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1. Through material composition and design techniques, project “Ink Odyssey” reinterpreted the
traditional ink painting expressions to create an exclusive home for the owner. 2. The entrance corridor
was finished with cold gray tone special paint to strengthen the sense of ritual and mood transformation of
proceeding arrival.
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X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen, Chia-
Ying Chen

Chih-Chung Shen graduated from
University of the Arts London in 1998.
After returning to Taiwan, he founded
X-Line Design Co., Ltd. in 2005, then
set up Chih Chung Shen Union Design
Co., Ltd in 2013, and serves as both
director and design director. The firm's
design concept is to explore the essence
of space through a constructed “linear
tension.” This allows the study of the
flowing relationship between spaces
as well as the constant relationship
between human perceptions and space.
The practice has received numerous
awards, including 2019 London Design
Award, 2019 The Best of Canada Design
Award, 2016 A' Design Award, TID gold
awards in year 2008, 2011, 2012, and
2014, etc. In 2017, Chih-Chung Shen
served as a jury member of the Italian
A' Design Award & Competition. At the
same time, he was invited to participate
in cross-strait speeches.

Chia-Ying Chen

Dept. of History, National Taiwan University.
Master of Fine Arts, Taipei National
University of the Arts.

Captivated by the relationship between
space and people, devoted to exploring
the topic of making life better through
space.
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3. The light-yellow tone gray color L-shaped folded
ceiling plane creates an interesting contrast with
the cold gray tone corridor. 4. The curve lines and
metallic paint finishes of the fireplace give an illusion
of flame rising upward, moderately increasing the
warmth of the space.
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Everyone has their own preferences when it comes to the
furnishings of their private residences. The owner of "Ink
Odyssey" has a special fondness for dark-toned styles
and is a gentleman who pursues exquisite tastes in life.

The design team noted that the owner is a businessman
and spends most of his time in mainland China. In line of
childhood memories and family geographical relationship,
he chose the Kuling Street area as his home in Taiwan
where he will be sharing it with elderly parents. In view of
this, as a cross-generational fortress for family members,
the overall planning needed to meet the individual daily
needs of the residents and consider the unique soul of the
space to create a uniquely beautiful home appearance.

An exquisite ink painting

The most noticeable limitation of the existing structure was
the deep beam in the living room. The team ingeniously
concealed most of the beams within cabinetry and clad
the structure with mirrored finish stainless steel panels
to lessen the visual oppression. The designer shared
that although the stainless-steel is taciturn as a material
alone, but it can also reflect the light and shadow of the
surroundings which participates in enriching the space
implications.

Considering the elderly parents, the planning pays
great attention to meet the needs of barrier-free design,
providing adequate circulation widths and no floor
elevation changes in public space to ensure easy
wheelchair access.

The project design theme was inspired by ink casting,
aiming to present a deep and multi-layered tension like
an ink painting. The designer further explained that the
so-called "five colors of ink" in traditional Chinese painting
refers to five different techniques of ink, using the ink
shade changes of the pen to vividly express the hue of the
object.

Under the harmonious blend of dark tones, the respective
brilliance of the field is delicately superimposed through
contextual expressions.
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5. The material composition details of the island counter. 6. The
existing structural beam is clad with stainless steel panels to utilize
the reflective characteristics of the material and levitate the visual
oppression. 7. A designated inner vestibule between public and
private areas preserves the privacy of the residents as much as
possible. 8. Minimize shading or obstruction along the exterior
windows allows the natural light and greenery to freely enter
the space. 9. The wooden grille is also an important vocabulary
throughout the project, as the design team extracted the shadowed
elevations to enrich the spatial hierarchy.
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The in-between pattern to define the residential dimensions

The designer skillfully placed transitional areas between the public and private domains as separation. For example, before
entering the master bedroom one needs to pass through a multi-functional space that doubles as a study and a private lounge,
and an inner vestibule was planned to shield direct view into internal space, thereby creating a balance between openness and
privacy.

Because the site has an excellent view of the green belt landscaping, the lush greenery is led into the interior through the
window views as a finishing touch that enlightens the mood, so that the dark space is calm but not heavy. The interconnected
but independent characteristics of the space ensure that the quality of life of the occupants considers the flexibility of emotional
communication.

The rich collage of different materials is another feature of this project, including special lacquer, metal, three-dimensional
bricks, rough stones and titanium plating, etc., and the tension between virtual and real is delicate and variable.

According to the designer, entering the living room through the vestibule, the first encounter with the dark stone island counter
and the rough texture and finely polished mirror countertop brings a multi-sensory quality. The stained wood veneer highlights
the rustic temperature. The grille is also an important piece of the spatial vocabulary, and the presentation of ink tone is not only
limited to the color of the object, but also harmoniously integrates the shadow changes of the concave and convex surfaces to
depict the rhythmic sense of depth and shade.

Eye-catching pieces create a stylish space

The green bathtub in the master bathroom perfectly interprets
the owner's preference for uniqueness and insistence on
details. The hand- crafted rough stone back wall becomes an
excellent background for the transparent bathtub, displaying
the material contrast to the fullest. The blue washbasin in
the guest bathroom paired with geomantic shaped mirror is
another eye-catching composition, creating an interesting
unigque spatial expression of ingenuity.

With generous natural light throughout the project, the
designer intentionally kept the windows without shading so
that the green scenery lighting can freely enter the space,
and the special metallic paint on the TV wall can also lightly
reflect the outdoor scenery to interweave the flowing light and
shadow like poems. The interior lighting scheme focuses on
the creation of a situational atmosphere, so that the family can
share the beautiful moments in this ink-colored space and
12  inject the power of happiness and healing into life.

interior MAY 2024



M DT Material Analysis FEBIEEEEL Communication Note s ——

1. RIsVaEREEES - &R L # ELT] ~ mEMEGELUR AR T T

ENEIR - 2. 2 S5 BC 2 AN FEY— s B —AREERE - BHRERES

MRSV - 3. RIELZERIEINE i HITE 4200K BYEEREISE =88

ERHERRARIEAVEE -

1. The application of rough natural stone as an interior finish necessitated 1. This project must fulfill the daily needs of multi-generational
attention to the structural bearing capacity, transport, handling and resident with the necessity of barrier-free design. 2. Inspired by
consideration of construction methods. 2. Collage of different finish materials is the dark tones favored by the owner, low-key and introverted but
one of the feature of this work, although it is unified as an ink tone, it preserves carrying meaningful depth. 3. The interior layout is planned to
the characteristics of each material. 3. The color temperature of the lights in ensure the independence of family members and consider of space
the public space are controlled at 4200K natural white light, with the use of for interactive communication. 4. The owner has intensive collection
warm color light in the elderly parent's room. of cups that and needs to be displayed.
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10. In addition to provide illumination, the lighting design also pays great attention to depict and shape the atmosphere. 11. A multi-functional space
that can be used as a study and private lounging space. The grille like folding door can flexibly adapt to the needs of various scenarios. 12. Floor
plan. 13. The spacious and sophisticated master bedroom. 14.15. The striking green transparent bathtub in the master bathroom symbolizes the
owner's quest for refined taste, while the hand-crafted stone wall accentuates the uniqueness of the bathtub. 16. View of the guest bathroom.
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