a vigorous
and brand new social space, to introduce and hold various cultural, artistic and musical events, with a view to bringing new
vitality to the city.

The project was approached by Various Associates, a local-based design studio. According to the project designers'
understanding, evolution indicates progress and variation. Taking account into the context of Shenzhen — a new city, they
wanted to utilize some traditional and local materials to collide with the modern interior structural forms, and fuse gradually-
forgotten Chinese old elements with international modern designs and aesthetics in an innovative manner, thereby presenting
the "evolution" of design. The designers' idea is to realize collisions within the space through a diversified material palette,
contrasting interior scenes as well as division of multiple functional areas.

Morphing

Walls and ceilings are mainly clad in sand-color natural travertine, which adds a subtle texture to the simple and warm volume
as well as presents a visual impression of modernity and eternity in combination with brass connections and holes finished
with gold foil, forming striking contrast with surrounding buildings visually. Lightweight yet massive, composed yet prudent,
transparent yet closed, the space is awash with contrasting elements.

interior JAN 2020



13

9. Curved soft wall dialogues with a dominant black wall. 10. Red velvet sofa in skew shape. 11. Bar, lounge and VIP room layout in an energetic
spatial flow. 12. Blue color wall stands in a dominating position. 13. Revolving door system offers space a continuous flow.

The color palette is inspired by the Forbidden City, consisting of red, blue, black, yellow and gold, which feature extremely
high saturation and are consistent with the colors of Wu Xing (Wu Xing is also named as the Five Elements, which includes
metal, wood, water, fire and earth. In traditional Chinese philosophy, Wu Xing is the foundation of everything in the universe
and natural phenomena). The five hues with Chinese characteristics are reorganized, interpreted and transformed in a modern
approach within the space, which well integrate with the interior structures, together producing visual highlights.

The designers combined diversified modern materials with traditional materials exclusive in China. The matte black wallsare
covered with a new environmentally-friendly material. It's made from a kind of traditional black tiles which can be seen on the
floor of Forbidden City’s palaces (Interior flooring tiles of the Forbidden City are also named as “gold tiles”, because they are as
precious as gold.), via modern technology and a reorganization process. This new cladding not only maintains the texture and
properties of “gold tiles”, but also greatly reduced the cost. The blue curved doors are wrapped in a kind of traditional Chinese
fabric hand-dyed by experienced craftsmen, which is characterized by high chroma. Hand-dyeing is a traditional craft, and
different batches of cloth dyed manually have different shades. Gold is dotted throughout the space, which is rendered by
gold foil, with a warm and natural texture. Each piece of foil was stuckby hand, similar to the way of how gold buddha statues in
temples are clad. Layer upon layer, the gauze-resembling gold foil showcases unique grains and textures, and becomes more
shiny through the reflection of light. With a warm hue and natural textures, the earth-toned ltalian travertine generates appealing
contrast with the matte black walls and walls finished with gold fail.
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Flexibility

The key design intervention of the project is the creation of a mezzanine.
Through precise structural calculation, the designers added a mezzanine
to the original 7-metre-high space, which is regarded as 2F. A circular and
flexible circulation connects all functional areas, and structural languages
well match with materials featuring strong hues, hence maintaining balance
and unity in an expanded space.

Another bold intervention is to insert a slightly oblique and curved double-
height structure into the geometric space, which can not only link, partition
and define the space, but also highlight spatial identity and increase
brightness. The structure is set between the lounge and the activity area with
black walls in a unique manner, perfectly presenting a geometric aesthetic
via the collision between materials and structures. Looking up from 1F, it
enhances spatial transparency, establishes a visual connection between two
floors, and breaks the limitation of 1F's storey height as well as eliminates its
oppressive feeling.

MORPH is a bar, an event venue and a transformable space, available
for facilitating “interaction between human and city” in cultural context.
Functional areas are set around a 7-meter-high activity space at the center.
With capacity for 100 people, theatre acoustics, and spatial installations
which can be replaced irregularly, it's adaptive to various types of activities
and provides local people with a fantastic place to socialize. Flexible rotating doors on both sides of the activity space can meet
the needs of different events and exhibitions. When doors close, a separate inner activity space is created, while it connects
the lounge as doors open, which enriches the interaction and sense of layering within the overall space. People including
performers can go through the doors casually, thereby resulting in interesting interactions and scenes.

Fuse & Transfer

Through this project, Various Associates explored and worked out a solution to tackle with the oblivion and disappearing of
traditional Chinese materials: on the one hand, adopting unique design approaches to innovate the way of using traditional
materials and redefine them in modern designs; on the other hand, integrating China-specific materials with modern
technologies, materials and designs, so as to break through the limits of traditional materials utilization and realize “re-design
with old material”’. Amidst the prosperous and charming urban night view, MORPH shows its expectation and hope for the city
with a unique posture. Just as its name indicates, it keeps evolving and transforming to face different challenges and bring
infinite possibilities. Text by Various Associates.
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14. The first floor plan. 15. The second floor plan. 16. Blue velvet chair makes a harmonious dialogue with ceiling formation. 17. Opening in the court
plays a role in weaving all the spaces together. 18. An opening from the second floor looks down to the first floor. 19. Bar area and VIP room on the
second floor. 20. VIP room.
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1. Golden tile: high-tech eco-friendly material BROJEE °
derived from traditional materials. 2. Silk cloth: MORPH has three functions. It is a bar, theatrical space and space for exhibitions. MORPH
hand-dyed in various colors. 3. Gold foil: hand signifies transformation and expectations of a promising future. The design explores Shenzhen's
treatment in many layers. 4. Cavity stone: the past and uses local material to intermingle with the most cutting edge technology. The design
material is used to cover wall surfaces and ceiling expects spatial evolution as part of the ever changing DNA embedded in the memory of this city.
parts.
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