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Designers | MARTY CHOU ARCHITECTURE / Marty Chou

Photographer | KyleYu Photo Studio / Kyle Yu

Category | Residence

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | Ceramic tile, wood flooring, wood veneer, solid wood, paint,
stainless steel

Size | 92.5m?

Project year| 2022
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MARTY CHOU ARCHITECTURE / Marty
Chou

Founded in 2013, MARTY CHOU
ARCHITECTURE is committed to
pursuing simple profound design.
Through clearly identified concepts and
simple space the firm delivers a sense of
stability and broad peacefulness in mind.
Chou's works have been published in
various internationally recognized design
media, and have won the 2018 British
WIN Award in the residential category,
the 2020 ltalian A' Design Award in the
interior space and exhibition design
category, the 2021 Golden Pin Design
Award Golden Pin Design Award in the
residential space category, the 2017 /
2020 / 2021 (Gold Award) TID Taiwan
Interior Design Award single-storey
residential category, and the 2021
US Architizer A+ Award Winner in the

Apartment-Residential category.
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1. The undulations of the platform
elevation changes echoing the
nearby hillside terrain, introducing
circulation rhythm.
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2. Multipurpose Japanese style tatami room functions as a small study den and can also be used as a guest bedroom. 3. Raised platform walkway
leads to the tatami room and powder room. 4. Guest bathroom details. 5. Floor plan. 6. Using the depth of the cabinet to create a grotto like cave for
display the statue of Bodhi dharma. 7. Gardening work zone.
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8. Overall white tone background wall and ceiling
reflects natural light and makes the space brighter. 9.
The application of interior finish materials, color and
texture all resonant with the mountain hiking scenery.

interior MAR 2023

This work is located in an urban area, a quiet neighborhood
adjacent to a hillside, surrounded by natural greenery. The
owners are a couple who value the quality of life. In addition to
cooking they enjoy wine tasting, floral arrangement and culinary
study and often explore the wilderness. They love nature and
expected their new home to be an open bright atmosphere
that blended with the greenery of the environment. The existing
building was a conventional apartment consisting of three
small size bedrooms and three bathrooms. Restricted to the
building’s architectural shape, the living room had many irregular
fragmented corners. Although it has a large opening at the north
elevation the natural light seemed to be blocked by the close in
dense foliage.

However, the homeowners were open to changes and supported
a simple and open new dwelling that would be flexible according
to their life patterns. The owners open mind laid the foundation



that would allow the design to break free from conventional shackles for new possibilities.

The designers attempted to transform the existing building limitations into a spatial feature. Considering the simple residential
population and the diverse interests of the couple they recommended opening up the whole floor plan and converting it to two
bedroom suites through a fully connected open plan to maximize the natural light moving freely through the space. Carefully
placed and detailed hidden sliding doors offer flexibility for house guests to maintain privacy according to needs while the
residents can enjoy an open and unrestrained space for daily life.

Step into the forests

The designer and the owner have been friends since their teenager years, and ever since they were young, they have travelled
to places together, from the vast forests of Northern America to hikes through various gorgeous Taiwan mountains. The owner
couple are outdoor enthusiasts, and mountaineering is their common hobby. When conceiving the design theme for the project,
the designers naturally associated their shared memories and attempted to reflect the hiking experience in the space so as to
satisfy beautiful commemorations.

In the artistic conception of the space, the activities in the house are like shuttling through mountain trails through a series of
interlinked platforms with wood and stone finishes that resemble the hiking scenery through the mountains and forests.

The designer placed an L-shaped platform along the window opening using the difference in platform height to define the
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space as well as smoothly turning the landscape scene into a long pictured frame thus bringing in the lush greenery towards
the interior.The platform also carries a variety of practical functions: first, the use of the platform achieves spatial integration as it
neatly absorbs the existing fragmented corner space; secondly it leads the visual focus towards the greenery environment and
dilutes the internal and external barriers; Third, the platform provides additional storage capacity; lastly, the platform serves as
daily practical furniture.

The platform has two different elevations: the 21.5 cm raised platform serves as a walking path leading to the tatami room,
and the 43 cm high platform can be use as a lounging bed, dining chair, and as part of the circulation path which leads to
the private rooms. The undulations of the platform also echo the changes in the topography of the hillside outside the house
allowing people to feel the rhythm like hiking in the woods while looking out at the surrounding greenery. The height difference
of the platform also helps the natural demarcation and diversified use of the residence which can meet the needs of various
activities such as flower arrangement, dining, and lounging.
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10. Open plan design with smoothly flowing circulation and the space can be divided according to needs. 11. Raised seating lounging platform
also provides storage function. 12. Raised wooden platform is also a path leading to the master bedroom. 13. Use of custom made cabinetry wall as
demarcation between public and private domains. 14. The master bedroom finished with clean natural color and a quiet atmosphere. 15. Textured
gray tile finish in the master bathroom creates a cave-like bathing space. 16. Master bathroom details.
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Manifest nature

The owner treasured a silver and white statue of Bodhi Dharma and wanted to properly display this statue in the new home. The
designer utilized the depth of the cabinet wall to create a cave effect, where he suspended the Dharma statue within it guarding
the family from above, and this Dharma statue also drove the selection of materials for the whole project. The designer felt that
the abstract but delicate shape of the Dharma statue with its dynamic and striking appearance was just like the characteristics
of the owner couple, therefore he selected contrasting finish materials and at the same time, closely adhering to an overall
visual neatness and meticulous details.

The overall space adopts cool color tones and rigid lines, paired with moderately soft materials for harmonious balance. For
example, the walls and ceiling throughout adopt a pure white base tone to maximize the reflection of natural light, highlighting
the outdoor greenery. The flooring is finished with grained quartz tiles, with the rough stone-like texture, anti-slip and wear-
resistant implicitly echoing the natural stone shaping a secret grotto. The high platform with stone like appearance throughout
the public space is just like the beautiful rocks encountered during hiking trips.

Settle within this dwelling unit as this project was designed as a metaphor of the owner’s disposition. Here one can relax and
spontaneously relish the nature scenery in all spaces while enjoying the exquisiteness of peace all day long in comfort. The
project located in the city but immersed in the greenery is like a contented hidden sage situated in a mountain forest, adoring
the tranquil surroundings and freedom of ease.
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1. Overall interior walls and ceiling plain finished with white
paint with different techniques to maximize the surface
reflection of natural light. 2. Utilizing coarse textured quartz
finish tiles that resemble the natural stone appearance also
provides a functional wear and stain resistance. 3. Raised
floor and working platforms are finished with a warm texture
that is comfortable for users; use of stone grain platform
solid finish to sustain daily chores.

I EE L Communication Note
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1. The designer and the owner have known each other for 30 years with a great
understanding of each other, the owner also recognizes the practicality of planning
combined with the integrity of spatial concepts and ideas is the essence of design. 2.
Project pre-design planning phase was nearly one and a half years as the designer
thoroughly reviewed different aspects of needs and potential challenges which were
taken into account in detail. Proposed floor elevation changes, user experience
ergonomic related dimensions and details were all carefully simulated. The total
design and construction time was about two years through a smooth process and
communication.
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