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Ho + Hou Studio Architects / Albert Ho ,
Jen-Suh Hou

Ho + Hou studio Architects was founded
by Albert Ho and Jen-Suh Hou; both are
registered architects in USA and had
accumulated 15 and 8 years working
experience, respectively. They set up
the team in 1997 and since then they
have won numerous awards locally and
internationally.

Ho + Hou studio Architects enjoys their
relationship with clients. They love to
listen and always arrive at the best
solution, geared to both pragmatic
feasibility and aesthetic excellence.
They believe a good design is a precise
process derived from observation and
analysis leading to problem-solving. It is
neither a fashion nor a desire quenching
tactic.

1. OB 1R BVESIS R E R D ZERER

FERRZERATT -2.3. B ESEE -
1. The transparent framed staircase
is defined as both a partition and a
light well. 2.3. Section drawing of the
staircase area.
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4. BEEE S S FE ~ inS ~ EEF ~ SHEDIRE - 5. —EFEE -
4. The staircase integrates multiple functions such as a partition, a focal point, seating, and a light well. 5. First floor plan.
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6. The use of marble, walnut veneer, and bronze elements create a contrasting color scheme that enhances the refinement of the space. 7. Open
circulation and a minimalist background provide more viewing angles for the homeowner's collection. 8.9. The use of folding windows in the dining
room and secondary bedroom study breaks the sense of enclosure in individual rooms. 10. Ceiling layers and lighting effects were used to visually
elevate the space. 11. Reserved display walls and platforms for showcasing collections.

This residence is a duplex apartment, occupying the top two floors of a
suburban hillside building. Its vantage point offers an exceptional view of
the National Palace Museum in Taipei, with a refreshing green and serene
landscape. The homeowners loved the living conditions here and hoped
to renovate the residence to incorporate their art collections and align with
their current lifestyle.

Light in staircase light-well

The main challenge of this renovation was how to integrate the vertical
circulation and unify the fragmented spaces. Simplifying the circulation
between the two floors to create a more open space and effectively utilize
the existing area was the primary design goal.

The final plan changed the original staircase location. The staircase was
moved from the edge to the center of the public living area, naturally
defining the foyer area on the first floor. This change also provided both
floors with a spacious, continuous layout. The first floor is entirely dedicated
to the living room, dining room, kitchen area, and a secondary bedroom;
the second floor has a gym, a second living room, the master suite, and
another secondary bedroom.
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A large skylight was added above the gym at the roof level, and the
staircase structure was made of a metal frame, creating a double-
height space for the two floors. The light, airy staircase design allows
the skylight's light to diffuse downwards, enhancing the light sources in
the living area. The shoe changing area was incorporated with various
amenities, beautifully presenting the view.

Beauty in a simple layout

Due to the original structure of the building, the floor to ceiling height is
only 230 to 260 cm. To enhance the sense of space, a shallow ceiling
and contrasting lighting design were employed, along with transparent
sightlines and simplified scenes to strengthen the sense of spaciousness.
The designer skillfully utilized the differences in materials within the
expansive space, such as textures, scale proportions, and color variations,
weaving a scene that is both pure and richly beautiful. French limestone,
lime plaster, and beige mineral paint serve as the basic colors of the
space, creating a simple yet grand image with a seamless and slightly
12 varied texture effect.

12, 15 EEIERaRIAZELER 20 - RIREIVIEITER <13, BB E A B EIEIRMR - SIEXERICEAMEBEERE -14. S ERAAIALZEE »
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12. Incorporating Taiwanese serpentine stone into the design showcases local cultural elements. 13. The framed staircase features a light and
transparent effect, guiding skylight illumination into both floors. 14. The gym is clad in walnut veneer, with the angled joints highlighting the beauty of
the wood grain. 15. The addition of skylights on the roof level allows ample natural light to penetrate the living spaces.
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16. The master bedroom has mineral paint, with rounded edges and indirect lighting to enhance the overall warm texture. 17. The master bedroom's
walk-in closet. 18. The master bathroom's contrasting materials emphasizes its refinement. 19. The master bathroom's shower area is paved with
marble. 20. Second floor plan. 21. In the children's room, a headboard wall defines the dressing area behind it. 22. The children's bathroom.
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The homeowner has an extensive art collection, and thus a
clean and simple background blends best with the owner's
collections. The use of material transitions also created different
spatial perceptions. Display walls and platforms were reserved
in the space to host large collections. Parts of the space were
wrapped in green marble, walnut veneer panels, and bronze
elements, adding exquisite details to the home and echoing the
characteristics of the owner's collections.

The design of this home is elegant in every aspect. The luxurious,
elegant and meticulously crafted artistry is displayed in carefully
arranged details. The homeowner's aesthetic values naturally

intertwine with their home life, showcasing a unique charm.

AT Material Analysis mm
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1. Floor: Beige limestone, ash
wood flooring, ltalian green marble,
and Carrara white marble. 2. Wall:
Venetian plaster, walnut veneer,
titanium-coated panels, rattan
webbing, and mineral paint.

&SBEEL Communication Note
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1. The client has a passion for collecting, so this design had to harmonize their diverse interests with the
spatial design direction to seek the most suitable solution. 2. With limited ceiling height, the design extends
the sense of space through the ceiling and lighting effects to eliminate any potential feeling of narrowness.
3. The primary design issue focused on how to vertically connect the upper and lower floors. 4. The
configuration of the indoor staircase went through multiple discussions, defining it as both a partition and a
light well, providing vertical connectivity and enhancing the lighting benefits.
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