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VARIOUS ASSOCIATES / Qianyi Lin,
Dongzi Yang

Various Associates is an architecture
and interior design practice working
regionally and internationally on
research-based design projects.VA was
founded in 2017 as a team of designers
from an international background with
professional expertise in architecture,
interior design, material design, graphic
and interaction design. The studio is
developing ambitious high-end projects
including boutique hotels, restaurants,
retail spaces, workspaces and galleries.
VA focuses on enhancing spaces
and developing material details using
bespoke approaches to give unique
visual expressions to each project.
VA also gives artists and designers a
platform to collaborate and reimagine
new ways to be creative and break down
barriers between the arts.
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1. The dining space on ground floor
can accommodate 1-3 large tables,
and the spacious space can meet
the requirement of 30-40 people’s
banquet needs. 2. The building
deliberately placed different size
and type of windows to promote
good lighting and airflow into the
interior.
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3.4. Various size window compositions create a fagade character while promoting air and light circulation. 5. Research and development of herbal
bricks was started from local materials and integrated with the rural natural design. 6. The wooden box form of the bar and kitchenette offers flexibility
of application for the needs of guests for large banquets and drinks. 7. The herbal bricks and teak wood are the primary materials for the project. 8. A
small living room for the elderly in the annex building meet the needs of the elders for daily neighborhood socialization and rest.
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In the north of Yongjia, Zhejiang province, the village
at the source of the Nanxi River is hidden between
the mountains and ridges, and the picturesque
secret land shows a natural elegance. Nestled in the
deep valley of the mountains, VARIOUS has created
a home that blends tradition and modernity for the
family, which not only satisfies the expectations of
multiple generations, but also serves as a happy
place for family and friends, reflecting a strong sense
of homecoming, as well as a deep integration of rural
architecture and modern life.

Practical and comfort

This is a co-living home dedicated to an entire
family. During the first site visit, the design team was
impressed by the "no need to create a landscape,
as this is a paradise like beautiful place on its own,"
where the sunlight and breeze flow freely, away from
the hustle and bustle of the city scene.

The elders of the family have settled in the
countryside for many years and have simple living
habits, and the next generation is now scattered in
the city with modern daily needs. Yearly more than
30 family members return to the hometown for a new
year family gathering, but the sense of inadequacy
and distance became more and more obvious.
Therefore, the owner, Mr. Gong, decided to build
a new home, hoping to maintain the relationship
between the elders and the family, at the same time
to meet the requirements of the younger generation’s
quality of life.
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9. The transition hall with open circulation is a different functional space not in the direct line of sight, but sequentially coexists. 10. The mezzanine level
serves as a children play area.
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11. The mezzanine pathway is lined with storage cabinets, giving the circulation line versatility. 12. The bedroom is separated by a screen wall to
ensure the circulation of air and flow of light. 13. The suite-like bedrooms offer comfort and convenience. 14. Bedrooms have a different scale of
window openings and sizes; small openings bring in scenery and lighting, and careful calculated large windows angles ensure privacy.

The project site is in close proximity to the neighboring village so how to create a comfortable living environment that was
exclusive but not isolated was the main challenge. With "practicality and comfort" as core beliefs, VA achieved the perfect
balance between rural style and modern functionality through local materials and contemporary technology. The four-story
main building and smaller annex structure form an internal shared courtyard, and the interior space is based on the functionality
divided into public and private zones. The exterior of the building is earth-colored with a natural and simple appearance, and
the modern atmosphere is outlined by details that integrate the rural forest scene with modern textures.

Using herbal bricks as the main building materials

This material made from discarded plant fibers is not only ecofriendly but also breathable and stable, which is not only
suitable for the local environment, but is also conducive to the micro-climate adjustment of the indoor space. This reduces the
dependence on artificial air conditioning and realizes the ideal environmental sustainability.
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Regional-developed herbal bricks are made of locally recycled
herbaceous plants, with straw, plant fibers and other binders.
This breathable brick can be quantitatively customized.
The building design is conducive to adjusting the indoor
microclimate, combined with the changeable stacking method
to present a natural and contemporary wall language.

FEIEEEEL Communication Note
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1. This is a new construction for a large family co-living house, which needed to
meet the needs of six siblings and their respective families. 2. The space needed
to accommodate entertaining relatives, friends and family gatherings; the public
area needed to accommodate more than 40 people at the same time. 3. The open
plan layout allows the space to be extremely flexible, ensuring the living needs
of residents of different ages, and at the same time having the connotation of a
contemporary quality of life.
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The comprehensive layout

Faced with the challenge of including different age
groups, the interior space is carefully planned out
to meet the needs of multi-generational living. The
ground floor serves as the primary family gathering
space, with a spacious dining room, kitchen, multi-
functional entertainment room and support space,
which can not only meet the needs of daily living,
but also provides a spacious venue for large-scale
festive gatherings. The dining space is equipped
with flexible furnishings, from a simple table on
weekdays to up to three long tables for festive
gatherings.

The second and third floors are bedroom floors,
with multiple rooms planned, using open circulation
and internationally arranged staggered space and
sightlines between the rooms. The functional areas
are mostly subdivided by screen walls in the rooms.
Throughout the project, thoughtful details take care
of the needs of old and young age groups. The
multi-purpose hall designed for the elders on the first
floor leads directly to the courtyard, which is not only
convenient for neighbors to visit, but also provides a
rest corner for the family elders to escape from the
hustle and bustle during the busy gathering events.
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15.16. Sections. 17. The continuous horizontal window openings allow the greenery to flow into a living room. 18. The family room on the fourth floor
is designed from practical and comfortable considerations, focusing on the interactive needs of family users. 19. A semi-independent reading area is
planned on the fourth floor, with a skylight to bring in light.

There is a children's activity area on the mezzanine level, giving children a free place to play, and parents can easily grasp the
dynamics of their children. The fourth floor is designated for hospitality and relaxation, with an audio-visual room and a tearoom,
which overlooks the picturesque scenery of the entire village.

Carry out nature

The design team pointed out that the project design paid special attention to natural lighting and energy-saving strategies.
Utilizing skylights on the roof and side walls to bring in daylight, as well as strategically located windows, not only ensures
indoor privacy, but also facilitates natural ventilation and harvests natural light, promoting a comfortable indoor living quality.
The home does not need to rely on artificial air conditioning for a long time, and fully considered the energy saving benefits.
Another feature of the design was the material selections. The project is mainly made of herbal bricks and teak wood, with
elegant furniture and warm materials. The natural texture of herbal bricks is not only compatible with the rural scenery, but also
gives the building a simple beauty inside and out, conveying the intention of interweaving the Gong house with the local style,
and stating the practice of design thinking based on sustainability.

The Gong Mansion project is an innovative example of rural architectural modernization. The design team judiciously configured
the open circulation and multi-functional spaces, which not only meet the permanent needs of the six small families, but also
responded to the challenges of festive gatherings with flexible layouts. This modern home, which integrates nature, humanity
and design wisdom, forms not only the emotional bond of the Gong family, but also injects a new vitality and possibilities into
today's rural residences.

77



