MEIYI RKEC Kindergarten
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Designers | P A L DESIGN GROUP / Joey Ho

Project Team | Daniel Leung, Ilvy Lam, Dabrica Yip, Panda Tang

Photographer ] Yanming Chen

Category | Kindergarten

Location ] China

Materials | Wood grain veneer, Wood grain rubber flooring, plastic floor mats,
wallpaper, terrazzo, manmade stone, ceramic tiles, mosaics,
special glass, stainless steel, latex paint, sound absorbing board

Size | 2990m2

Project year ] 2021
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P A L DESIGN GROUP

Joey Ho is a design partner of P A L
Design Group, he believes the core
essence of design is to inspire and open
up possibilities of life. So, he actively
involves in design projects borderlessly
and successfully established a rich
archive of works of diverse scopes
of specialties and sectors, including
corporate, residential, education,
hospitality and various sectors in different
countries. This also brings him over 180
awards and honors, including The Andrew
Martin International Interior Designer of
the Year Award, FX International Design
Awards (United Kingdom), “Interior
Design” magazine Best of Year Awards
(United States), “Frame” magazine
Awards (Netherlands), IFI Global Awards,
INSIDE World Festival of Interiors Award
and Golden Design Award of Interior
& Architecture Outstanding Designer
(China).
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1. Green vegetated feature wall as
an extension of the exterior lawn. 2.
Smooth curves bring new inspiration
into the lobby.
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3. Isometric plan. 4. Continuing the arc design vocabulary and
embedded into the space volume. 5. Multi-functional corridor
can be used for student art performances or artwork exhibition.

Washroom
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6. Classroom partition with glass panels at higher elevations that allow teachers to make observations and keeping children's safe. 7. Sand play pool
with real-time interactive virtual image projection. 8. Organically connect functional modules such as the small stage, storage spaces, lunch break
room, and bathrooms. 9. First Floor Plan. 10. The lunch break nap room with quiet atmosphere. 11. Artistic sense of design theme extended into the
bathroom. 12. Professional theatre spaces for children to explore their imagination through theatrical play.

Within the simple gray and white color tone space, the curve lines appeared at various corners just like children’s laughter
and playful figures throughout the space. This all may be more like a scene of the future world than the stereotypical colorful
kindergarten. This is designer Ho’s avant garde like bold attempt to make different from the conventional "whimsy" style for
children's space. it seems that there must be a space full of imagination before children can learn to be creative. However, the
question raised "is the excessive pursuit of spatial creativity and modeling already present a a certain degree of limitation?"
The design team offer resolution to this question by choosing the malleable "curve" and the holistic "volume" as the design
vocabulary that runs through the project. Integrating and defining the spaces as full of balance and rhythm, and creating a
"future" new generation of kindergarten embraces diversity and possibility.
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Unlimited exploring

MEIYI1 value is its great importance on children's interaction and
influence with the natural environment, and hopes to integrate
the "unlimited" learning experience into daily life by creating
an “university like kindergarten ". The exterior of the building
highlights the concept of education, A green vegetated feature
wall is an extension of the large lawn area that becomes a
vertical garden. Continuous U-shaped lines extend all the
way from the outdoors into the interior space so the vestibule
becomes a transitional zone. The open plan provides flexibility
in terms of use and the reception area is also separated by
arcs.

The same technique is applied to the first floor rear gallery
where the designers used modern geometric volumes to create
a landscape. The malleable curve lines separate out various
functional elements like stairs, platforms, lockers, theater
entrances, etc. The opening paired with feature glass creates
visual interest encouraging children to explore different spaces.
The multi-functional corridor zone can also be used for the
display of artworks, group activities of play or storytelling.

The picture book reading space is sprinkled in different public areas, internationally blurring the boundaries of the reading
place thereby echoing the "unlimited learning " educational concept that looks forward to cultivating in children the habit of
"reading anytime and anywhere.” At the same time, Ho used spare space to establish a personal seating zone where there is a
respect for children's need for independence and can be used exclusively as a small world after-school hours.
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13. First floor Physical Activity Room, which integrates life scenes into the play. 14. First floor physical activity room. 15. Linear ribbon windows
allowing continuous natural lighting penetrative into space. 16. Open picture book bookshelves throughout the public areas encourage reading that is
not limited to one place. 17. Second Floor Plan. 18. Art classroom with large openings that invites in the natural light scenery.
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1. The exterior facade with planted vertical greenery wall combined with the ToKRAES

large outdoor area of lawn creates a fresh and lively atmosphere. 2. The use 1. With "future" as the core thinking, Ho selected a consistent design
of characteristic glass in many places presents color changes at different vocabulary of "arc" and “volume" and used gray and white as the
angles, giving the spaces the fun of exploration. 3. The small theater is a main color tones to give the space the greatest ability to be inclusive.
design based on a professional level of theater equipment using sound- 2. Each classroom has a small stage, a separate nap room and a
absorbing materials thereby providing children with viewing or interpreting bathroom. The designer modularized the functions then reorganize the
performances. space according to different age group needs.
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A Theater of everyday life

MEIY| RKEC offer caring services for 2 year old toddlers to 6 years old
preschool children. Tailored to each age group curriculum, the classroom
is the core of learning. The design retains large window openings to allow
natural lighting and openness to flow in. A modularization clean framework
organizes functional space like the small stage, independent nap room
and bathroom. Spaces can be organically combined according to the
needs of different age groups. Interior details were carefully planned
and implemented according to children’s ergonomic scale, so that the
classroom becomes a life stage that children can create together.

Curved elements throughout the classroom, such as the large circular light
panels in the center of the ceiling, cabinets, entrances, etc., present the
space with a lenient atmosphere. The bathroom is decorated with artistic
arc elements in a rhythm, and the lunch break nap room dome ceiling
provides children with a wrapped quiet space.

The curved feature extends out to the building shape, the turning point
of the building itself is planned as a round space. Following the building
curve the first floor physical activity room is set up as a ball pool and circular slide. Different play equipment provides children
space to explore, climb and play. In the second floor art classroom, continuous large window openings integrate the outdoor
landscape into the interior inspiring dialogue between the nature and art to allow children to experience the colorful world. The
project truthfully implements the design concept of "'no limitation, you can learn everywhere in life,” and the designer gave the
spaces the greatest possibility with "future thinking,” creating a unique free growth experience for each child.




