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Designer | Marty Chou Architecture / Marty Chou
Photographer | Kyle Yu Photo Studio / Kyle Yu
Category_| Residence

Location | Taiwan

Materials | Quartz tile, quartz, carved white marble, stainless steel, velvet

fabric, leather, metal, copper, stained wood veneer
Size | 99m?
Design time 2017 — 2018
Construction time | 2018
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1. Originating from the Little Mermaid, a serene and beautiful disposition throughout the project. 2.
The Little Mermaid is placed at the endpoint of the corridor allowing the open plan living and dining
space Ito be physical connected but with a visual and psychological boundary.
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Marty Chou Architecture / Marty Chou

We want to do something that is simple
but profoundly memorable.

2018 WIN Award Residential Category
Finalist

2017 TID Taiwan Interior Design award,
single-storey residential category
2016-today Lecturer in architectural
design, Department of Architecture,
Taiwan National University of Science and
Technology

2013-today Marty Chou Architecture
Design Studio

2005-2013 Designer at HO+HOU Studio
Architects

2004-2005 Master of Advanced
Architectural Design, Columbia University,
New York, USA

2002 Bachelor of Architectural design
from University of Toronto
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3. Open plan dining space, as a presentation showcase. 4. Floor plan. 5. The white-washed gray color mermaid statue with pale lake blue and light
shallow goose yellow became the basis of the project's color scheme. 6. Details. Minus the decorative decoration, a focus on displaying the beauty of
the furniture; overall exquisite quality like an art gallery.
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Who is a source of artistic inspiration? While working on creating this
dreamlike space, a muse appeared, whom | named the project after:
the Mermaid Gallery. She was my little guardian angel, and because of
her presence, | was inspired to make those abstract ideas take shape,
and the reconciliation become a tangible reality, as an extension of her
presence. This was a very unique and special creation process, and this
will always hold an important role in my heart. -- Marty Chou

Encounter, little mermaid

Let us trace the design process back to the beginning, where the project
was initiated to fulfill the new family’s growth needs, and the living and
dining space was expected to be an open plan, and maintain flexibility
for the bedroom space along with a smooth circulation that floats and
connects the public and private spaces.

Each dwelling is unique and they rely on the design to define their
essence. Chou attempted to rediscover the purity from a fairy tale, and
construct a novelty as well as a reality integrated theme that is genuine
and tangible. He recalled: during the floor layout planning phase, the
owner expressed the desire to showcase his personal collection of a
small mermaid statues. The nonfunctional decoration was in opposition
to the designer’s design principle, but as soon as he met the delightful
sculpture in person, the idea of the sculpture as just decoration quickly
transpired to become the focal point that organized the plan layout.
However, to use this pure and innocent symbol to inspire imagination,
you must let your thoughts sway between the fairy tale novelty and
reality, and it is another layer of consideration. In this regard, Marty Chou
made the sculpture a focal point that can be observed from different
space perspectives. In the public domain, the Little Mermaid's best
furnishings placement is at the end of corridor axis, as a hint leading
to the living and dining area. The little mermaid can be seen along the
public circulation where it visually and psychological establishes the
space, while retaining the open layout, connected to each other, but
also independent.

Living, in the art gallery

After the design theme was established, the next step is how to render
and extend out the wholesome affections of the Little Mermaid. In this
regard, the designer decided using "art gallery" as the design concept
in fact matching the mistress’ expectation: “Dream of living in an art
gallery like space, solemn, sacred, dark unknown, and keen on the
elusive sense of distance.”

For the design implementation, the designer choose warm white and
light gray to echo the sculpture and gallery style of tranquility. Then he
further developed the overall project color scheme based on colors
found on the Little Mermaid such as the pale lake blue and light shallow
goose yellow.
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7. Applying white to the design elements transformed the background to set off the
subject. 8. Use of chandeliers to enrich the visual depth of space. 9. Use of wood
trim to organize casework details, hardware were placed in less obvious locations
integrated with the trim work.






e

«“I

f— T
| .

11

10. BNEZERE - ORIFHE I ELEMT . EESRANEESUEERS - 1. ERABERSIFOHEHK - B8RRZER - LINFIIERPIISHE - FIRYRREEUIN
7 o BAAEITIREREIREEE BNV ESERE - @RS —EE R R REREMIVA / FASRIRZER] - 12, EBAEREIES - 13. EEAESH A% HEEE - Bil—
EERRR - thRIERERER I DFRES  14. ERAEPTEIIREFKIEHRE - IRE ERB T EFENZERARURNER R » iBiERS S HEEREIVRED:

Within the quiet warm white background, adding gray quartz tiles with organic irregular patterns that manifest as an oil painting
style texture enhance the white, gray and block tonal contrast. The lighting scheme mainly uses indirect light sources for the
ambient and serene character, with incidental focal recessed fixtures, floor lamps, or chandeliers, to balance the overall spatial
hierarchy and to enrich the space’s angelic atmosphere.

At the same time, it was challenging to fulfill the mistress’ love of decorative wood trims without some classical style imagery.
Marty Chou was able to redefine the compatibility of blending decorative wood trims in a modern space. This reverses the
perception of being limited to a classical style. His analysis: the reason why the owner loves wood trim is not because the
classical style imagery, but simply she loves the visual impression of the trim lines. Therefore, to extract the linear aesthetic
expression of the trim lines, Marty repurposed the trim pieces as a tool that modulates the elevation imagery and creates the
visual rhythm like the white background covered with a faint relief stroke. Those soft lines amplify the overall sensibility but also
concisely define the space. The expectation of living in an art gallery has been implemented.
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10. Bathroom space, textured quartz tile wall and floor, clean simple finish. 11. Master bedroom with generous storage and handbag display space that
is hidden behind the stainless steel mirror finish doors. The mirror panels reduce the pressure of the walkway, while creating a boundary at the same
time obscuring the public/private transition 12. Master bathroom. 13. The Jewelry display case in the master bedroom. Integrated H-shape screen also
defines the separation between the sleeping and dressing spaces. 14. All major functionality within the master bedroom were requested to be hidden,
only the necessary furniture is visible as a symbol of the perfection of comfort. This allows the sleeping itself as a kind of display.
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1. Flooring: Quartz tiles with slip resistance finish texture for home
living safety. 2.Bathroom: Stone pattern quartz floor tile, with slip
resistance finish texture for home living safety. 3.Kitchen finishes:
Stainless steel, quartz stone. 4. Wall finishes: wood trims, finish
wall paints, spray paint. 5. Furniture and accessories: Combination
of velvet fabric, leather, metal, copper, stained wood veneer and
white stone. Various material compositions create a rich but low-key
background as a complement to enhance the display of furniture and
ornaments.
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1. The project is located in a five year old apartment building. The original
plan layout did not meet the needs of the homeowners, therefore they
commissioned this renovation project.2. The homeowner couple are
physicians, they requested to reserve a study room that can be converted into
a nursery in the future. Through integrated planning, each room is purposeful
at the same time without affecting the overall living atmosphere. 3. Expect a
large number of clothing / handbag / jewelry display and storage in the master
bedroom. 4. The mistress hoped to make the best display arrangements for
her Little Mermaid statue.






