Keep Face To The Sun
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Designers | Chains Interior / Lien Wu, Chen
Participant| C.P,Mao, P.H,Tu
Photographer ] Zhong Da, Shen
Category | Residence

Location | Taiwan

Materials | Wood veneer, stone, glass
Size | 264.5m?2
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Chains Interior / Lien Wu, Chen

After graduating from the Department of
Architecture from Tamkang University
in Taipei, Chen went to New York City
to continue his education and further
developed his unique design style. Chen
is a Taiwanese interior designer whose
award-winning experience includes the
four major design awards in the world.
Founded in 1999, Chains Interior
pursues innovative design, specialized at
integrating art into space and elevating
overall design quality. He advocates for
"post-Styleism", believes design should
not be limited to one specific style by
challenging existing developed forms
and thinking, and committed to bringing
aesthetics into daily life.
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1. "Sun" is the main design theme
and was transformed through the
shape, color, and characteristics
and activities of the sun into a
design vocabulary and disperse
them into the space. 2. The living
room is the core of the public
domain, and the marble wall with a
recessed embedded linear fixture is
the feature of the room.

41



3. AZEFR ABFE=mREEPEEE) < A - AEIRERETHFILRERTD -
3. Because the public space was intended for hosting banquets and events, intense contrasts provide visual impressions.
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AT Material Analysic
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1. Mirror: Finish some of the ceiling planes and existing structural elements
with reflective mirrors to extend the visual perception. 2. Stone: utilize man-
made stone countertop for the bar area and applied natural marble with a map
imagery grain at the entertainment center feature wall. 3. Wood Veneer: Wood
grain veneer flooring throughout the living space, and the master bedroom
headboard is decorated with sun ray radiant imagery through a wood veneer
collage.
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1. In response to the owners' functional requirements, the designers
deliberately enlarged the scale of the public space and adopted an
open plan design. 2. Because the space was intended for hosting
lecture events or entertainment activities, the designer wanted to
visually create contrasting impressions.




Designer Chen notes that prior to starting the design process, he likes to study the stories and preferences of the homeowners,
seeking clues to better understand the users, because he wants the space not only to be comfortable, but also to show the
unigue characteristics of the owner through details.

The male owner loves photography. Although his works seem to be focused on the natural flower type of subjects, it reveals
a consistent theme of capturing light movement. As their children grow up, the hostess is shifting her focus to volunteering. It
was the common understanding and expectation to have a home that would also serve as a venue for fundraising, lectures,
presentations, and hosting gatherings. Therefore, the designer took the "sun" as the guiding concept and transformed the
shape, color, characteristics, and activities of the sun into a design vocabulary and dispersed them into the space.

From Mo Yan'’s literature, van Gogh’s Sunflowers, to the world-famous song "O sole mio" Designer Chen Lien Wu tried to explore
the sun in the eyes of others and identified four characteristics of the sun: the ring of sunlight formed by refraction or reflection,
dazzling radiating rays, daylight color temperature changing throughout the day, and the trajectory of the sun throughout the

year, and then integrated the images of "halo", "light", " color spectrum" and "path" into the design.
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4. The structural elements were encased with reflective finishes to introduce virtual and real scenes. 5.6. The open bar area can be used as a food
prep space in conjunction with event activities. 7. The public space is dividable by sliding doors so that it can be used to create independent sections. 8.
9. The dining room is equipped with a whiteboard and equipment storage space so it can also function as meeting space.
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Planning for the events

The project is more than a simple residential space but was also
planned to serve as a banquet and event function space, so the
designer wanted to use visual tension to impress guests rather
than a timeless style. In response to the owner's request for
functional needs, the designer deliberately enlarged the scale of
the public domain. The entrance is bounded by a glass screen
with light track lines, and the reflection effect brought by the
light hints at directing the circulation. Hand-blown glass artwork
on the side is illuminated by the marble back wall and lighting,
suggesting the upcoming lively scene.

The living room is the core of the public space, and the marble
wall with embedded light fixture is the feature of the space. An
adjustable sofa offers maximum flexibility to meet the various
evening activities. An open bar is located at the back of the living
room. It can be used as a food prepping space in conjunction
with events, and function as a performance stage.

The dining space is equipped with a whiteboard and equipment
storage which also allows the space to serve as a meeting place
while enjoying the meal. The designer mentioned that although
three functional spaces were planned but they can also be
separated by sliding doors to create independent compartments
so that activities do not interfere with each other.



A total of three bedrooms were planned for the private area. To
accommodate the personal habits of the owners, a form of double
master bedrooms was adopted, with two bedrooms connected
to the bathroom and dressing room. Designer Chen believes that
the concept of double master bedrooms is a trend of the future
through independent sleeping spaces to solve different sleeping
schedules. The design flexibility also offers privacy control to
enhance emotional bonding. The guest bathroom is open for
guests to use as it is conveniently placed along the circulation, but
the space can be closed off to become a complete guest suite.

The imagery of the sun

From the ceiling to the floor, furniture to accessories, throughout
the project all elements are closely related to the design theme-
the sun. The decorative lines of the screen, the linear light of the
entertainment wall, and the ceiling curves simulate the light travel
path. The design team enclosed the beams and columns with
mirrors to allow the expression to continue through a dreamlike
scene where the virtual and the real are intertwined. In addition,
the man-made stone countertop presents a delicate light track
shaped by its details and enhanced with lighting embellishment.
The dining room ceiling is shaped in a ring to express the imagery
of "light halo" and paired with a star cluster shaped pendent fixture
to introduce the concept of a cosmic galaxy. The spectrum is
reflected in the color palette of the bedrooms, with the master
bedroom featuring warm yellow-orange glows from afternoon to
dusk, while the second bedroom depicts the chilly blues of the early morning. In addition to the light fixture display, "radiance" is
expressed using wood veneer collages on the bedroom head walls to form the shape of light rays.

"Live yourself as a light, because you don't know, who by thy light, out of the darkness." is from Rabindranath Tagore's
"Influencing Life with Life", Designer Chen resonated with this concept and hope to "influence life with design®, so that the users
of the house can find the love and passion in life through his work.
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10. The independent dressing space for the hostess. 11. Master bedroom for the hostess. 12. The master bedroom uses warm color tones to create
a comfortable resting atmosphere. 13. View of the master bedroom. 14. Floor plan. 15.16. Master bedroom bathroom links two bedrooms. 17. Light
fixture with the image of sun rays. 18. The guest bedroom consists of a slightly chilly blue tone of light.






