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Ho + Hou Studio Architects / Albert Ho,
Jen-Suh Hou

Ho + Hou Studio Architects approach to
architecture, interior design, landscape
design, and furniture design is rooted in
design thinking principles. Founded in
Taipei in 1997 by Albert Ho and Zen-Su
Ho both of whom are licensed architects
in the United States with 15 and 8 years
of experience in Boston and New York,
respectively, Ho + Hou Studio Architects
has gained recognition and awards over
nearly two decades of practice.

Ho + Hou Studio Architects sees itself as
the overseer of clients' dreams, providing
solutions through listening, evaluation,
and analysis. Each solution integrates
functionality and aesthetics, embodying
the belief that design encompasses
all aspects of life rather than being a
segment of it.
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1. The long bar can be used for
tea and light snacks, establishing
spatial layers in the open living area.
2. The entrance area includes an
independent cloakroom, washbasin,
and guest toilet.
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3. Custom dining chairs and sofa backs interlock, allowing flexible arrangement according to seating needs. 4. Limestone and mineral paint in the
same color scheme are used as the main floor and wall materials.
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Simplicity is design essence distilled from complexity. Minimalist spaces often contain extraordinary coordination and
meticulous thought, with precise control of all proportions and incorporation of complete functionality.

This high-floor urban apartment, crafted by Ho + Hou Studio Architects, constructs a clear and layered space. The design
skillfully integrates a rich variety of materials and refined details, demonstrating the versatile applications of contemporary
residential space.

Simple and Expansive

The designer pointed out that this residence is located on the 30th floor of the building, with no neighboring structures
obstructing the view. The owner has refined tastes, values quality, loves art and wine, and often invites friends and family for
gatherings. Therefore, the design needed to reflect the owner's characteristics. Fully considering both daily life and entertaining
needs, and efficiently integrating complex functions was essential.
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5. Curved lines soften the beams and define areas while providing indirect lighting. 6. The long bar acts as a semi-high barrier, creating a relatively
private wine-tasting area within the open living space. 7. A grille door separates the public and private areas. 8. Floor Plan.

The L-shaped floor plan of the residence is
divided into two parts. One is the rectangular area
connected to the main entrance, serving as the
public space; the other is the inner rectangular
area, defined as the bedroom zone. The public
space focuses on functional integration and a clear,
spacious visual aesthetic, allowing one to fully
appreciate the surrounding scenery in the open
area. The walk-in closet, storage room, kitchen,
workspace, and maid’s room are concentrated
in the peripheral corner, while the living room,
dining room, bar, and wine tasting area are openly
connected, receiving light and expansive views
from the large floor-to-ceiling windows.

The designer aimed to achieve a sensible and
flexible layout within the space, allowing the shared
areas to reflect various possibilities of human
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9. The front part of the master suite includes a living room, with a sliding door added to enhance the privacy of the sleeping area. 10. The living room
serves as both a reading space and an audio-video room. 11. The master bedroom's limestone flooring and long marble counter extend into the
bathroom, where blue stone is used for the partition walls.

interaction. Considering the simple daily usage and the need for flexible space utilization when hosting guests, custom dining
chairs and sofa backs were designed to interlock, leaving ample room around the seating areas for movement. The furniture in
the dining and sofa areas appears unified but can be rearranged as needed, or reconfigured based on the number of users,
adapting to seating arrangements for gatherings. Additionally, a long bar was installed to define the wine-tasting corner, which
can also be used for serving tea and light snacks.

The bedroom area includes the master suite and two girls' rooms. The master suite is designed with a three-section layout,
starting with a living room that connects to the entrance. The flow then diverges into a dressing corridor and a sleeping area,
each leading to a bathroom at the end, forming a circular route. This design not only enhances efficiency but also ensures
everything has its place, maintaining a clean and organized overall look. The two girls' rooms are connected, separated by
sliding doors, which provide convenience for the girls to interact while also catering to their privacy needs.

The Purity of Reduction

The overall design uses minimal materials to present simplicity, texture, and layers. Limestone and mineral paint in the same
color scheme are chosen as the main floor and wall materials, establishing a subtle and elegant base tone that creates a
sense of tranquility. These natural materials, with their delicate and enduring qualities, contrast with the ever-changing scenery
outside, subtly expressing the interplay between constancy and change. This dynamic yet serene space reflects the beauty of
everything quietly settling over time.
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1. Limestone and Mineral Paint: Utilized for the main floors and walls, these
complementary materials create a tranquil atmosphere with their understated
elegance. 2. Dark Walnut and Brazilian Blue Stone: These materials are used to
introduce moderate contrast within the subtle space, adding visual layers and depth.
3. Bronze-Plated Iron: This material integrates picture hanging systems and hooks,
and is also used for light fixtures, sliding tracks, door frames, vanity tables, and basin
areas. 4. Cavity stone: This natural stone is used for the dining table, with integrated
electrical outlet functions in the table legs.

FEEEEELN Communication Note mEE————
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1. Emphasis on Spaciousness and Open Feel. 2. Art and
Wine Appreciation: The owner's love for art and wine requires
thoughtful planning for display and storage. 3. Flexible Shared
Spaces: The shared spaces must cater to daily living details
while also providing flexibility for gatherings. 4. Refined
Bedrooms: Each bedroom is designed with meticulous
attention to details.
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12. The main wall of the sleeping area defines the dressing area behind it, establishing a circular route within the room. 13.14. Bronze-plated iron
provides a consistent, exquisite texture for cabinet frames, vanity tables, and basin areas. 15. The adjacent daughters' rooms are flexibly separated by
sliding doors. 16. Every detail of the daughters' bathroom emphasizes simplicity and high quality. 17. The daughters' room integrates the equipment
control panel into the headboard design. 18. Frosted glass walls in the daughters' bathroom maintains natural light.




In addition to using beige stone and paint as the design foundation to create a sense of serenity and timelessness, parts of the
walls are contrasted with dark walnut or Brazilian blue stone to add visual layers. The main wall in the living room uses walnut
as a decorative strip, serving as a continuation of the TV wall, neatly organizing the continuous horizontal surface while also
functioning as cabinet handles, enhancing the storage features within. The master bathroom uses bluestone for the partition
walls, casting the freehand and vivid charm of Eastern ink painting into the space. Scattered throughout the design are bronze-
plated iron details, merging function and aesthetics, integrating picture hanging systems in the living area, and providing
consistent, exquisite textures for lighting, sliding tracks, door frames, vanity tables, and basin areas in the private spaces,
offering excellent visual and tactile enjoyment.






