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1. The shared public space breaks the rigid framework and creates a visual extension. 2. The large
integral storage cabinets along the hallway wall, use a consistent white color to maintain the overall pure
feeling.
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Marty Chou Architecture / Marty Chou
He received a bachelor's degree in
architecture from the University of
Toronto, Canada in 2002, and a master's
degree in advanced architectural design
from Colombia University, New York,
United States, in 2005. Since 2016, he
has been a lecturer in the design course
of the Department of Architecture, Taipei
University of Technology.

[Marty Chou Architecture] was founded
in 2013, Marty Chou Architecture is
committed to the pursuit of profundity
and simplicity of design. Through clear
concepts and simple space, he brings
stability and enlightenment to people's
hearts. His works have been published
in domestic and international design
media, and has won the 2018 United
Kingdom WIN Award in the Residential
Category, the 2020 Italy A'Design Award
in the Interior Space and Exhibition
Design Category, the 2021 Golden Pin
Design Award in the Residential Space
Category, the 2017 /2020/2021 (Gold
Award) TID Taiwan Interior Design Award
in the Single-Story Residential Category,
and the 2021 United States Architizer
A+ Award Winner of the Apartment
Residence Category.
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3. Integrating the use function into a block volume for a visually neat appearance. 4. View of the dining space along the view windows. 5. The

kitchen island is finished with off-white textured stone, forming a visual hierarchy with the white space. 6. The use of stretching curves to reduce the
abruptness of the corners and absorb the storage function.




Through the renovation of an old residence, heartwarming
memories are extended, and the new life brought by the
changes of family stages are welcomed. Dwelling, as a
kind of record witnesses the years of life. This project has
been the family home of the owner since his childhood,
the male owner went to study and work overseas as an
adult, and after studying, working and starting a family
overseas, the owner returned to this old home where he
lived with his parents and now with his wife and children. In
response to the needs of today's family life, it was decided
to reorganize everything and establish a new atmosphere.

A new lifestyle of simplicity

The family of four with a wide range of interests, needed
a lot of storage space, and expected a comfortable
and spacious living environment. Designer Chou
recounted that the original plan layout with over
complicated compartments and obstructed light and
furniture placement hindered the daylighting and views.
Therefore, how to diminish the lengthy circulation lines and
reserve the window space to allow for scenic views was
paramount.

It was decided to open and reorganize the plan layout
and establish three major zones with the central space
as a shared living area flanged with left and right wings
as two independent master bedrooms and the children's
rooms of the family. The open plan breaks up the small,
compartmentalized rooms to ensure the whole house
has access to natural light, and the integrated circulation
running through the whole space creates a large and
comfortable shared field. According to the designer, all the
functional needs were arranged in a block configuration,
so that the whole house can be seen continuously during
the day, and the circulation line is unobstructed, enjoying
the best sense of comfort.
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7. Floor Plan. 8. Integrating the use function into a block volume for a visually neat appearance.
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In terms of detailed planning, the couple are busy with their careers and hoped to integrate the trivial things of life neatly, with
great need for ample storage space to store living supplies, integral circulation for efficient housework flow and ensure space
utilization efficiency and retain room for future expansion needs.

Borrowing the softness from the cloud scenery

The poetic verdant view of the landscape and the hazy mist around the mountains were the design inspirations for the project.
The space responds to the ethereal clouds outside the window with a delightful light atmosphere. Because of the limitations
of the existing structure, there are several large columns and odd corners, therefore the designer used a continuous curve to
diminish the abruptness in the space, also utilizing the guided circulation and deliberately placed the visual focus to dilute the
spatial transition.
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9. Borrowing the soft haze fog white tone as the base color for interior finishes to contrast the cloudscape and green mountain scenes outside the
window. 10. The large integral storage cabinets along the hallway wall, use a consistent white color to maintain the overall pure feeling. 11. The
bathroom was designed to separate dry and wet zones and reserve the best part of the landscape view for bathing space. 12. Simple and sharp
bathroom design. 13. The bathroom color scheme continues the pure and clean tonality of the project. 14. Break up conventional bathroom functions
and integrate into the hallway circulation.
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1. The shared public area lined with light warm wood grain flooring,
and the rest of the surfaces are finished with white tine. Solid wood
furniture, wood veneer benches, desks and manmade stone for
countertops and back walls were paired with fabric texture seating
and accessories to add layers to the key objects and countertops.
2. Beige white mineral paint with texture are a continuation of the
neutral tone of the living space.
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1. The discussion focused on solving the needs of a large amount of storage
spaces and functional needs, and at the same time keeping the space bright,
connected and open. Designated features include a large sofa for multiple
people, island kitchen, private suite type of bedroom layout for each family
member, with ample storage plan, and configuration with different functions.
2. During the design development discussions, the homeowner supported the
idea of dismantling, stacking, and opening up the space, and this provided full
design possibilities.
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15. The two tier bunk beds for the two children are planned to be used independently. 16.17. children's room reserve the best natural lighting zone for
the reading. 18.19. View into the children’s sleeping space.

The color theme and material selection of the project focused on the pure and soft white of the hazy fog, with an intentionally
reduced color chroma which not only contrasts with the cloudscape and green mountains outside the window, but also allows
the natural light reflections to the greatest extent, making the interior space light and bright. The island counter is finished with
rich grained marble stone while echoing the natural texture of the elements. Two seating arrangement in the living area allow for
flexibility of adjustment for different activities, and the two sofas are facing different directions, so the whole family can find the
most comfortable location when sharing the living area.

Thoughtful private space

Duo master bedrooms were planned to ensure the couple each with their own private space. The male master bedroom is
located at the left wing with consideration for the convenience of returning home at a late office hour without disturbing the
family. An independently dedicated dressing room with collection display and storage space allows the owner to enjoy his
electronic collections. The ceiling plane was also designed with a storage compartment to take advantage and make full use
of the space depth. The hostess's room and the children's room are located at the right wing of the living room, and the rooms
consist of a clean and bright theme, which fits the nifty and confident personality of the hostess. The bathroom function is
purposely split and integrated into the corridor circulation making the room more accessible and eliminating odd corners, at the
same time allowing natural light to enlighten the space.

To allow children in the growing period to have enough space for activates and avoid crowding each other's privacy, the
two children's rooms are flexibly linked by retractable concealed doors, which can be connected to each other for easy
communication. The cabin-style beds in each children's rooms are stacked on top of each other, and the sleepy zone with
opposite openings link to the bedroom, which allows for independent use, and will not interfere with each other.
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