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Designers | X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Photographer | Hu-Se Image Studio / Yung-Lun Hsu
Category | Residence

Location | Taiwan

SETE = s S BREROE ~ Materials | Marble, Formica board, panel board, tile, metal panel, leather,

special paint, rustic resistant floor tile
Size | 163.6m?2

(e
=i
KIBE ~ =R ~ FREFIR 5
HBIEE B4R
49.5 1
T
:-; | mw
v
o
e
! E— eI
3

interior OCT 2023

= i 0
ha]= 1=
et e H B e
e -
& / ﬁ |
= 1 )
ol (4 Ll



EELE R SRR TR > B R ARAEIESRS - RS F R IR -
s BN OB B e BEE P AT e - FTE S RS A5 -

NEE T LB RO
HIERE - 5 &S EET Al
et o RHIEER BN
KERE > BARWSE L
IR A &8 EE - ETY
IS > A E R E
[ SR AT E O B A ER
J& - FE =R REE R
AN HER > SHEEER
T EEES RIS B
EYIA -

AT T S E/INZAE MR o T E R ARGRT - BEUR R o A
MR FHEENA B LG - PR LT A8 - SR ALz b, Bk &
FHAN B BRI T > MR AEE & - B = ZMAVESE - W0 H E RS
heRrts - S EAGEEE B HHAVIEXKR - DBIREAG R HEBEEER - B AEITIE
FE—#E - TEHETISIER T > KRR T OB R S i o B A TR - i R SR R R
HZRAMHY— T RH ¢ TEFRATEEEAIENLL - R TRRE - Bremymss
st Al G BAE S EAYZER] - SER ANV ~ ZEIBEL - WIRNECCELAIER R -

RS RIS L EHIER S

ARFEATE SR - AR R BT A ARIE - St BB R D a5 fEant
HRATIERNET Z R 0 T E S NECE R E - BORER A SR EUESS - FIF AN S AT
THHYBE 2RO -t e BB - USSR RIS EE - Mt
SR U Rl o SR ERCE RO Z I LR - TR RGERIRR T RS2SR 40
ZIE PR A DR I FAETE S - fEINE AEZRIHRZ - IREEPkSFRE - BliGm =AY S E
FEIE S R A e SR T I -

|
Chih-Chung Shen
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X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Chih-Chung Shen graduated from
University of the Arts London in 1998. After
returning to Taiwan, he founded X-Line
Design Co., Ltd. in 2005, then set up
Chih Chung Shen Union Design Co., Ltd
in 2013, and serves as both director and
design director. The firm's design concept
is to explore the essence of space through
a constructed "linear tension." This allows
the study of the flowing relationship
between spaces as well as the constant
relationship between human perceptions
and space. The practice has received
numerous awards, including 2019 London
Design Award, 2019 The Best of Canada
Design Award, 2016 A'Design Award, TID
gold awards in year 2008, 2011, 2012,
and 2014, etc. In 2017, Chih-Chung Shen
served as a jury member of the Italian
A'Design Award & Competition. At the
same time, he was invited to participate in
cross-strait speeches.
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1. Open style layout gives the
homeowner free will to use space. 2.
In addition to the basic lighting, the
design also incorporates ambient
lighting and supplementary lighting
to enrich and create a soft indoor
ambience.
]
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3. Folding technique was used on the ceiling formation.
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4. High floor has great advantages to enjoy ample natural light. 5. Behind the reading table a view lands on the bookshelf. 6. Table is the center for

the homeowner. Reflective material reduces the visual stress of the columns and beams. 7. Plan. 8. Symmetrical layout divides public and private in
opposite direction.
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Shen stated: this living space is built under a keystone called love. A
couple who has been living abroad for a long time, raising two sons and
a daughter, recently returned to Taiwan to live. For them, their residence
is not just a space, but also a place of deep emotional attachment. Every
space carries the precious memories of their family's journey, and this
profound emotional connection is what the design team emphasized.

