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Materiality Design / Stephen Kuo

B.A. University of the Arts London.

M.A. University of North London
Lecturer, SJU

Established Materiality Design Research
in 2002

Throughout his career Stephen has
excelled in utilizing an elegant linear
design language and rich, diverse
materials to create refined, pure, and
spacious philosophical environments
He loves to create elegancy in spacious
layers and imbue them with unique
atmospheres. By infusing a strong
humanistic dimension into his work,
he constructs a philosophy of living
in spaces and stimulates endless
imaginative possibilities in spatial
aesthetics.
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1. Gray color tone dialogues with the
collection items of vintage furniture
pieces. 2. Winding passage creates
privacy control.
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3. Exposed pipes appear visually in precise orders at the ceiling. 4. A small lobby zone in front of the elders' room.

This project is situated in a primary location, and Stephen took
inspiration from the concept of the metropolis. His aim was to
blend spaciousness with exquisite details to reflect the unique
qualities of the residence.

The occupants are a small metropolitan family consisting of the
husband and wife, along with their three school-age children.
They place importance on the sense of openness and storage
functionality in their home. The husband has a collection of
trendy and collectible items, while the wife leans towards an
elegant style.

Precise bordering between the private and public

Stephen said the homeowners prioritize privacy control, and
the family members share close emotional bonds. Their spatial
needs include not only a living room, dining room, kitchen, and
bedrooms but also a separate guest room for elderly family
members. As the residence is situated on a high floor with




excellent natural light and views and has a rectangular-shaped layout,
the floor plan was designed to emphasize the open and expansive
views of the shared spaces while clearly delineating the boundaries

between public and private quarters.
o The space was originally in a raw state, and after planning, it was
. divided into two living rooms, four bedrooms, and three bathrooms.
! A wide corridor is placed at the entrance to serve as a transitional
pathway between indoors and out, using a twist path to avoid a direct
view to the interior. The layout allocates the best views to the living room.
incorporating an open plan to the dining room. They are separated
H only by furniture as a boundary. Along the length of the living area's
N 5 windows, wooden frames were added to enhance the visual appeal

S and transform the window views into a framed landscape painting.
The guest room for elderly family members was located near the living room for convenience. The other bedrooms are situated
on the interior side, ensuring individual privacy. Each bedroom is designed with a focus on lighting, ample storage, and
personal preferences to meet different practical needs at various stages of life.
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5. Fine detail metal cabinets. 6. Total link between living room and dining room. 7. Trans-versing beams in the living room are wrapped in wood
frames. 8. Cabinets in the dining room have a unique visual pattern. 9. Sliding door for the display cabinet.
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1. Choosing wood, stone, and metal as the primary materials
Stephen integrated exquisite details into the clean space,
giving the space a grand appearance. 2. The living area adopts
a gray background as the main theme, setting off colorful
furniture, artwork, and a variety of mixed elements within the
space.
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10. Bedroom exhibits an elegant spatial ambience. 11. Bed
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1. Emphasize the importance of privacy and the spaciousness of the living area.
Hoped to have the flexibility to use the space for different activities. 2. Plan for
a separate guest room for elderly family members. 3. The homeowners have
substantial collections and wished for ample display and storage space in the new
residence. 4. Prioritize the incorporation of exquisite textures and effective storage
solutions.
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room has a small quarter near the window for reading and storage. 12. Bathroom in

elegant color and material. 13. Bedroom uses mainly wood materials as the main furnishing material. 14. Plan.
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Elegant spaciousness meets exquisite details
Materiality can be tuned for human warmth and attention
to detail. In approaching this project, Stephen employed
his expertise in eclecticism. Through a blend of styles and
a balance of symmetry, he crafted a contemporary urban
residence.

The entire project showcases simple yet eye-catching
colors that integrate functionality and explore textures,
infusing the space with a distinctive character. In the public
areas, a light gray background is complemented by vividly
styled furniture. Stephen did not confine himself to a single
style but aimed to present a new, personality-infused look
within clean contours. For example, the ceiling pipes are
meticulously organized, and while some areas remain
exposed, they do not adhere to a rugged industrial style.
Instead, black light strips are arranged and combined,
engaging in a dialogue of lines and structure with the dining
room chandelier. The deep gray stone flooring sets a serene tone for the living area, and the delicate metal cabinets on the
facades, illuminated by warm light, add a touch of warmth to the scene.

In a space constructed with clean elements, this residence stands out with its focal colors, exquisite materials, and flexible mix
of styles. The entire project not only emphasizes precise craftsmanship but also places a strong emphasis on furniture selection
with clean lines and high-quality textures.
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