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Designers | Senjin Design / W.C.H.

Participant Lin Li

Photographer ] KPS/ Kyle Yu, Wu K.H., Lee J.F.

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Solid wood, fenix, imora stone, carpet, wood flooring
Size | 661.2 m2

Project year| 2022
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Senjin Design / W.C.H.

W.C.H. Interior design was founded
in 1999, and then established Senjin
Design in 2012 adhering to an attitude
that design comes from life. The firm
aspires to the expression of art forms
via ultimate craftsmanship, solving
space problems through an objective
perspective, gathering the strength of
teamwork as well as striving for aesthetic
realm and originality. They continue
to pursue the evolution of design,
craftsmanship, art and life to make space
design beyond design.
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1. First floor is the public domain
for entertaining guests, with relative
generous and open planning. 2.
Tranquil simplicity: elegant colors,
cypress wood finish throughout the
project.
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3-5. Calm atmosphere of the tea house. 6. First floor plan. 7. Elegant quiet tatami room with textured wallpaper and gold inlaid cabinetry details. 8.
Heartwarming Japanese-style room. 9. The Japanese room is made up of shoji and tatami mats to reshape the memories of the space with traditional
elements.
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The Japanese house as a building type was introduced to Taiwan during the Japanese occupation period. Although Taiwanese
houses do not have a strong Japanese style appearance nowadays, one can still spot Japanese style elements and influences.
Among them, the flexible and multipurpose "Japanese tatami Room" is very popular and commonly seen in early interior
renovation projects.

The owner of this house described profound memories about the tatami room. For the owner, the "Japanese tatami room" is
not only a living room or dining room, it is the core of the home, a place that congregates and condenses the emotions of the
family. Therefore, even with the understanding of this project as a complete renovation of the house, the owner feeling very
strongly to preserve the "Japanese room" so that the emotional memories could be retained and continued.
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Use space to carry on memories

<Aroma> is a two-story, multi-family mansion located in the
greater Taipei metropolitan area. It is surrounded by the green
mountains with an open frontal view into the city. The purpose of
the renovation project owner was an addition to address the water
leakage and pest problems of the old house. The renovation was
also a chance for them to reorganize their personal art collections
and reexamine their own memories; The family was accustomed
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10.12. First floor is the public domain for entertaining
guests, with relative generous and open planning. 11.
Second floor plan.
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13-15. Large round dining table with open bar for gatherings. 16. Marble stone bar countertop. 17. The majestic grained marble finish spend between

floors.
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to the spacious space lifestyle in the United states, and enjoyed hosting
large gatherings of relatives and friends. Therefore, the designer used floor
layouts to separate public and private areas.

The design concept is derived from the "Japanese room". Throughout
the project there consists a simple Japanese style of elegant colors, and
pristine cypress wood. The first floor is used as a public area to entertain
families and friends, with a spacious living room, dining space, tea room,
gym, Spa and other entertainment spaces. Guests are first greeted with
the bright openness of a generous seating hall and then slowly transcend
into the decompressing tea house, and finally, step into the cozy intimate
Japanese style tatami space with the feeling of being woven into the texture
of the tatami mat as if wandering in nature.

As the core concept of the project, the designer preserved and relocated
one of the existing building columns into the new Japanese tatami room
and used traditional Japanese style shoji and tatami mat finishes to
recreate images of the memory space. The gray and white texture rendered
wallpaper and the gold inlaid detailing of the old wooden cabinet add lively
highlights to the quiet and simple Japanese room.

Two types of woods that intrigue memories

The first floor welcomes guests in a magnificent style with a relatively open
space distribution and scale. The second floor is used as the daily life
space for the family. It is focused on creating a more comfortable restful
atmosphere, including the dining room and four bedrooms. Alongside the
cypress wood steps, the aroma and warmth of the handrails guide the
circulation and connect the floors. Although the finish materials and color
continue as a whole throughout, they are displayed in a muted way at the
upper floor, with generous amount of shelves and cabinets added to meet
the storage needs of the owner's collection and display.
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1. Stone: Columns in the living room, feature wall in the tea
house, the walls of the tea room. The countertops of the bar
employs the same type of marble stone with majestic natural
gain and color as used elsewhere in the project. 2. Wood: Paired
the gorgeous marble stone with elegant cypress wood finish to
form the overall background. Stained camphor wood adds a quiet
texture in the bedrooms.
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1. In addition to addressing the existing building's water leakage and pest
problems, the renovation was also a great opportunity for the owner themselves
to reorganize various collections and reassess their memories, Therefore, they
hoped to preserve the "Japanese room" so that their emotional memories could
continue. 2. The design concept started from the "Japanese room", and there
is a simple Japanese style throughout the project. It consists of light colors and
cypress wood finish as base. The public and private areas are on different floors.




The bedroom spaces consist of camphor wood finishes. The designer commented
that in the early days, camphor wood with its pronounced grain was one of very
popular interior finishes and furniture materials, therefore he intentionally used
the same material to depict the memories of the 70s and 80s., But, he carefully
selected different cuts of camphor wood for their restrained pattern and applied a
stained finish to continue the quite elegant theme resulting in bedrooms that are
enclosed with warm colors and textures that embed a sense of serenity.

In addition to reinterpreting spatial memories visually, the designer also hoped to
evoke memories through the sense of smell. After the owner chose a gorgeously
patterned marble stone as feature finish material, the designer decided to use
a cypress that carries a pleasant wood aroma as complimentary material that
accentuates the colorful and majestic texture of the stone. Therefore, while
the occupants are attracted by the colorful finishes in the space, they are also
surrounded by the cypress wood aroma in the hopes that the perception of smell
will elicit memories again.
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18. Second floor as family daily life space with comfortable relaxing atmosphere. 19. Continuing the colors and materials theme from the public space,
but showing them in a subdued way. 20. Generous storage and collection display casework to meet the owner’'s needs. 21. Guest bedroom. 22-24.
The master bedroom is finished with warm colors and textures to bring calm and serenity. 25. Master bedroom dressing room.
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