In consideration of the couple's respect for the development of children
they do not wish to have too many walls and doors obstructing indoor
interactions. Therefore, they decided to open up the public zone without
excess doors. The design maximizes the connection between the living
room, dining room, and kitchen, thus increasing the daily activity space.
Shen adopted an open layout as the overall blueprint, skillfully intertwining
the public areas together. In this spacious space a rectangular marble
dining table and island table complement each other as a place for
family members to share together. The study desk is the center of daily life for the family and a corner for children to read and
play. The design accommodates both activity and tranquility, allowing family members to communicate closely in an intimate
atmosphere.

Weakening site restrictions

This project is located on a high floor, offering a view that encompasses the city streets and distant mountains. The design
strategically placed a sofa near large windows to take advantage of the view. The study is also located on the same side,
amplifying the advantages of the site's scenery and has a bright and open atmosphere. Shen further explained that the idea of
"central axis symmetry." with the floor plan layout and the ceiling design complementing each other, creates a well-organized
spatial structure. The design retained the original ceiling height at the entrance, but changes height as one enters the living
space thereby providing a contrasting feeling between a spacious and intimate ambience.

Due to structural limitations of the site, the design team used folding and stacking techniques together with reflective materials,
to reduce the presence of beams and columns above the sofa. Shen mentioned that the homeowner has specific requirements
for the use of color in the space. She preferred warm, off-white tones. Therefore, the L-shaped folded surface is presented in
a pale milky tea color, creating a warm and inviting atmosphere. The transformation of ceiling height, color, and material adds
layers to the residential space.




Volumatic order

Volume and geometry are a key control of the scale in the space. A TV marble screen, dining table and bar table are all linked
through a symmetrical layout. The wall behind the desk was considered by the design team as the main visual element of
the space. It serves both as a display area and as a divider between public and private space. The combination of different
materials on the wall creates variation, and the various-sized book holders highlight objects like art pieces. Shen explained
that to emphasize the contrast in the thickness of the wall and create a visual distinction, the bookshelf wall is made of iron
pieces measuring approximately 6mm, covered with an outer layer that gives the appearance of a wood grain texture. This
combination achieves a delicate craftsmanship in an overall aesthetic.

Material selection was a distinctive feature of this project. Unlike the commonly used special paints today, the couples said that
they wanted their children to feel free to play and be creative without being overly restrained. Therefore, the design is easy to
clean and maintain. Shen used materials that are resistant to dirt, high-strength, and scratch-resistant, such as solid surface
materials like Formic board, and surfaces that can be easily repaired.

In terms of color, the design primarily focused on earthy tones, while the furniture and soft furnishings incorporate warm wooden
hues, creating a harmonious and pleasant atmosphere in the space.
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9. A passage that links public and private zones together. 10.Childern’s bathroom. 11. A simple and elegant daughter's room. 12. Boys’ room uses
colors and furnishing objects according to their preferences. 13. Son’s bedroom. 14.15. Master bedroom. 16.17. Master bathroom.
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Customer-made intimate space
The bedroom is designed to be a soothing and tranquil sanctuary. The master bedroom draws inspiration from texture and
understated luxury combining elements like leather, special paint, and marble to create an elegant and refined atmosphere.

The children's room is designed with a lively and playful theme. From the wall frames and lighting to the color palette, everything
was customized to align with the personalities and interests of the two boys. The designer related that the two brothers share a
strong bond and often share everyday moments. To enhance the fun, he intentionally stacked two beds both horizontally and
vertically, introducing an element of whimsy while maintaining a harmonious indoor balance. Even the study desk is shared,

making it convenient for both to talk with each other.
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1. Wood and earthy color tones are the primary expressions in the
space. 2. The patterns and colors of the bar counter are relatively
intricate and lively, adding contrast and interest to the details. 3.
The stainless-steel reflective material on the ceiling was intended
to diminish the sense of oppression caused by the beams and
columns. 4. The wife prefers lighter warm color tones so the
designers avoided too yellowish colors.

FEIBEEEL Communication Note
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1. The homeowners have a strong desire for freedom, and a space needed to
align with their lifestyle attitude. 2. There are three young children in the house,
therefore safety and easy-to-clean materials were essential considerations.
3. The layout of the public spaces follows a completely open approach,
integrating all functions together. 4. The use of folding techniques to integrate
the structure and create a clean and organized visual aesthetic. 5. The design
needed to offer extensive storage capacity within a limited space.
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